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Suspects arraigned in Brooklyn case 

NEW YORK (AP) — Rashid Baz. a 28-year-old livery cab driver, 
pleaded innocent Tuesday at his arraignment for murder in the gunfire 
attack on a van carrying Hasidic students, one of whom was killed. 
Two alleged accomplices, accused of hindering prosecution, also were 
arraigned before Manhattan State Supreme Court Justice George 
Robots. They also pleaded innocent. The Lebanese-born Baz said 
"not guilty" when asked by Mr. Roberts for hb plea. He was 
represented in court by a new lawyer. Eric Sean. Mr. Roberts 
reman ded Mr. Baz to jail without bail, to appear April 6 before 
Supreme Court Justice Harold Roth wax. The other two are Hlai 
Mohammad, operator of a car repair shop, and Bassam Mousa Rcyari, 
who runs the Pioneer Car Service in Brooklyn’s Red Hook district, 
where Mr. Baz was employed as a driver. Mr. Mohammad and Mr. 
Reyati, who allegedly helped Mr. Baz dispose of his car and some shell 
casings after the shooting, remained free on 520,000 bond each. 
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Jordan seeks speedy solution 
to standoff over Aqaba siege 

Washington meeting set for Thursday on proposal 
for moving Red Sea inspections to port — Anani 

‘Jordan could not but see blockade as pressure’ 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — American and 
Jordanian officials are sche- 
duled to meet in Washington 
Thursday to discuss Jordan's 
demand for a solution to the 
negative impact on its eco- 
nomy of the de facto blockade 
of Aqaba imposed by the en- 
forcers of the 44-month-old in- 
ternational sanctions against 
Iraq, Information Minister 
Jawad AI Anani said Tuesday. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence after a regular Council of 
Ministers meeting, Dr. Anani 
called on the U.S. to seek a 


speedy solution to the problem 
so that Jordan could go back to 
the 28-month-old American- 
backed Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations. 

The government has been 
informed by the Jordanian 
embassy in Washington that a 
meeting has been scheduled 
for Thursday among Jordanian 
officials and representatives of 
all concerned U.S. government 
departments and agencies to 
discuss the issue. Dr. Anani 
said. 

“The Jordanian government 
urges concerned authorities in 
the U.S. and also the United 
Nations to speed up the prop- 


osal to replace offshore inspec- 
tions by onshore inspections by 
a third neutral party," said Dr. 

Anani 

Speaking one day after His 
Majesty King Hussein told the 
five permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council that 
Jordan's resumption of the 
peace talks was contingent on a 
satisfactory solution to the 
siege of Aqaba, Dr. Anani said 
the Council of Ministers re- 
viewed the King’s statement 
and felt that "Jordan's position 
has been eloquently and very 
expressively analysed by His 
Majesty...” 

The King, in a meeting with 


the ambassadors of the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council on Monday, 
said: “From now on the re- 
sumption of Jordan’s invole- 
ment in the peacemaking pro- 
cess to establish a just and 
lasting peace for the benefit of 
the entire region is contingent 
upon immediately addressing 
this completely unacceptable 
situation and on finding a new 
way of cooperating with the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan.” 

Dr. Anani said Jordan did 
not share the view that the 

(Confirmed on page 5) 


Legislature, popular 


Jordan: Israeli violence 


AMMAN (Petra) — Repre- 
sentatives of official institu- 
tions, political parties and 
^ popular organisations Tuesday 
- voiced total support for His 
Majesty King Hussein's firm 
stand and his call on the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council's 
five permanent member states 
to lift the siege imposed on 


Aqaba port. 
In separat 


In separate cables to fee 
King, Upper House Speaker' 
Ahmad At Laws and Lower 
House Acting Speaker Abdul 
Razzaq Tbeishat expressed 
absolute support for the King’s 
courageous and wise stands to- 
wards national, pan- Arab 
issues. 

Mr. Lawzi said: “The in- 
fluential powers who claim to 
respect and promote democra- 
cy and human rights are ap- 
plying unjust double stan- 
dards. They support the 
oppressor and penalise the 
oppressed.” 

“Their practices have never 
affected the King’s firm posi- 
tions. On the contrary, their 
actions firmed up the King’s 


positions, his adherence to 
what is right and his commit- 
ment to pursue the message for 
which his father, grandfathers 
and great grandfathers have 
sacrificed their lives.” 

Dr. Tbeishat stressed that 
the King’s position “reflects 
the people’s conscience, 
aspirations and ambitions." 
Your Majesty's position adds a 
new page to fee colourful his- 
tory of the Hashemites and is a 
new landmark in our history." 

The King also received 
cables from the Secretary 
General of the Islamic 
Societies and Organisations 
Council, the secretary general 
of the Yaqatha party, the 
chairman of the Freedoms 
' Committee at the Lower 
House and the director general 
and staff of the Ports Corpora- 
tion. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, in a statement issued last 
week, called on the govern- 
ment to refuse to return to the 
U.S.-sponsored peace talks 
with Israel until the blockade 
of Aqaba is lifted 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan on Tues- 
day strongly condemned the 
escalation of violence by the 
Israeli army against Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies and said the practices of the 
occupation authorities raised 
serious questions over Israel’s 
commitment to achieving a just 
and durable peace with the 
Arabs. 

The Israeli army said in a 
statement it bad shot dead six 
Palestinians armed with assault 
rifles and pistols in the Gaza 
Strip on Monday. But eyewit- 
nesses said the people killed 
were unarmed. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation said eight un- 
armed members of its main- 
stream movement Fateh were 
killed. 

“We condemn the killing (of 
six) Palestinians in the Jabatiya 
camp yesterday and we ask 
Israel to take its full responsi- 
bility for fee rising number of 


people being killed or wound- 
ed in fee occupied territories." 
Information Minister Jawad Al 
Anani said. 

Addressing the press after a 
regular cabinet meeting. Dr. 
Anani said the government 
“believes that the continuation 
of violence in fee occupied 
territories is an example of 
Israel’s insistence on military 
means to counter people’s re- 
sistance..." 

“We consider that the rising 
violence feat is being perpetu- 
ated and being supported by 
the Israeli military forces there 
is not indicative of Israel’s will 
to continue on the path for 
peace as peace should be fol- 
lowed.” fee minister said. 

Dr. Anani noted feat the 
escalation of Israeli assaults 
against Palestinians comes on 
the eve of Land Day, which 
falls Wednesday when Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies and Arab Israelis mark the 
anniversary of fee killing of 

(Co nti n u ed on page 5) 


Berlusconi storms home in Italian polls 


;ROME (Agencies) — Media 
)rmogul Silvio Berlusconi and 
"his neo-fascist and federalist 
! allies won a stunning victory in 
'Italy’s elections on Tuesday, 
riding a wave of disgust at the 
country’s corruption-ridden 
ipast. 

; While Mr. Berlusconi’s 
right-wing bloc scored a land- 
slide victory, deep-seated dif- 
ferences among its members 
raised doubts about its ability 
_ to form a viable government. 

Virtually complete official 
returns released by fee interior 
ministry gave the three-party 
Freedom Alliance an absolute 
majority of 366 seats in the 
630-seat Chamber of Deputies. 

The alliance, which cashed 
in on public outrage at ram- 
pant corruption in mainstream 
parties, links Mr. Berlusconi's 
Forza Italia (Go Italy) party 
with the federalist Northern 
League and the neo-fascist 
• National Alliance. 


An eight-party leftist Woe 
led by former mainstream 
communists bad 213 seats and 
the centre bloc 46, the returns 
showed. 

In the 326-seat Senate, 
which includes 11 life senators, 
the interior ministry said the 
rightist coalition had won 155 
seats; fee left 122 and the 
centrists 31. 

The election, held Sunday 
and Monday under new rules 
combining a new first-past-the- 
post system wife traditional 
proportional representation, 
was meant to root out fee old, 
corruption-prone system that 
produced shaky coalition gov- 
ernments through patronage as 
well as wheeling and dealing. 

The result was a crushing 
defeat for former Communist 
A chiHe Occhetto, who seemed 
assured of victory until Mr. 
Berlusconi burst onto the 
scene just two months ago 
promising a “new economic 


miracle,” and saying he was 
the fresh face of Italy. 

Mr. Occbetto’s broad left 
progressives pact was a distant 
second on 213 seats in the 
lower house. Of fee remain- 
der, 46 went to a small centrist 
alliance including the rump of 
fee disgraced Christian Demo- 
crats and five to minor parties. 

As the extent of fee triumph 
emerged, Mr. Berlusconi, 
owner of Europe’s largest pri- 
vate media empire and soccer 
champions AC Milan, pledged 
to work fast to give Italy its 
53rd government since World 
War U. 

Strains in the fractions 
alliance led by his Forza Italia 
party, particularly with the 
‘federalist Northern League, 
could doud fee chances of 
' rapid success but Mr. Berlus- 
coni said be was confident dif- 
ferences would be resolved. 

"I do not believe feat there 
will be any betrayal of the 


electorate which has said ex- 
actly what it wants — a united 
alliance which gives the coun- 
try a majority and a strong, 
aothoritive government,” he 
told a radio interviewer. 

Gianfranco Fini, leader of 
the neo-fascist National 
Alliance, also called for a swift 
government accord. 

. ‘Tonight all of Italy knows 
we have finally won," Mr. 
Fmi told a jubilant midnight 
victory rally in Rome to 
straight arm salutes from 
young supporters. 

Financial markets had 
surged on Monday on rumours 
of a dean sweep for the right 
and on Tuesday operators re- 
mained happy with fee result. 

“The markets have got much 
of what they wanted. We have 
a winner. But now we need to 
see if we will get a govern- 
ment,” said Banca di Roma 

(Continued on page 5) 


Ciller urges right to unite after elections 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish Prime Minister Tansu Oi- 
ler on Tuesday urged the right 
to nnite after Islamists won 
Istanbul and made striking 
gains in local elections across 
fee country. 

“The people have given the 
message that the right must 
unite," she told members of 
parliament (MPs) of her 
centre-right True Path Party 
(DYP), which beat the centre- 
right Motherland Party into 
second place. 

“The people have dearly 
■signalled what they want and 
what they don't want. The 
people wane unity and integri- 
ty, stability, peace and solu- 
tions,” Ms. Oiler declared in 
- her first public comment since 
‘Sunday’s municipal elections. 

“Ms. Ciller, facing voters for 


the first time, has confounded 
pollsters and pundits by lead- 
ing the DYP to victory. 

Her personal charisma at 
Turkey’s first woman premier 
and her hardline on Kurdish 
guerrillas won over enough 
people to squash talk that her 
political career was in fetal 
danger. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Motherland 
leader Mesut YQmaz to Ms. 
Oiler’s remarks, but Hurriyet 
newspaper on Tuesday quoted 
him as saying: 

“A search for a new govern- 
ment is not called for and 
Motherland is not enthusiastic. 
Forming a new coalition would 
take time and Turkey has no 
time to lose.” 

The pro-Islamic Welfare 
Party (RP) grabbed fee most 


coveted electoral prize with its 
win in Istanbul, Turkey’s com- 
mercial capital and home to 
one-sixth of its 60 million peo- 
ple. 

The RP also swept rebellious 
mainly Kurdish provinces in 
the east and southeast, m the 
absence of the Kurdish 
nationalist Democracy Party, 
which did not contest the elec- 
tions. 

With most counting com- 
plete, the RP, led by veteran 
politician Necmettin Erbakan, 
had won about 18.3 per cent of 
the overall vote, nearly double 
its total in 1989 local elections. 

Bnt Ms. GUer’s DYP, with 
22.5 per cent, kept just ahead 
of the main opposition 
Motherland Party, on 21.2 per 
cent. The junior coalition part- 
ner, the Social Democrat 


Populist Party (SHP), was fee 
big loser with only 13.2 per 
cent. 

Istanbul stocks fell back in 
quiet early trading after gain- 
ing five per cent on Monday on 
relief that Ms. Glier would not 
be forced into an early general 
election. Near the end of fee 
session fee 69-share index had 
dropped 446 points to 13,768. 

Brokers said the market was 
waiting for news of an austerity 
package planned by Ms. Glier 
to tackle Turkey’s runaway 
public deficits and inflation, 
now at an annual 73 per cent. 

Overnight lira interbank 
rates remained as high as 1,000 
per cent, but fee lira came 

(Condoned on page 5) 
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King 

attends 

military 

festivities 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday attended a celebra- 
tion organised by the Prince 
Hannah Ben Al Hussein 
Battalion to mark its 
anniversary and His Royal 
Highness Prince Hamzeh’s 
birthday. King Hnssein was 
received al fee celebration 
site by Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Gener- 
al Abdul Hafez Mirai, the 
batailion’s comm a n der and 
other senior army officers. 

The celebration indrtded 
military exercises, cultural 
shows and the traditional 
dances. At the end of the 
ceremony, the commander 
of the battalion presented 
King Hussein and Prince 



Haimeh wife token gifts. 

In addition to Prince 
Hamzeh, King Hnssein was 
accompanied to the celebra- 


tion by His Royal Highness 
Prince Hashem Ben Al Hus- 
sein and Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 


Israelis kill 1, injure 60 
in escalated bloodshed 


bodies laud King’s stand threatens peace process 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Troops shot 
dead at least one Palestinian 
and wounded 61 others when 
violence erupted across the 
occupied territories on Tues- 
day after fee lolling of six 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) activists, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

As the fighting raged on, 
PLO and Israeli negotiators 
met in Cairo to discuss security 
plans for Palestinians in Heb- 
ron, where dozens of worship- 
pers were killed by a Jewish 
gunman test month (see sepa- 
rate story). 

Gashes erupted across the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
as Palestinians protested Mon- 
day's lading by an army under- 


cover unit of six members of 
fee Hawks, fee armed wing of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat's Fateh movement. 

A soldier perched on a roof- 
top shot dead Omar A wad Al 
Qabani, in fee Gaza refugee 
camp of Bureij. 

Troops shot and wounded 22 
other Palestinians on fee Gaza 
Strip, 10 of them when vio- 
lence brokeout during a march 
by 2,000 demonstrators called 
by Fateh, the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement Hamas and 
fee Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine. 

The protestors set off from 
Shatti refugee camp and mar- 
ched to fee Sheikh Radwan 
army camp, where they threw 
stones at troops who returned 


fire. 

The exchange also left a 
freelance German photo- 
grapher Kai Vonden 
Weidenhofer wounded. 

On the West Bank, troops 
shot and wounded 27 other 
Palestinians in Nablus, eight in 
Ramaliah and one in Beth- 
lehem. 

Fateh also called a three-day 
general strike following what 
the PLO branded “a new mas- 
sacre” following fee Hebron 
killings. 

Israel says the six Hawks 
were armed when they were 
gunned down. Palestinian wit- 
nesses said they were unarmed 
and peacefully handing out 

(Continued on page 5) 


Price: Jordan 150 FRs 

Balawi 
briefs 
Majali, 
says no 
dispute 

By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official on Tuesday 
briefed Jordanian officials on 
the status of the PLO’s nego- 
tiations wife Israel on security 
arrangements for Palestinians 
in the occupied territories fol- 
lowing the Feb. 25 massacre in 
Hebron and said afterwards 
there were no differences be- 
tween Jordan and fee organisa- 
tion. 

Hakam Balawi, fee PLO’s 
representative to Tunisia, 
briefed Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali on PLO- Israeli 
contacts and related develop- 
ments in fee Middle East peace 
process following the adoption 
erf U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 904. 

While fee resolution cleared 
fee way for a possible resump- 
tion of Middle East peace talks 
by condemning fee Hebron 
massacre and tailing for inter- 
national protection for fee 
Palestinian people living under 
occupation, it also signalled a 
possible shift in the U.S. stand 
towards Jerusalem. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has denied feat there was any 
such shift, and senior Washing- 
ton officials .say that the U.S. 
refusal to endorse the Holy 
City’s status as occupied terri- 
tory stemmed from a desire not 

(Continued on page 5) 


PLO meets Israelis ‘to receive answers’ 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israeli negotiators 
reopened talks Tuesday aimed 
at ensuring security for Palesti- 
nians as killings of six Palesti- 
nians by Israel's army set off 
renewed violence in fee occu- 
pied territories. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
threatened to scrap the session 
because of fee slayings, but 
Palestinians here and at PLO 
headquarters in Tunis said 
talks began in secret. 

Initial meetings began at 
midaftemoon between fee two 
chief delegates, fee PLO’s Na- 
bil Shaath and Israeli Major 
General Ammon Sbabak, 
Palestinian sources said. 

In Tunis, officials said Mr. 
Arafat authorised fee meeting 
to judge whether to restart 
overall talks on Israel’s with- 
drawal from the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 


Jericho. Those talks were 
halted by a Jewish settler’s 
massacre of dozens of Palesti- 
nians in a Hebron mosque Feb. 
25. 

Abbas Zairi, a member of 
the central committee of Mr. 
Arafat’s Fateh faction, said the 
Palestinians want Israel’s 
answers on how many foreign 
observers and Palestinian 
police will be allowed as a 
security force in Hebron. 

“The Palestinians want 
guarantees from fee Israelis 
when it comes to the security 
and protection of Palestinian 
people,” be told the Associ- 
ated Press by telephone from 
PLO headquarters in Tunis. 

Israel has agreed in principle 
to posting international obser- 
vers in Hebron, but it is 
arguing for a force in the 
dozens, while fee PLO wants 
up to 200. 

One Palestinian source said 


that if agreement is reached on 
the Hebron issue, the nego- 
tiators could move quickly to 
discussing the Palestinian 
autonomy in Gaza and Jericho 
that was outlined in fee Israel- 
PLO accord signed last Sept. 
13. 

Mr. Arafat's office in Tunis 
said a meeting would not count 
as talks or negotiations. 

“(It) is not negotiations, it is 
not discussions, it is a very 
simple act of receiving answers 
from the Israeli government,” 
PLO adviser Marwan Kanafani 
told Reuters. 

The Israeli delegation bad 
waited at the Cairo hotel 
where the talks were meant to 
start but fee Palestinians did 
not arrive. About an hour and 
half later they left by a back 
door. 

The Israeli delegation had 
come to finish off talks on 
protecting Palestinians in Heb- 


ron. ; 

Dr. Shaath described Mon- 
day’s killings as "cold-blooded-' 
murder." In Tunis Mr. Arafat. 
S3id a secret organisation link- 
ing the Israeli army and Jewish 
settlers was trying to sabotage 
the peace process. 

Dr. Shaath earlier said: “Ev- 
ery time we come dose in our 
negotiations, elements from 
the Israeli army perpetrate a 
major crime, such as what hap-, 
pened in Gaza last night. It is 
obvious that there are people-’ 
in fee Israeli army who plan: 
not only to kill the best of out: 
youth but also to kill the peace 
process.” 

Another PLO official told 
Reuters that if talks started fee 
PLO wanted Israel's response, 
on three points on Hebron — 
the size of a Palestinian police 
force and of a foreign observer 
mission and the role and the 
nationality of the monitors. 


7-month-old breakthrough finds PLO 
leaders fighting not to lose legitimacy 


By Lamis Andoni ' 

WHEN THE Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) declaration of princi- 
ples (DoP) was signed on 
Sept. 13, it was hailed as a 
historic breakthrough that 
essentially preempted the 
PLO from demise. Seven 
months later, Palestinian- 
Israeli negotiations are 
seriously threatening to deal 
a fatal blow to the PLO lead- 
ership's legitimacy among its 
own constituency. 

As fee situation stands, 
any decision that PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat takes 
could be detrimental to the 
PLO status as he is effectively 
forced to choose between 
preserving his constituency 
and between international 
recognition — namely by fee 
U.S. and Israel. 

Judging by reports and 
contacts with PLO officials in 
Tunis, Mr. Arafat is inclined 
to take the risk of accepting a 
compromise that fall far short 
of fee minimal requirements 
to ease a volatile situation in 
fee hope that the mood will 
shift by speeding up the 


Palestinian autonomy agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Arafat, who is said to 
believe feat fee PLO nego- 
tiating standing was boosted 
as flows of American and 
Israeli envoys continue to 
Tunis, sees an opportunity in 
the acceleration of Israeli 
withdrawal from Jericho and 
Gaza to reestablish some of 
fee terms for negotiations. 

But the Palestinian-Israeli 
talks have not fundamentally 
changed the terms of the 
talks — Mr. Arafat appears 
to have accepted to shelve 
fee crucial issue of Israeli 
settlements and the security 
guarantees that Israel offered 
do not ensure protection for 
fee Palestinians. 

Furthermore, fee PLO has 
failed to use the United Na- 
tions Security Council Re- 
solution 904 feat reaffirmed 
the applicability of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention 
to all the occupied territories, 
including East Jerusalem to 
assert the urgency of 
confidence-building mea- 
sures on Israel’s part as a 
prerequisite for the continui- 
ty of fee peace process. 


Thus in retrospect the U.S. 
and Israel have been able 
practically to reduce Resolu- 
tion 904 to coax the PLO 
back to the negotiating table 
without binding Israel to any 
of fee responsibilities en- 
tailed in the resolution. 

Instead the PLO had to 
drop its initial demands for 
full-fledged international 
protection for the Palesti- 
nians, disarming the settlers 
and evacuation of settlers 
from the center of Hebron in 
return for a token foreign 
observers unit and to fee 
deployment of Palestinian 
police while the Israeli army 
retains the final upper hand. 

ANALYSIS 

Mr. Arafat's acceptance of 
such a compromise, as many 
PLO officials fear, could only 
reinforce fee Israeli position 
dealing a serious blow to the 
PLO in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

The massacre by an Israeli 
settler of dozens of Palesti- 
nians on Feb. 25, and the 
Israeli dampdown that fol- 
lowed have tragically under- 


scored the shortcomings of 
both fee Israeli-Paiestinian 
pact and flawed fee PLO 
performance at fee talks and 
Cairo. 

Although the Hebron mas- 
sacre has been a sharp turn- 
ing point feat stalled the 
talks, the peace process — at 
least regarding fee Palesti- 
nian issue — was already 
foundering and there were no 
signs of change on the 
ground. 

As early as January the 
mood was already shifting in 
the West Bank and Gaza as 
euphoria was replaced by bit- 
terness and cynicism. The 
PLO was already loosing its 
credibility among many peo- 
ple in Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

The massacre and the 
Israeli clampdown have 
underscored and pushed to 
the surface the implications 
of a flawed agreement and a 
faltering Palestinian perform- 
ance at the negotiating table. 

The points which were 
either postponed or simply 
ignored by the agreement 

(Continued 00 page 5) 
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News ban raises fears for 
Lebanon press freedoms 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
television and radio chiefs, 
shocked by a ban on their news 
bulletins, say they believe the 
government’s promise that it is 
temporary but they will watch 
io see that totalitarian tenden- 
cies do not take hold. 

; Arguing that civil peace was 
at stake, the Syrian-backed 
government last week ordered 
Lebanon's 50 private television 
4nd \00 radio stations to halt 
newscasts and political prog- 
rammes pending a law organis- 
ing the audiovisual media. 
;-5ome newspapers im- 
mediately condemned the ban 
as an ominous reversal of 
Lebanon's tradition of press 
and media freedoms unmatch- 
ed in the Arab World. 

"This government is moving 
Lebanon towards police rule," 
Al Divar daily said. “We ask 
Prime Minister (Rafik) Al 
Hariri, has he come with his 
government to put Lebanon in 
a- big prison?” 

*:The government was due to 
study the draft of an audiovi- 
sual media law on '.Tuesday, 
but officials said privately it 
could take months to pass par- 
liament and become law. 

Pro-government sources said 
some -people in the govern- 
ment wanted the law to impose 
uniform government- 
supervised newscasts on all 
radio and television stations. 

The government t justified 
last week’s move — which 
came hand-in-hand with a ban 
on the Lebnese Forces (LF), a 
former Christian militia — by 
saying several stations were 
playing “sectarian tunes.” 

The pro-government sources 
said the LF was tiying to 
mount a Christian revolt 
against the government after 
several LF members were - 
charged with bombing a church 
in which 10 ■worshippers died. . 

The government-owned 
National News Agency height- 
ened concern by reporting that 
two dailies would be prose- 
cuted for publishing false re- 


ports on the interrogations of 
the LF members. 

Newspapers are not affected 
bsythe ban. It is aimed at the 
scores of private radio and 
television stations that sprang 
up during the 1975-90 civil war. 
for which no regulatory law 
exists. 

However, the spiritual lead- 
er of the Maronite Christians, 

. Patriarch Nasrallah Boutros 
Sfeir. issued a solemn warning 
against the bah becoming 
permanent. 

“Such a measure would lead 
in effect to the end of Lebanon 
and to wiping Lebanon from 
the map of the world." he said 
in a homily. 

The National Press Syndi- 
cate called the ban a dangerous 
development and demanded its 
cancellation. 

“Behind the temporary 
cabinet decision there are in- 
tentions to transform it into 
something permanent.” the 
syndicate said. 

Heads of private stations 
told Reuters they were respect- 
ing the ban because they were 
told it was temporary. 

“In my opinion this ban is 
temporary. If it is not, then 
that would be tightening the 
noose on the reason for Leba- 
non’s existence: freedom.” 
said Simon Al Khazen, direc- 
tor of Voice of Lebanon, 
mouthpiece of the Christian 
Falange Party. 

He said -the 1989 Taif peace 
pact that ended the civil war 
stipulated organising the pri- 
vate media, not shutting it 
down or cutting programmes. 

Information Minister Michel 
Samaha said that once parlia- 
ment approved tlie audiovisual 
media law, private stations 
could resume normal broad- 
casts. 

But a source close to the 
government said the law might 
be delayed. “It is a controver- 
sial bill so it will not get 
through parliament before May 
when parliament goes into re- 
cess for summer until Octo- 
ber.” he said. 


U.S. military formally 
concludes Somalia role 


-ANDREWS AIR FORCE 
BASE (R) — The U.S. milit- 
ary formally ended its role in 
Somalia at a ceremony Mon- 
day for the commanders of the 
operation. 

; - An air force C-141 Starlifter 
■carrying Major-General Tho- 
mas Montgomery, commander 
of U.S. forces in Somalia, and 
his staff pulled up to a banger 
for the ceremony with Penta- 
gon officials. . 

Gen. Montgomery- and his 
staff, still wearing their desert 
camouflage fatigues, marched 
past an honour guard at this air 
force base outside Washington 
for the ceremony. 

“Most of us left Somalia 
with mixed emotions,” Gen. 
Montgomery said. "But we arc 
proud of what we accom- 
plished.” 

He said the U.S. forces and 
forces from other countries still 
in Somalia have given the 
Somalis "a chance to recover 
. -from a disastrous civil war and 
a terrible famine." 

“Hundreds of thousands of 
.Somalis are alive because wc 
came to their Tescue,” the 
general said. "We have given 
:hem a chance to build a new 
future for themselves.”. 

Among the officials present 
so welcome back Ggn. Mont- 
gomery and his staff of about 
20 officers were General John 
' ShalikashviU. chairman of the 
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U.S. military Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and Under-Secretary of 
.Defence John Deutch. 

The Ceremony formally en- 
ded U.S. military involvement 
in Somalia, which began nearly 
16 months ago in December 
1992 when U.S. Marines went 
ashore under the glare of tele- 
vision camera lights. 

It began as a U.S. operation 
only to aid food distribution to 
starving Somalis but later 
turned into a hunt for Somali 
warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed after his militia attack- 
ed and killed U-N. 
peacekeepers. 

The fiercest battle of the 
operation last October killed 
18 American soldiers and 
wounded 75. The body of one 
of the dead Americans was 
dragged through the streets of 
the Somali capital Mogadishu. 

Under pressure from Con- 
gress, President Bill Clinton 
promised to have all American 
forces out of Somalia by the 
end of March. The pullout was 
completed Friday. 

Thirty U.S. soldiers were 
killed in the operation, plus 14 
who died in non-battle acci- 
dents. A total of 175 were 
injured. 

The only U.S. soldiers left in 
Somalia now are SO marines 
guarding the American embas- 
sy and 13 army logistics spe- 
cialists. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Temperatures will drop significantly, 
ckwds will build up accompanied with 
scattered showers and winds becoming 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
sraticrcd showers arc expected with 
Winds becoming northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

Min^Max. temp. 

Amman 9/ 18 ' 

Aqaba 15/27 

Dcscm 9/21 

Jordan valley 14/25 



Women and children SB containers with water in 
Mogadishu, where contaminated water has been 


one of the causes of cholera gripping the entire 
country (AFP photo) 


Somali factions say they 
plan to unite in forty days 


NAIROBI (R) — Rival Somali 
factions said on Tuesday they 
planned to unite within 40 days 
as part of a peace deal for the 
southern port of Kismayu and 
the rest of the south. 

The agreement is significant 
in the sense that Kismayu is 
widely seen by U.N. officials as 
a flashpoint for renewed civil 
war in Somalia with the with- 
drawal this month of U.S. 
troops and allied contingents 
from U.N. peacekeeping 
forces. 

Rival wings of the Somalia 
Peoples Movement (SPM) said 
in a joint statement their lead- 
ers had agreed to an immediate 
end to hostilities and a start to 
peace and reconciliation after 
talks in Nairobi. 

General Adan Abdullahi 
Nur and Colonel Ahmad Omar 
Jess, chairmen of the SPM 
factions, said they should tour 
the south to kick off reconcilia- 
tion and set up a mechanism to 
unify their movements. 

Forces under Col. Jess and 
warlord General Mohammad 
Said Hersi “Morgan” have re- 
peatedly fought for control of 
Kismayu, the gateway to the 
fertile south, since Somalia's 
civil war erupted in 1991; 

Gen. Morgan was not pre- 
sent at Tuesday news confer- 
ence but Gen. Nur said he folly 
backed the peace pact signed 
on Monday, four days after an 
agreement between Somalia's 
most powerful warlords. 


Gen. Nur, known as 
“Gabiyow” (the poet), and 
Col. Jess said they would set 
up a reconciliation committee 
of their Absame sub-dan and 
appealed to all communities to 
oppose any action endangering 
the peace process. 

The representatives- 
appealed to all communities to 
avoid and jointly oppose any 
action that jeopardised the 
peace process. 

They also called for a confer- 
ence to discuss ways of setting 
up administrative units in the 
southern Somalia region and 
arranging recondliation with 
other Somali clans or groups. 

The Kismayu agreement was 
reached after two weeks of 
talks in Nairobi sponsored by 
the U.N. Operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM). 

Col. Jess said a meeting of 
southern faction chiefs called 
for April 8 was too soon as 
they needed time to narrow' 
differences. 

Mohammad Farah Aideed 
and Ali Mahdi Mohammad, 
the two most powerful war- 
lords in Somalia, agreed on 
Thursday to a ceasefire across 
the .country ;to end fighting 
since r the foil nof dictator ; 
Mohammad Si ad Barre in 
1991. 

They scheduled a recondli- 
tion conference for May 15 in 
Mogadishu to elect a president 
and set up a new government. 


Hostages ‘treated wefl’ 

An Australian and a Kenyan 
freed after IS days in captivity 
said they feared constantly for 
their lives while they were in 
the bands of an unstable Soma- 
li kidnap gang. ' 

Wayne Hargreaves, 47, and 
John Warjui, 32, employees of 
an Australian catering firm 
that provides meals to U.N. ' 
personnel in Somalia, were re- 
leased unharmed Sunday night 
after 15 days of negotiations. 

“We were in a desperate 
situation. The group was des- 
tabilised and didn't agree for' 
one that we would survive 
another day,” Mr. Hargreaves, 
an Australian, told reporters 
Monday. 

*T definitely regard this as 
the first day of a new life,” he 
said. 

David Morris, of Morris 
Catering, said he gave the kid- 
nappers seven 50 kilogrammes 
sacks of rice, 18 one- 
kilogrammes drums of cooking 
oil, some corned beef and 
some sugar. 

Mr. Hargreaves said the kid- 
nappers, who were armed with 
rocket-propelled grenades, 
machine-guns and assanlr 
rifles, had at first demanded Sf*’ 
million in ransom. Over time 
the demands dropped to 
55.000 and then to 52,000 be- 
fore the bargain was reached 
for the food. 


China 

opposes 

sanctions 
on Libya 

BEUING (R) — China said on 
Tuesday it opposed U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed on Libya be- 
cause of the 1988 Lockerbie 
bombing, underlining its 
opposition to any U.N- sanc- 
tions against North Korea over 
its nuclear programme. 

Foreign Minister Qian 
Qicben told visiting Libyan 
Foreign Minister Omar Musta- 
fa Al Montasser that Beijing, 
“understands and sympathises 
with Libya” over the sanctions 
issue, the official Xinhua news 
agency said. 

“We disapprove of imposing 
sanctions on Libya, let alone 
imposing severer sanctions,” 
Mr. Qian was quoted as 
saying. ' 

China’s position on U.N. 
sanctions has come under scru- 
tiny as the crisis continues over 
North Korea's refusal to allow 
unfettered international in- 
spection of its nuclear prog- 
ramme. 

Beijing, one of five veto- 
holding permanent members 
of the United Nations Security 
Council, abstained from the 
1992 vote that imposed sanc- 
tions on Libya. 

These were in retaliation for 
Tripoli's refusal to hand over 
the two men accused of in- 
volvement with the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland. The 
crash killed 270 people. 

Western countries, " led by 
the United States, have 
brought up the possibility of 
sanctions against North Korea 
unless it opens its nuclear faci- 
lities to full inspection. 

China has resisted this call. 

During an official visit this 
week. South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam was told by 
top Chinese leaders that nego- 
tiations was die only way to 
resolve the impasse over North 
Korea’s midear sites, which 
the West suspects are being 
used to develop atomic bombs. 

Mr. Qian told Mr. Montas- 
ser that Beijing felt the U.N. 
sanctions against Libya had 
been counterproductive. 

"‘Sanctions against Libya 
have brought about pains to. 
the Libyan -people and caused 
difficulties for Libya's neigh- 
bouring countries and other 
countries concerned, thus in- 
tensifying the already strained 
regional situation,” Xinhua 
added. 


Israelis likely to face cool welcome in Gulf 


DUBAI (R) — An Israeli 
minister who will visit the Gulf 
next month for the first time 
since the Jewish state was cre- 
ated is likely to get a cool 
welcome, especially in the 
wake of the Hebron massacre, 
diplomats say. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin said on Monday 
he would head Israel's team to 
the first multilateral Middle 
East peace talks to be held in a 
Gulf Arab state. 

Western diplomats said the 
meetings in the Omani capital 
Muscat of the group handling 
issues related to water in multi- 
lateral negotiations launched 
after the Madrid peace confer- 
ence would be held from April 
17-20. 

Israel would also be invited 
to a meeting on April 5 of 
experts to prepare for the wa- 
ter forum and to a multilateral 
forum on arms control due in 
the Qatari capital Doha in 
May. they added. 

“Beilin and the other Israelis 
will be received courteously. 
But they should not expect a 
hero's welcome. Anti-Israeli 
sentiment is running very high 
and it has not been helped by 


Hebron,” one diplomat said. 

The Gulf states agreed to 
host the two forums long be- 
fore the massacre in Hebron 
last month in which dozens of 
Palestinians were killed when 
an Israeli settler opened fire on 
worshippers at a mosque dur- 
ing the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

The diplomats said Oman 
and Qatar had probably been 
chosen because they were 
small, tightly-controlled 
societies relatively remote 
from the Arab-Israeli conflict 
where the risk of overt anti- 
Israeli outbursts was minimal. 

Foreign ministers of the six- 
month Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) are to meet in 
the Saudi capital Riyadh on 
Sunday to coordinate their 
position ahead of the multi- 
lateral meetings. 

GCC sources said senior 
officials met in Riyadh on 
Saturday to prepare for discus- 
sion by the ministers from 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Saudi Arabia. 

Diplomats and offidals said 
Oman and Qatar were likely to 
get backing from the whole 


group for agreeing to act as 
hosts. 

The GCC was represented at 
Madrid by its then secretary 
genera], Abdallah Bishara. It 
has played a role in the multi- 
lateral meetings for the past 
two years and has repeatedly 
emphasised its support for the 
Middle East peace process. 

The talks have made scant 
progress in the absence of a 
breakthrough at parallel direct 
negotiations between Israel 
and neighbours Jordan, Syria,' 
Lebanon and the Palestinians. 
The bilateral talks have been 
stalled since the massacre. 

The diplomats said tight 
security could help keep Mr. 
Beilin and other Israelis 
attending the multilateral talks 
away from potentially hostile 
audiences. 

Qatar is the only Gulf state 
to have held public talks with 
Israel. The Gulf position is that 
normal ties with the Jewish 
stat e are possible only when it 
establishes peace with its im- 
mediate neighbours and settle 
vexed issues such as the status 
.of Jerusalem. ■ 


They said Gulf states in- 
sisted on maintaining foe eco- 
nomic boycott of Israel despite 
heavy pressure from American 
allies which have pressed for 
gestures of goodwill towards 
Israel. 

“They will have shown ‘ 
enough goodwill by playing 
host to. an Israel minister in 
public,” one diplomat said. 

Arab League foreign minis- . 
ten ignored at a meeting in 
Cairo -that ended on Sunday 
requests from Washington and 
Bonn to ease the boycott. 

They had been asked to ■ 
abandon the so-called secon- 
dary and tertiary boycotts of 
non-Israeli firms that trade 
with Israel. ^ _ . 

Oman’s minister of state for 
foreign affairs, Yousef Ben. 
Alawi Ben Abdullah, who will 
host the Muscat multilateral 
talks, told reporters after the 
Cairo meeting there was no 
wish to lift the direct boycott at 
the present. 

But he said Oman believed 
each cowtry should make its 
own decision on the secondary 
arid tertiary boycotts in the’ 
Hght of its development needs. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 24. Aqaba 31 , Humidity leadings: 
Amman 20 per cent. Aqaba 23 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. FarooqN oar 786660 

Dr. RxtcbZskoui] 888685 


Dr. Jihad Zyadcb 

Dr. Bahia! Badr 


Dr. Bahjat Badr 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

AJ Ascma pharmacy 

Narroukh pharmacy 

AlSalam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmcisani pharmacy 

Nairwjh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 


DtBIlk 

Dr. Mohammad Al KbaGU 
AIQuds pharmacy 

ZARQAt 

Dr. Fa*n HaoidaRah 

Khali fch pharmacy 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

CHil Defence Department 661 1 11 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Jtesaic. 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Rib Brigade............. 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PiA&SccBiiiyDcpanaKat ............ 6XQ21 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints... 897467 

Amman Mankqnliiy 

Complains 7871 H 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 6Z3101 

AbdaB Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Elect ri c Power 

Company 636381 

RJ FEgm Information - 06-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport. 0643200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Huacin Mctfical Centre SI 38 13/32 
Kbalkfi Maternity. J. Ann... 644281/6 
AkBch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malltas, J. Ammo ............... 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — 845845 

AI-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaE 666127/37 

Al-AtaA. Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mu haj rc CB ....... 777101/3 

Ai-Bashir.J. Ashrafich . — 775111/2 6 

Array JMarka 89161 U15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital ......674155 

ZARQA: 


AJHibna Modem HopioJ (09)990990 

□UHD: 

fracas Soma Hospital (02)275555 

Greek QaboMe Hemal (02722/5 

ItaAJNofccs Hospital (03247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


saws 

should always be verified. 

MDBVA1S 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

<*M Aqaba (RJ) 

0&30 Jeddah (RJ) 

»S 5 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

*W5 Damascus (RJ) 

9hl5 Laraac* (RJ) 

1 & 6 * .... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

tkX London (RJ) 

17:26 Istanbul (RJ) 

17*25 Bnttsck. Paris (Rj) 

ISM — Madrid. Genera (RJ) 

I&26 Frankfurt, Vienna (Rj) 

1*38 — — Rotac(RJ) 

JM 6 ... Toronto. Montreal (Rj) 

26:15 RomcfRJ) 

23:18 AgabalRj) 

ZMS StofRJ) 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 

6*35 Cairo (MS) 

16:18 Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

I6s36 Jeddah (SA) 

1(38 — \ Sanaa (TY) 

16 J 6 L*naca(CY) 


news IN BRIEF 

PLO wants elected W. Bank mayors reinstated^ 

sss ^ 

Yitzhak Rabin confirmed the subject raised uy tne ruu 
but refused to comment. Israel deposed die efoeted pro PLO 

municipal councils in 1982 after they refused to go time ; wnh 

Israeli plans to establish self-rule in the “Iff 

under the Egypt-Israel Camp David peace accord- ^elected 

mayors weremitially replaced by 

later Israel appointed local councils despite PLO objections. 

Egyptians say police killed civilians 

CAIRO (AP) — A member of Egypt’s parliament was sent to 
a village near Assiyut on Monday to calm angry complaints 
that police accidentally killed civilians during a shootout with 
extremists the night before. Four people were slain when 
police opened fire on a taxi just after four policemen, 
including three officers, were wounded by gunshots m the 
village of Ghanayem, 320 kilometres south of Cairo. The 
villagers charge that the taxi had nothing to do with the attack 
on police. But officials said one of the passengers was an 
armed extremist who had opened fire on officers approaching 
to check the car near village police headquarters. Assiyut and 
surrounding villages have been a centre of attacks by radicals, 
who often target police in their campaign to try to overthrow 
Egypt's secular government and replace it with Islamic rule. 
Parliament Member Musa Abdul Khalek met with people in 
Ghanayem on Monday. Witnesses said the villagers argued 
police opened fire on the taxi because it approached im- 
mediately after the attack. The Christian driver, Zagholoul 
Hana, was’ killed along- with a three passengers — a woman 
university student, a teacher and a man identified by villagers 
as a peasant. The interior ministry statement insisted that the 
supposed peasant was a radical who opened fire on police with 
a pistol stolen earlier from a policeman. 

Iranian police kill opium smuggler in shootout - 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian police killed a drug smuggler and 
arrested a second after a shootout in eastern Iran, the Iranian 
news agency IRNA said. The smugglers shot and wounded a 
woman during the clash near the provincial capital Mashhad 
on Saturday. Police seized 81 kilogrammes of opium, 10 rifles 
and a pistol from the traffickers, the agency said. Iran is on a 
major drug trafficking route from Afghanistan and Pakistan to 
Europe. 

FormerGE executive pleads Innocent 

CINCINNATI (AP) — a former General Electric GE Com- 
pany executive pleaded innocent Monday to federal charges 
that he was involved in an alleged scheme to siphon Sll 
million in U.S. military aid to Israel. Herbert B. Steindler, 55, 
was indicted March 17 on charges of conspiracy, mail and wire 
fraud, money laundering, making false statements and violat- 
ing the anti-bribery and records provisions of the foreign 
corrupt practices act. He was arraigned Monday, in. y.S. 
district court before Magistrate-jRobert Steinberg. GE fired 
Mr. Steindler in March 1991 for his alleged role in the fraud 
■scheme with an Israeli military/Officer and a lawyer. Mr. 
Steindler was a GE international sales manager at the time. 
Indicted with Mr. Steindler were Rami Dotan, 49, a former 
Israeli brigadier general now serving a 13-year prison term in 
Israel, and Harold Katz, 72. the Israeli lawyer who allegedly 
laundered the money through European bank accounts. Mr. 
Dotan had been in charge of buying and maintaining aircraft 
engines for Israel's airforce. Federal prosecutdrs said Monday 
they want Mr. Dotan and Mr. Katz brought to Cincinnati to 
stand trial with Mr. Steindler. The indictment charges that the 
money was diverted between 1984 and 1990 from defence 
contracts between GE and Israel. The contracts were for jet 
engines and related products and services. 

.Police arrest suspected killer of Hamdi 

CAIRO (R) Egyptian police have arrested a film impresario in 
connection with the killing of actress Widad Hamdi this 
week, Cairo newspapers said on Tuesday. The man, Matta 
Hanna Ghali, has confessed to police that he stabbed Hamdi 
dead in her Cairo flat last Friday because he was short of 
money and planned to rob her, they said. The killer stole 270 
pounds ($80) and a wristwateta. He could not find the actress’s 
jewellery, they added. Hamdi. 65. specialised in playing the 
role of servant. __ 

Dutch official in Gulf to build relations 

— Dutd l Deputy Defence Minister Ton 
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be interested if Kuwait in^fd1n^rinL N t ether ? n ^ W0llld 
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on this subject. Diplomats sav KiSlS - he,d "° discussions 
eight fast patrol boats and^i^i«ur^VrV^I lS,denn8 buying 
weapons Kuwaiti officials ’ 
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Anani says government’s respect for 


professional unions does not exempt 
them from abiding by the Constitution 


AMMAN (Petra) — Informa- 
oon Minister Jawad Anani 
Tuesday denied reports in the ■ 
local press and statements 
issued by the professional un- 
ions that the government was 
‘ trying to weaken the unions or 
acting against their interests. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence held at the Prime Minis- 
try. Dr. Anani said that the 

government respects the pro- 
fessional unions and their in- 
stitutions and members, and 
appreciates their role in serv- 
ing the Jordanian society. 

_ But that does not mean that 
. differences between a govem- 
q! ment ministry and the unions 
* can never emerge in the coarse 
of their normal dealings with 
one another, said. Dr. Anani. 

“A state of the law normally 
resorts to legal and constitu- 


tional procedures in order to 
settle differences,” added the 
minister. 

On the whole, he said, the 
government expects from the 
professional unions to practise 
a constructive role in all mat- 
ters, adding that differences of 
views with the government do 
not mean that democracy in 
Jordan is in danger. 

"We hope to timber deepen 
the role the unions play, to 
help them construct society 
and help the country confront 
and deal with challenges m the 
future," said the minister who 
added that these issues, and 
others, were reviewed by the 
Council of Ministers at Tues- 
day’s session. 

The government, stressed 
Dr. Anani, has no differences 
whatsoever, with the profes- 


sional unions and does not 
wish to reduce their import- 
ance or expose them to any 
danger, but "in all cases we 
would always resort to legal 
procedures to settle differ- 
ences.” 

• Referring to His Majesty 
King Hussein's donation of JD 
60,000 to install dialysis units 
at Jerash and Madaba hospit- 
als. the minister noted that the 
government was determined to 
back the efforts of the Friends 
of the Kidney Patients Society. 

He added that the so^ety 
has opened the door for c_ na- 
tions from any source because 
it requires more funds to pro- 
vide for the treatment of the 
needy patients. Hie minister 
said that the monthly cost of 
treatment by dialysis is esti- 
mated at JD 1,000 and there- 


fore the government hopes the 
public will offer generous 
donations tc the society. 

According to Dr. Anani, the 
Cabinet also discussed public 
adminis tration affairs, noting 
that some of the government 
buildings do not serve their 
purpose and the government 
was making arrangements to 
set up new, properly designed . 
government buildings. 

Another question discussed 
by the Cabinet Tuesday was 
providing homes for govern- 
ment employees in remote re- 
gions. He said the minister of 
public works has been re- 
quested to conduct a study of 
this issue and supply the gov- 
ernment with designs for 
homes that can be set up in 
remote regions in two months' 
time. 


Princess Basma explains QAF strategy 
to- wife of German official 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ma Tuesday received Marita 
Blum, wife of Norbert Blum, 
German minister of labour, 
at the Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development (QAF), 
according to a QAF state- 
ment. 

Mrs. Blum, who was 
accompanied by Mrs. Khaled 
Ghzawi, wife of the minister 
of labour, as well as Mrs. 
Heinrich Reiners, wife of the 
German ambassador to Jor- 
dan, was briefed about social 
development in Jordan and 
the role QAF plays in econo- 
mic and social development 
in needy rural and urban 
areas. 

The visitors were also 
briefed on the role of the 
Jordanian National Commit- 
tee for Women (JNCW). 
which is hosted by QAF. as a 
national policy forum '-for 
women’s issues. 

According to QAF, JNCJW" 
supervises the implementa- 
tion of the National Strategy 
for Women which was rati- 
fied in 1993, in addition to 
preparing for the 1995 Inter- 
national Women’s Confer- 
ence in Beijing. 

Princess Basma explained - 
to the visitors the strategy of 
QAF which sums at involving 
women in community life 
through projects that gener- 
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Es Marita Blfim, wife of visiting ’German ' QAF fafefedqtu 
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headquarters (Petra photo) . 


ate income. 

The implementation of 
these projects is a proven way to 
advance the status of women 
any community, said the 
Princess. 

Prior to arriving at QAF 
headquarters, the visitors 
toured the Nuzha Social De- 
velopment Centre that was 
established by QAF and is 


ran by the Jordanian Save the 
Children Fund. 

Mrs. Blum commented on 
the efficiency of Q \Fs com- 
prehensive appro. ‘ h which 
allows women to participate 
in a variety of educational 
and economic activities while 
at the same time offers child 
care, said the statement. 

Mrs. Blum also said she 


was impressed by QAF’s 
strategy of combining over 15 
years of experience working 
at the grass roots level, with 
the exploration of new ideas 
and new economic projects, 
and supporting smaller non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) and community 
groups to become self- 
sufficient. 


International meeting to tackle disaster prevention 


By Rana Hnsstini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan will host a 
three-day international confer- 
ence on civil protection from 
fc April 3-5, to exchange in- 
formation and knowledge re- 
garding civil and environmen- 
tal protection, and measures to 
be taken during national disas- 
ters, Lieutenant General Afif 
Ghoul, director general of the 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) announced Tuesday. 

According to Lt. Gen. 
Ghoul, more than 35 countries 
have confirmed participation 
in the conference, and more 
countries are expected to agree 


to attend. 

The conference, which is 
organised by the International 
Civil Protection Organisation 
(ICPO), will also be attended 
by representatives of 13 spe- 
cialised international organisa- 
tions, including the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
and the Red Cross. 

Ll Gen. Ghoul, addressing 
reporters at a press conference 
at tiie CDD, said the United 
Nations has considered this de- 
cade as the decade of disaster 
prevention. 

The opening day of the con- 
• ference will be held at the 
Islamic Cultural Centre of the 
King Abdallah Mosque. Sub- 


sequent sessions will be held at 
the Philadelphia FoiJ. 

The sessions v .11 give all 
representatives of defence 
departments in the participat- 
ing countries a chance to ex- 
change information and know- 
ledge, and each representative 
will present working papers for 
discussion. 

The conference will be im- 
mediately followed by another 
meeting organised by the 
General Assembly of Interna- 
tional Civil Protection Orga- 
nisations. 

The meeting will be 
attended by delegates from 
different parts of the world 
who will present working pap- 


ers for discussion. 

Lt. Gen. Ghoul said the 
CDD bad recently received 
four ambulances, three large 
water tankers, and an ex- 
panded ambulance with a nine- 
patient capacity, and two 
heavy-duty cranes. 

He said the new equipment 
will be on display at an exhibi- 
tion on the sidelines of the 
conference at the CDD. 

He said the CDD was able to 
purchase the equipment from a 
JD1.6 million grant from the 
Austrian government. Gen. 
Ghonl said this grant is part of 
a protocol signed between the 
Jordanian and the Austrian 
governments. 


IAF sends letter of support to N. Korea, 
denounces U.S. threats against Pyongyang 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) party Tues- 
day voiced its support for 
North Korea m the face of 
what it called U.S. arrogance 
and attempts to humiliate the 
North Korean people and tam- 
per with their Internal affairs. 

In a letter addressed to Pres- 
ident Kim II Sung through the 
North Korean ambassador in 
Amman, the IAF denounced 
U.S. attempts to conduct in- 
spections on North Korea s 
nuclear programme at a time 
when Washington continues to 
provide unlimited assistance to 
the Jewish state by helping it to 
build up its own nuclear arsen- 


al. 

The Americans continue to 
Supply military assistance to 
the Israelis who continue to 
occupy Palestinian land and 
cause the dispersion of Palesti- 
nians throughout the world, 
said the letter. 

American threats levelled 
against North Korea remind 
us of the tragedy and the suf- 
ferings of the Iraqi people who 
continue to endure the con- 
sequences of the unjust war 
waged on them and the results, 
of the embargo on its children - 
and women, the letter con- 
tinued. 

At the same time, it said, the 
Americans continue to pursue 
a policy aimed at humiliating 
the Iraqi people and devastat- 


ing their potentials in order to 
prevent them from building for 
future generations. 

American threats levelled 
against North Korea, which 
refuses to succmb to Washing- 
ton's hegemony, they said, also 
remind' them of Washington's 
threats against Sudan, whose 
people suffer as a result of an 
embargo imposed since the 
emergence of an Islamic reg- 
ime in the country, said the 
letter. 

In conjunction with the sanc- 
tions on Sudan is American 
continued support for the 
separatist movement in the 
South of the country a movfe 
which, the letter said, is de- 
signed to weaken the Sudanese 
people and keep them sub- 


jected and under American 
control. 

“While we express our total 
astonishment at the U.S. admi- 
’ nistration's insistence on con- 
ducting inspections on your 
nuclear programme through 
the help of foe U.N. Security 
Council, which has become a 
fool in Washington’s hands, we 
also note that the United 
States administration protects 
and enhances Israel’s nuclear 
programme and an arsenal of 
hundreds of nuclear heads that 
perpetually threaten the Arah. 
region’s security,’’ said the 
IAF. 

Such practices, concluded 
the letter, provide a stark evi- 
dence of the United States' 
double standard polk 


Premier, visiting German labour minister 
review common unemployment problems 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
and visiting German Minister 
of Labour and Social Affairs 
Norbert Blum Tuesday discus- 
sed cooperation in solving un- 
employment issues and social 
affairs in both countries. 

The German mihister said at 
the meeting held at the Prime 
Ministry, that Germany was 
facing unemployment, espe- 
cially among recent university 
graduates, but he added that 
His country was willing to 
cooperate with Jordan in find- 
ing solutions to labour-related 
problems. 

Both the prime minister and 
Mr. Blum stressed their coun- 
tries’ desire to collaborate on 
all levels and in various fields. 

Thanking Germany for its 
continued assistance ro Jordan, 
Dr. Majali said that be hoped 
that the German government 
would now help the Kingdom 
in promoting its vocational 
training programmes to help it 
stem unemployment, as well as 
assist in carrying out more de- 
velopment projects that can 
provide jobs. 

Jordan, Dr. Majali said, is in 
need of assistance to- solve its 
water-related problems in view 
of the growth in its population. 

He said the Kingdom was 
looking forward to the achieve- 
ment of a just and durable 
peace, adding that Jordan 
hopes Germany would help in 
this area. 

Dr. Majali also said Jordan 
seeks Germany’s support in 
ending the siege imposed on 
the port of Aqaba over the past 
three years, because it has 
been causing untold sufferings 
and hurting the national eco- 
nomy. 

The prime minister added 
that Jordan has borne the 
brunt of the consequences of 
the Gulf war, and its economy 
has been severely hit by the 
U.N.-imposed sanctions on 
Iraq and the siege on Aqaba. 

Speaking during a visit to the 
Scfaneller Vocational Training 
Centre near Russeifa, Mr. 
Blum said crafts and manual 



Prime Minister AbduJ Salam Mqjali Tuesday receives visiting German Minister of Labour 
and Social Affairs Norbert Blum (Petra photo) 


and vocational work were 
more important to the national 
economy than academic educa- 
tion, and constitute the main 
tool for economic success. 

The German minister, who 
earlier held talks with several 
Jordanian ministers, was 
accompanied on a tour of the 
workshops at the Schneller 
centre, which offers training in 
carpentry and auto- 
maintenance and trains future 
blacksmiths. 

The minister took part in 
some of the students’ activities 
and listened to an Arabic lan- 
guage lesson. 

Centre Director Sami Habi- 
bi explained to Mr. Blum that 
the -school, which was inaugu- 
rated by His Majesty King 
Hussein in 1966. offers training 
to 250 orphaned students be- 
tween the ages of six and 21. 

Mr. Habibi also outlined the 
various programmes and de- 
velopment stages of the school 
which has been the fruit of 


joint Jordanian-German coop- 
eration in labour affairs. 

The Schneller institution of 
Germany first set up a school 
in Jerusalem in 1S60 and later a 
primary school near Ramleh in 
now occupied Palestine. 

The Jerusalem school was a 
full secondary and industrial 
school; the one near Ramleh 
offered primary education and 
was adjoined by a large farm. 

The Schneller School in Am- 
man. which is now run by the 
Anglican Church and com- 
munity, offers academic as well 
as vocational training to stu- 
dents. Germany had provided 
instructors at the start and they 
remained until 1988; the train- 
ing is now conducted by Arab 
instructors. 

According to Mr. Habibi, 
the students receive an 
academic education until the 
10th grade and later they fol- 
low a vocational training curri- 
culum. 


Mr. Blum discussed 
Gcrman-Jordanian coopera- 
tion in labour matters earlier 
with Minister of Labour 
Khaled Ghzawi, and said he 
exchanged views with his coun : 
terpart on matters related to 
organising the local labour 
market and the German ex- 
perience in this area. 

Also the two ministers dis- 
cussed vocational training and 
ways to develop human re- 
sources and workers skills: 

Mr. Blum also met with 
Minister of Youth Abdullah 
Oweidat. with whom he discus- 
sed prospects of cooperation in 
youth and sports affairs. 

Mr. Oweidat reviewed the 
ministry’s plans for developing 
school sports, physical activi- 
ties for handicapped youth and 
youth clubs in Jordan. 

Later. Mr. Blum met with' 
Minister of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Walid Asfour to 
discuss issues of mutual con- 
cern. 


Dentists’ annual meeting to centre on 
continuous education, surgery advances 


By Jennifer Hamaraeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Beginning to- 
day and branching over into 
next week dentists, labora- 
tory specialists, educators 
and some sectors of the 
media will be concentrating 
on the importance of good 
oral hygiene. 

For the next three days, 
starting today, the Jordan 
Dentists Association (JDA) 
will bold its annual confer- 
ence. 

This year’s theme is coor- 
dination 'and cooperation in 
order to develop the per- 
formance on the dental 
surgeon through continuous 
education. 

JDA board member Huda 
Fakhouri told the Jordan 
Times that the lectures to be 
presented will cover most 
aspects of dental surgery, 
preventive medicine, and 
treatment. A special focus 
will be placed on facial and 
jaw surgeries. 

Another category of emph- 
asis will be incidental surgery 
and children's surgery. Here, 
modern advances in ortho- 
dontics and bridge work will 
be dealt with. 

Other speakers will 
address the treatment of 
elderly and handicapped pa- 
tients. 

There wilt be a session 
conducted by dentists and 
laboratory specialists stres- 
sing the importance of pa- 
tient referrals from dentists 
to laboratories in order to 
avoid complications, particu- 
larly in chronic cases. 

Another lecture will dis- 
cuss the relationship between 
eye diseases and dental prob- 
lems. 

According to opthalmolog- 
fct Sura Sabelaish, the link 
between eye and teeth prob- 
lems was made as far back as 
Babylonian times when King 
Asarhadoon complained of 
head and feet troubles and 
his physician advised him to 
have his teeth extracted. 

Dr. Sabelaish, who will re- 
view the past and present 
relations of eye and dental 
problems in her lecture to the 
JDA conference, explained 


that the main source of sensa- 
tion to the eyes comes from 
the trigeminal nerve which 
supplies sensation to the en- 
tire eye area as well as to the 
upper and lower jaws. 

“This explains some of the 
related symptoms affecting 
both the eyes and the teeth.” 
she told the Jordan Tiroes. 
She added that some symp- 
toms of pain in the eye or the 
temporal area can be traced 
to tooth decay. 

More than 40 lecturers 
from Jordan, other Arab 
states, Britain and Germany 
are expected to partiriapte. 

On the third and final day 
of the conference, a special- 
ised workshop on X-ray proc- 
edures will be conducted in 
collaboration with the Minis- 
try of Energy. The aim of the 
workshop is to license de- 
ntists to use X-ray equip- 
ment. 

Sameera Saquer, head of 
the division at the Ministry of 
Energy charged with licens- 
i ing and inpsecting all medical 
institutions and establish- 
ments using radiation 
sources, explained that the 
workshop is gjeared towards 
dentists who have been prac- 
tising for nearly three de- 
cades, i.e., prior to laws and 
regulations governing the use 
of radiation in medicine in 
Jordan. 

Mrs. Saquer told the Jor- 
dan Times that in order to be 
licensed to operate X-ray 
equipment, new dentists are 
required by law and the Code 
of Practice to attend a 20- 
hour course. 

The Ministry, she said, has 
modified that course into the 
workshop to be held Friday, 
in order to accommodate the 
veteran dentists. Mrs. Saquer 
will be part of the lecture 
team at the workshop and 
will speak about radiation 
protection in dental proce- 
dures. 

On the sidelines of the 
conference, Jordanian phar- 
maceutical companies and 
stores specialised in dentistry 
material and equipment will 
display their products at an 
exhibition. 

The World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) has desig- 



A photo from an information pamphlet published by the 
Jordanian committee planning the activities to mark 
“Healthy Oral Hygiene Year” 


nated 1994 as the Year of 
Healthy Oral Hygiene. Coin- 
ciding with the conference, 
Jordan will mark this cam- 
paign on April 7. 

Dr. Fakhouri told the Jor- 
dan Times that a committee 
of representatives of the 
ministries of health and 
education, the JDA, the col- 
leges of dentistry at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and the 
Jordan University for Science 
and Technology (JUST), the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
and the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) 
has been working on a prog- 
ramme to educate the public, 
especially schoolchildren, on 
good oral hygiene practices. . 

Their plan .includes a 
media campaign of televi- 
sion, radio and newspaper 
features, plus the distribution 
ui pixtnpiiiets and posters 
aimed at drawing attention to 


the benefits of maintianing a 
healthy mouth and teeth. ‘ 

The Ministry of Education 
is engaging the country’s: 
schools in a children's draw,. 

■ ing and essay competition or) 
the subject. The drawings' 
will be pur on display in the' 
main hall of the Teachers'' 
Gub in Amman, and winners 
of the contest u-jll be 
announced on April 7. 

On April S, Her Royal 
Highness Princess Haya Bint 
AJ Hussein will launch a 
march to commemorate 1994 
as the Year of Healthy Oral 
Hygiene. 

Marchers will start off from 
the Haya Arts Centre in 
Shmeisani (Amman) and 
walk to the Orthodox Club in 
Abdoun. where a celebration 
for the participating children 
will be held, including music, 
folkfore dancing and other 
activities. 


* Exhibition by Syria” artists Abdul Mannan Shamma, 
Khaled Al Maz, ami Mamdouh Kashlan at Ab'aad Art 

Gallery. 

* Exhibition of sculptures and drawings by Jordanian sculp- 

tor Samer Tabbaa. Also showing “permanent" exhibition of 
54 Arab contemporary artists at Darat Al Funun of the 
Abdnl Hameed Sboman Foundation in Jabal Lnwdbdeh 
(Tel. 643251/2)- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


ft Exhibition entitled "Writers Do Draw" by Jamal Naji, 
Ibrahim Nasrallah, and Farouq Wadi at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

ft Plastic art exhibition by Syrian artists Abdnl Qader Azzquz 
and Aoun Al Droubi at the Phoenix Gallery for Art and 
Culture (Tel. 69531). 


ft Exhibition by Iraqi artist Turk! Abdullah at the Baladna Art 
Gallery. 

ft Book exhibition at the Safeway International, 
ft Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at 
Orfafi Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 


-fr Festival of national songs at Al Hassan I bn Talal Auditor- 
ium at the University of Jordan at 2:00 p.m. 

☆ Drama entitled “A Very Symbolic Play" at the main 
theatre at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 
ft Drama entitled “A Midsummer Night’s Dream" by the 
Ahliya School at the studio theatre at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 6:00 p.m. 
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The things that Jordan knows mkahil- 


U.S. STATE Department spokesman Michael 
McCnrry was only Anting Hie obvious when he said 
Monday that peace is “manifestly in Jordan’s 
interest” Not that what he said were hew. Jordan 
has always recognised this; His Majesty King 
Hussein has repeatedly said that Jordan seeks peace 
- because it is in Jordan’s best interest. Only last 
month the King reiterated this position when he told 
members of the Upper House of Parliament that 
peace was a strategic objective for Jordan. 

McCurry’s remarks came during a testing session 
with journalists who grilled him over American 
policy towards Iraq, following a threat by the King 
that Jordan would boycott the U.S. -sponsored 
peace process unless the blockade on Aqaba were 
lifted. The session exposed the U.S. double standard 
when the treatment of the Iraqi people was com- 
pared to that of Haitians- Nonetheless, as for as 
Jordan is concerned, and as Information Minister 
Jawad An a pi made it dear yesterday, “the whole 
peace process was...generated by the Golf war.” 
Former U.S. President George Bosh had insisted 
daring the Gnlf crisis that once that conflict was 
settled and Iraqi occupation forces left Kuwait the 
Middle East peace process would start, which was 
the case. 

Now the Jordanian people cannot understand two 
things: Why should the sanctions on Iraq continue? 
ami Why is Jordan being punished? On the first 
count, Iraq seems to have abided by all U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. Rolf Ekeos, the U.N. 
special representative, has more or less confirmed 
this. When the council met last week to review the 
situation regarding the sanctions, it foiled to issue a 
statement because France, China, Russia and the 
rest of the Council members wanted to indude a 
sen t enc e in the statement commending Iraq’s coop- 
eration with the Council. The U.S. and B ritain 
refused. McCnrry stiO insists that the sanctions will 
continue because Iraq “is not in fall compliance” 
with the Security Council resolutions, though he 
acknowledges that the Iraqi children are suffering, 
an attitude that Jordanians do not understand or 
accept. 

On the count of the Aqaba blockade, the Jorda- 
nian leadership is at pains justifying the Kingdom’s 
cooperation with the other parties to the peace 
process while the main cosponsor, the U.S., is 
subjecting Jordan to a treatment that is hurting its 
economy. 

We do of coarse appreciate the quick American 
response to Jordan’s complaint. And we hope that 
the Washington meeting tomorrow will address our 
grievances and pot an aid to the blockade of Aqaba . 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily commented on King Hussein's decision to link 
Jordan's return to the Arab- Israeli peace negotiations with the 
end of (he three-year siege on Aqaba by saying enough is 
enough. We have been patient with the inspections and the 
harassment of international shipping operations in the Gulf of 
Aqaba for so long, said the paper, ’nie inspection and the 
interception of ships are unjustified and carried out against a 
country not involved in the Gulf war in any way. said the 
paper. Referring to King Hussein's meeting with the ambassa- 
dors of the permanent members of the U.N. Security Council, 
the paper said that it is up to the U.N. Security Council now to- 
deride on a halt m such a practice against a U.N. member 
slate. The paper said that Jordan should protect its own 
sovereignty and national interests and cannot withstand 
further acts of repression and unjustified arbitrary actions on 
the part of any nation. Jordan, added the paper, cannot be 
part of a peace process in a region it is subject to repression 
and acts considered os violating its own sovereignty. Indeed, 
said the paper, the siege on Aqaba is viewed by the Kingdom 
as part of the ongoing pressure on the Jordanians to succumb 
to the will of hostile forces and to chang its national stands. It 
said that the malpractices against Jordan, which have caused 
the country severe economic losses, should stop before Jordan 
can resume its role in the peace-making process. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily Tuesday discussed the issue 
of the rising numbers of road accidents in Jordan and urged 
the Traffic Department and the Greater Amman Municipality 
to take measures that would end the carnage on the streets. 
Reckless drivers who. drive speedily, killing and maiming 
citizens and causing severe property damage are not worthy of 
being affiliated to the country and should be locked up in 


prisons and deprived of any driving licence, demanded Tareq 
Masarweh. It is not enough to talk sweetly to the drivers on 


Masarweh. It is not enough to talk sweetly to the drivers on 
the radio, cautioning them to abide by the traffic rules, but it is 
rather important for the concerned authorities to take drastic 
and prompt measures to put an end to acts of severe traffic 
violations by any motorist, said the writer. He said that rhe 
municipality ought to deride on fixed bus stops and draw up 
schedules for bus transport operations along ail routes inside 
the city. The writer demanded that foreign help from 
advanced nations be enlisted to enable the local authorities tor 
organise traffic, suggesting that recurrent violators of Traffic 
laws be denied driving licences. 


Main elements of U.S. policy in the Gulf 


WASHINGTON — The Un- 
ited States recognises that the 
greatest potential danger to 
regional security in the Gulf 
"lies in the threats which may 
come from either Iran or 
Iraq." and has redefined U.S. 
policy accordingly. Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern Affairs Toni G. 
Verstandig said March 22. 

"These states pose different 
challenges. Their threats re- 

3 uire different policies" than 
lose established in the Carter 
Doctrine of the 1980's. Ms. 
Verstandig said. 

Speaking on "Principal Ele- 
ments of United States Policy 
in the Gulf' before the Nation- 
al Security Industrial Associa- 
tion conference. Ms. Verstan- 
dig said Gulf geostrategic poli- 
cies of the Clinton administra- 
tion have been detailed by 
National Security Advisor 
Anthony Lake in his article 
"Confronting Backlash 
States," which appeared in the 
March/April issue of the Fore- 
ign Affairs journal. 

“The basic strategic princi- 
ple for the U.S. in the Gulf, as 
defined in the Lake article, is 
to protect critical American 
interests in the security of our 
friends and in the free’ flow of 
oil at stable prices," Ms. -Ver- 
standig said. 


“The progress we have wit- 
nessed in the peace process. 


too, will contribute to the pre- 
servation of stability in the 
Gulf and will help erase the 
need of the past to balance our 
cooperation with Israel and 
with the Gulf Arab states 
against each other," she said. 

Following is the text of Ms. 
Verstandig's address: 

I appreciate very much the 
opportunity to come speak to 
you today on a subject which is 
of abiding interest to all of us 
— the geopolitical situation in 
the Gulf. On Feb. 12, 1945. 
King Abdul Aziz AI Saud. 
King of Saudi Arabia, boarded 
a U7S. navy destroyer, the USS 
Murphy, and pitched his tent 
on the deck, where he shel- 
tered with 4S advisors and 


seven sheep for the short trip 
from Jeddah to the Great Bit- 


ter Lake and his secret rendez- 
vous with President Roosevelt. 
Although that brief meeting 
was focussed heavily on Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's search for 
Arab acquiescence in the crea- 
tion of a Jewish homeland in 
the Palestine, it also served to 
cement the U.S. -Saudi 
strategic alliance. 

Within a few years of the 
meeting at Great 'Bitter Lake, 
the U.S. and Saudi Arabia 


signed a lease permitting U.S. 
use of the Dhahran airbase. 


use of the Dhahran airbase. 
The U.S. began to supply 
Saudi Arabia with military 
equipment, and an American 
military mission arrived to start 
a training programme for the 
Saudi armed forces. Every 
administration since Truman’s 
has reiterated the commitment 
to protecting the integrity and 
independence of Saudi Arabia 
in one form or another. Early 
in 19S0. after the Soviet inva- 
sion of Afghanistan raised the 
spectre that the Soviets were 
seeking control over the 
world's oil lifeline. President 
Carter sealed the understand- 
ing with a doctrine, asserting 
that the U.S. would resist any 
attempt by any "outside force” 
to "gain control of the Gulf 
redon." 

While the Carter Doctrine 
was aimed principally at block- 
ing the perceived threat of 
Soviet expansionism, it was the 


reality of Iran’s and Iraq's 
search for hegemony and re- 


search for hegemony and re- 
gional dominance which finally 
drew a U.S. military response*, 
first through protection of 
Kuwaiti oil' shipments during 
the Iran-Inaq war. and then, 
significantly, in the coalition 
effort to liberate Kuwait and 
defeat Iraqi aggression. Today, 
we recognise that the greatest 
potential danger to regional 
security lies in the threat which 
mav come from either Iran, or 
Iraq. These states pose diffe- 
rent challenges. Their threats 
require different policies as has 


been detailed by National 
Security Advisor Lake in his 
recent "Foreign Affairs” arti- 
cle on “Backlash States." 


A U.S. strategy 

The basic strategic principle 
for the U.S. in the Gulf, as 
defined in the Lake article, is 
to protea critical American 
interests in the security of our 
friends and in the free flow of 
oil at stable prices. In pursuing 
that balance, the U.S. concen- 
trates on two sets of key objec- 
tives: 

— limiting the ability of 
either Iran or Iraq to threaten 
regional stability; and 

— bolstering the defensive 
capabilities of our friends in 
the region, individually; in tan- 
dem with their regional part- 
ners; and in concert with the 
U.S. and other friendly outside 
powers. 

We have the means to check 


immediate, overt threats. Iraq 
is constrained bv international 


is constrained by international 
sanctions which were first 
affirmed by the United Na- 
tions. Iran is weakened by war 
and cannot directly challenge 
the U.S. Navy. No superpower 
is urging either one on, or 
extending a protective umbrel- 
la. The situation is not static, 
however; and it is worth noting 
in some detail the major, speci- 
fic elements of our Iran and 
Iraq policies. 


Iraq 

Iraq remains a regional pow- 
er with a long-term potential to 
threaten regional and U.S. in- 
terests. but it is subject to an 
extensive and highly rigorous 
set of international restrictions 
on its freedom of action. Our 
stance towards Iraq is dear; it 
must fully comply with all re- 
levant U.N. Security Council 
resolutions, and with the mea- 
sures taken by the internation- 
al coalition to enforce and 
mom tor them. 

There is no convindng evi- 
dence that Saddam Hussein's 
regime is prepared to meet this 
standard. Iraq is .not in full 
compliance with any of the 
relevant U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. It continues to re- 
ject elements of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 687 which 
ended fighting in the Gulf war. 
such as recognising Kuwait's 
borders. With such a record. 


Iraq's calls for negotiations to 
ena international sanctions are 


end international sanctions are 
at best premature. 


We strongly support the con- 
tinued territorial integrity and 
unity of Iraq. We support the 
Iraqi National Congress in its 
efforts to unify and strengthen 
the Iraqi opposition, and" con- 
tribute to tne process of bring- 
ing about a democratic, plur- 
alistic government in Iraq 
which can live at peace with its 
neighbours and its own people. 
In sum, we are determined that 
the will of the international 
community, as expressed in 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions, be enforced to ensure 
that Iraq can never again 
threaten its neighbours or pose 
a threat to peace. 

. Let me reiterate that the 
U.S. bears no ill will towards 
the Iraqi people. Saddam Hus- 
sein's brutal treatment of 


Iraq’s rivilian population is a 
matter of record. The Iraqi 
government could alleviate the 


suffering of the Iraqi people by 
ceasing its repression, especial- 


ly in the north against the 
Kurds and in the south against 
the Shiites, and by taking 
advantage of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 706 and 
712, which allow Iraq to sell 
limited quantities of oil under 


U.N. control to purchase food, 
medians and other humanita- 


rian goods. 


Iran 

As for Tran, we have deep 
and serious concerns about its 
behaviour in five areas: 

— its quest for nuclear and 
other weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. and the means for their 
delivery; 

— the continued involve- 
ment of the Iranian govern- 


ment in terrorism and assas- 
sination worldwide; 

— its support for violent 
opposition to the Arab-Israeli 
peace process; 

— Iran's threats and subver- 
sive activities against its neigh- 
bours; and 

— its dismal human rights 
record at home. 

Our policy is not aimed at- 
changing the Iranian govern- 
ment, but at inducing Iran to 
change its behaviour in these 
areas. We seek increased inter- 
national economic pressure to 
persuade Iras that it cannot 
expect to enjoy normal state to 
state relations so long as it 
violates basic standards of in- 
ternational behaviour. This 
means working with other 
countries to deny Iran access to 
technology and other means by 
which it can facilitate the pur-. 
suit of policies of destabilisa- 
tion, terrorism, and the ac- 
quisition of weapons of mass 
destruction. At toe same time, 
we have made clear that we do 
not seek the overthrow of the 
Iranian regime. We have made 
clear that we are prepared to 
enter into dialogue with autho- 
rised representatives of the Ira- 
nian government to discuss the 
differences between us.. , 


Security cooperation * 
One of the clear lessons of 
the past decade has been that 
containment of regional 
threats by itself is not suffi- 
cient. We also deed to work 
with our friends in the region 
to develop a strong regional 
deterrent to those who would 
threaten its security or stabil- 
ity. Many of you in the audi- 
ence today have been directly 
involved in these efforts. Let 
me review with you our 
approach to bolstering the 
security of our friends ui the 
area. The U.S. is: 

— Encouraging the mem- 
bers of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council to work more closely 
together on collective defence 
and security arrangements; 

— helping individual GCC 
countries meet their legitimate 
defence requirements, includ- 
ing arms sales that increase 
their capabilities to conduct 
coordinated operations with 
U.S. and other GCC forces; 
and 


— working to strengthen our 
vn ability to art quickly in the 


own ability to art quickly in the 
region by maintaining strong 


forces there, by propositioning 
vital equipment ana material, 
and by concluding defence ac- 
cess agreements with the GCC 
states. 

The recent reassessment of 
U.S. defence strategy and re- 
sources carried out by the Clin- 
ton administration — the bot- 
lom-up review — reaffirmed 
the importance of the Gulf and 
committed major U.S. defence 
assets to a continuing mission 
in the region. Our goal here is 
to complement, not replace, 
the Guff states' own collective 
security efforts. We do not 
intend to station troops per- 


manently anywhere in the re- 
gion. Our objective is to in- 


gion. Our objective is to in- 
crease regional stability, deter 
threats, and raise the threshold 
at which direct U.S. military 
action would be needed; that 
is, to reduce the likelihood that 
we and our allies would have to 
fight to repel all aggression. 

We also recognise that 
equipment alone cannot 
address the requirement for 
regional security. Small 
.populations, absorption issues, 
and the need, in this era of 
lower oil prices, for the Gulf 
states to budget carefully for 
their military procurement, all 
lead to the conclusion that the 
appropriate response to Gulf is 
a diverse one. For that reason, 
the U.S. particularly welcomed 
the decision of the GCC sum- 
mit meeting in Riyadh last year 
to endorse a number of recom- 
mendations of the GCC de- 
fence ministers for enhanced' 


GCC cooperation and coor- 
dination. These include, for 


example, joint efforts in the 
area of air defence command 
and control. We believe, and 
have underlined with our 


friends in the area, that con- 
tinued measures aimed at im- 
proved GCC cooperation form 
an important component of en- 
hanced deterrence for the re- 
gion. 


Human rights, 
democracy and I slam 

As a final element of our 
framework, I would like to say 
a few words about the connec- 
tion we see between human 
rights, democracy and Islam on 
one band and the implications 
for U.S. policy, security and 
stability in the region on the 
other hand. While the issue of 
political Islam is highly com- 
plex and varies considerably in 
each country, the U.S. 
approach to the phenomenon 
can be outlined in a few basic 
points: 

— we do not view Islam as 
the next ’ism” confronting the 
West or threatening world 
peace. 

— we part company with 
those — whether their message 
is religious or secular — who 
practice terrorism, oppress 
minorities, preach intolerance, 
violate human rights, or pursue 
their political goals through 
violence. 


— we do not seek a "made 
in America” model for other 


societies, but we are proud of 
our traditions and values and 


we support those in the region 
who seek to ejqiand both poli- 
tical participation and respect 
for basic human rights. 

— finally, we are wary of 
those who would use the 
democratic process to come to 
power, only to destroy that 
very process in order to retain 
power and political domi- 
nance. 

Hie Gulf is no exception to 
our general interest in support- 
ing democratisation and hu- 
man rights. We have been 
clear in our discussions with 
the leaders of the Gulf states in 


stating our view that increased 
’popular participation in gov- 


ernment would enhance, not 
diminish, regional and internal 
stability and would contribute 
to the success of our coopera- 
tive efforts. We h3ve wel- 
comed the steps, albeit tenta- 
tive so far, to broaden that 
participation throughout the 
Gulf, whether it is the elections 
in Kuwait or the development 
of advisory coundls in Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, and Bahrain. 
We look forward to continued 
progress along these lines. 


Conclusion 

Fifty years ago, when Abdnl 
Aziz left his kingdom to travel 
to his meeting with President 
Roosevelt, the trip was con- 
ceived and executed in sucb 
secrecy that news of it left the 
King's enemies proclaiming, 
that he bad fled his country or 
been kidnapped by the Amer- 
icans; members of his house- 
hold were distraught, and 
some dressed in mourning to 
bewail their sudden abandon- 
ment; and it left the British 
community in Jeddah furious 
at the impudence of American 
intervention in a region long 
dominated by Britain. But to- 


day, the partnership whose 
foundations were laid that day 
has emerged at the centre of 
regional security relations. 
Through the development of 
our ties to friendly states of the 
Gulf, we seek to ensure that 
those states enjoy the fruits of 
security and stability and that 
the international community 
preserves access to the vital 
natural resources of the region. 
The progress we have witnes- 
sed in the peace process, too.' 
will contribute to the preserva- 
tion of stability in the Gulf and 
will help erase the need of the 
past to balance our coopera- 
tion with Israel and with the 
Gulf Arab states against each 
other. Given the confluence of 
events, we are encouraged by 
our success thus far in achiev- 
ing those worthy objectives 
and are firmly committed to 
pursuing them to their ultimate 
success in the future — United 
States Information Agency. 
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West, with few 


f 


options, plays it 


long with N. Korea 


By Patrick Worsnip 
Reuter 


LONDON — With very few 
military or economic cards in 
its hands, the West has deeded 
to play it long with North 
Korea in a bid to defuse the 
dangerous dispute over Pyon- 
gyang’s nuclear programme. 

Like police faced with an 
armed hijacker, the United 
States ana its allies axe trying 
to hold the temperature down 
and keep negotiating. 

This approach, they believe, 
offers the best hope of per- 
suading North Korea to re- 
sume cooperating with U.N. 
inspectors who fear the coun- 
try's Stalinist government may 
be developing nuclear 
weapons. 

But, diplomats say, the crisis 
underlines the difficulties _ of 
dealing with an authoritarian 
regime that appears both un- 
concerned about world opinion 
and desperate to fend off poli- 
tical ana economic collapse. 

The crisis, simmering for 
three years, came back to the 
boil tins month when the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA), said its inspectors 
had been barred from taking 
samples at a key nuclear site 
and could not give North 
Korea a clean bfil of health. 


sanctions is a military alterna- 
tive, our military leaders have 
stated while we could win chat 
war, there would be very great 
damage and hundreds of 
thousands of casualties,’ Mr. 
Peny said. 

Other countries, _ too, are 
sceptical about sanctions which 
took years to have much effect 
on countries such as rhodesia 
and South Africa. Results are 
still awaited from the sanctions 
imposed two years ago on 
rump Yugoslavia. 

North Korea has made a 
-political philosophy out of self- 
reliance and is believed to un- * 
port only about 10 per cent of 
what it consumes. 

Koreans in Japan send con- 
siderable sums of money to 
relatives in North Korea, bat 
shutting off that flow could be 
difficult, experts say. 

Pyongyang has threatened 
that if sanctions are imposed it 
will withdraw from the 1968 
nudear non-proliferation trea- 
ty, a move that would reduce 
outside leverage still further. 

Under the treaty, North 
Korea is obliged to refrain 
from making nudear weapons 
and to open up its facilities to 
inspection by the IAEA. 


The report led to the cancell- 
E of U.S.-North Korean 


mg ot U.o.-Nortn Korean 
talks, threats of war from 
Pyongyang, the alerting of 
armea forces in both Koreas, 
the dispatch of U.S. Patriot 
missiles to South Korea, and 
the referral of the matter to the 
United Nations. . 

But, despite talk in the West 
of imposing economic sanc- 
tions on North Korea, a Secur- 
ity Council resolution expected 
tins week will confine itself to 
urging Pyongyang to permit 
unrestricted inspections. 

It is likely to give North 
Korea a month to comply be- 
fore further U.N. action is 
contemplated, diplomats say. 

In part, the caution is to 
avoid alienating China, a long- 
standing friend of North 
Korea. Beijing has said it is 
against punitive measures but 
has not specifically stated that 
it would use its Security Coun- 
cil veto to block sanctions. 


“The western pow- 
ers , along with 
Pyongyang's 
neighbours South 
Korea and Japan, 
also do not want to 
panic the isolated 
and jumpy North 
Korean leadership 
into some poten- 
tially catastrophic 
military move.” 


The western powers, along 


with Pyongyang s neighbours 
South Korea and Japan, also 
do not want to panic the iso- 
lated and jumpy North Korean 
leadership into some potential- 


ly catastrophic military move. 
North Korea has over one nril- 


- As for military actions such 
3$ air strikes, the main fear is 
that they could trigger a mas- 
sive invasion of South Korea, 
western experts say that de- 
spite outdated equipment the 
north could attack the south 
with 750.000 troops in one to 
two days. 

Western perplexity over 
North Korea is well exempli- 
fied by the fact that no one is 
sure whether Pyongyang has 


North Korea has over one mil- 
lion men under arms. 

But. the softly-softly 
approach also reflects the out- 
side world's lack of options, 
officials say. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Wi- 
liam Perry said in a recent 
interview that beyond di- 


developed a nuclear weapon or 
■ not, although many experts be- 


plomacy “the alternatives... 
become very unattractive." 


become very unattractive. 

Sanctions, he told the news- 
paper USA Today, could be 
ineffective as Norm Korea did 
not depend to a great extent on 
imports. Catting off energy im- 
ports, on which Pyongyang 
does depend, would require 
the collaboration of China . 

“The alternative beyond 


lieve it now has enough pluto- 
nium to do so. 

Nor is there agreement over 
why North Korea — which 
denies having nudear weapons 
— would want them anyway. 

The main theories are that 
they would be an insurance 
policy against the collapse of 
the regime and enforced reuni- 
.fication with the south, or that 
the programme is a bargaining 
chip to be given up in return 
for concessions such as U.S. A 


recognition. 
"We are 


We are not prepared to 
bank on the second of those 
alternatives,” one western di- 
plomat said. 
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* Israelis kill 1, wound 60 


( Continued from page j) 
leaflets. 

Violence flared in Jabaliya. 
scene of Monday’s killings 
when the army tried to stop 
Palestinians defying the curfew 
to attend the funerals of the 
sk. Border guards and soldiers 
were beaten back by a hail of 

stones, Palestinians' said. 

Two Palestinians meanwhile 
attacked an Israeli with an axe 
seriously wounding him on a 
building site at Petah Tikva, in 
the suburbs of Tel Aviv, police 
said. 

The latest deaths brought to 
1.257 the number of Palesti- 
nians killed by Israelis since 
the start of the intifada in 
December 1987, according to 
an AFP toll based on Palesti- 
nian figures. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said the army’s kill- 
ing of six Fateh men was a 
“veiy sad event.” 

^ “The (soldiers) feared it was 
an attempt to ambush them, so 
they took the action that they 
did. The (troops) had no sinis- 
ter intentions. It was a very 
event,” Mr. Peres told repor- 
ters. 

An Israeli official who de- 
manded anonymity said the 
shooting of the Fateh Hawks in 
Gaza was a “worse case sce- 
nario” because they were not 
on Israel’s wanted list and they 
belonged to Mr. Arafat’s own 
Fateh faction. He said there 
were now fears that the PLO 
would ask new demands and 
slow down negotiations. 

The Palestinians killed Mon- 
day night were distributing 
leaflets about a local dispute in 
Jabaliya in which they 
threatened to take action 
against Palestinian activists 
who harassed people in the 
name of Fateh. 

The shootout occurred at 
one_of the small storefronts 
that double as gas stations and 
video markets in the densely 
populated Gaza Strip. 

About 12 Palestinians wear- 
ing camouflage fatigues, their 
heath wrapped in headdresses, 
pulled up to the shop in two 
k cars and demanded a car to 


block the road, said Mahmud 
Wadi, 25, who handed over his 
vehicle. 

About seven Israeli under- 
cover troops in two cars 
opened fire, killing four men 
rastantly, Mr- Wadi said. One 
Hawk, a woman bystander and 
a boy riding a bicycle nearby 
were also wounded, eyewitnes- 
ses said. 

Two Palestinians were shot 
at a point-blank range, witnes- 
ses said. 

“One of the fugitives was 
running away when an Israeli 
soldier caught up with him, 
stood on has feet, pulled his 
head back by the hair and 
pumped at least three bullets 
right into his head," Mr. Wadi 
said. 

Garage owner Mohammad 
Abu Aida, 25, said another 
man lay bleeding on the 
ground when an Israeli soldier 
walked up and shot him in the 
head. 

Benjamin Ben-EUezer, the 
housing minister and a retired 
army general, defended the 
soldiers, saying the Fateh 
Hawks were armed and in uni- 
form and the soldiers could not 
tell if they were Islamic fun- 
damentalists. 

“I don’t think there’s a 
reason for Fateh people to run 
around at night in tiger uni- 
forms and guns,” he said. “I 
think the instinctive and neces- 
sary thing for soldiers to do is 
open fire.” 

Leaflets by Hamas and left- 
wing factions opposed the de- 
ployment of Palestinian police 
in Hebron. The measure had 
been demanded by the PLO m 
the wake of the massacre, and 
final details on such a deploy- 
ment were expected to be 
worked out in Cairo talks 
Tuesday. 

Wall slogans signed by local 
Fateh supporters called for 
armed struggle. “No peace af- 
ter today,” declared one in 
Hebron. 

Fateh supporters vowed to 
attack Israeli soldiers in repris- 
al for the killing of the Fateh 
Hawks, saying the Fateh 
Hawks were deliberately 
targetted by soldiers. 


Jordan condemns Israeli violence 


(Continued from page I) 

nearly 20 Palestinians during a 
protest against Israeli seizures 
of Arab lands. 

“The day reminds ns of the 
arbitrary and inhuman means 
of the Israeli authorities which 
are not conducive to achieving 
peace in. the region,” Dr. Ana- 
ni said. “We would like to 
commemorate Land Day to 
confirm Jordan's belief that 
peace will never prevail in the 
region unless a just and com- 
prehensive solution is achieved 
and Israel withdraws from all 
the occupied Arab territories.” 

Dr. An am’ said the Israeli 
violence against Palestinians 
should also be seen together 
with "the pressures that Jordan 


is also exposed to.” 

The net picture that 
emerges, be said, “is that there 
is a clear-cut intention to 
undermine the Arab role in 
pursuing a just and compre- 
hensive peace. 

“The Jordanian cabinet de- 
nounces the continued spilling 
of blood in the occupied terri- 
tories. We believe that we 
should pursue peace until the 
Palestinians achieve their full 
legitimate rights on their own 
sc® and land.” 

Dr. Anani also warned 
Israel. “We want to make our 
position clear that the cause of 
peace cannot be reflected by 
more killings or sending armed 
soldiers to kill innocent civi- 
lians,’' he said. 


PLO fighting to retain legitimacy 


(Continued from page 1) 

have proved to pose a serious 
obstacle to any tangible 
I*. changes on the ground that 
could ease Israeli control — 
let alone pave the way for 
smooth transfer to a Palesti- 
nian authority. 

The most immediately felt 
implication in the West Bank 
and Gaza was the absence of 
any confidence building mea- 
sures on the part of the 
Israelis which could have 
been crucial to the creation of 

- a conducive atmosphere to 
peace. 

For two years before the 
sig ning of the DoP, Palesti- 
nian negotiators have strug- 
gled in Washington to get 
Israel to abide by the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, or at 
least to adopt a number of 
measures based on interna- 
tional law stipulating protec- 
tion of people under occupa- 
tion . 

the DoP had no reference 
to the Geneva convention or 
any kind of Israeli commit- 
meat to halt its restrictive 
'■.i measures, that essentially 
conflicts with the Geneva 
conventions. 

Consequently, as negotia- 
tions were going pn, Israel 
had a relatively, free hand 
imposing restrictions onthe 
movement of people across 
*e West Bank 
passes were still needed for 
men under forty to enterEas 

Jerusalem, the main JSSU 
ances to the refugees camps 

were blocked and Israeh sw- 

" diets practically 
-i. Bfe in the squaiid sbanty- 
*-■ towns through their took out 
: posts — and afl other forms 
ofbuman rights violations 

continued. . ^ ^ 

The number one issue ** 
people under occupation* 
which they saw as an indica- 
tor of the seriousness of we 
process, was the release of 

- Palestinian 

But as talks proceed. 


what should had been prere- 
quisite steps for building a 
constituency for peace; be- 
came negotiating bargaining 
chips that Israel effectively 
used in Cairo and Taba. 

By Feb. 25, Israel had only 
agreed to release a certain 
category of prisoners — 
mainly the ones whose terms 
were about to end bad re- 
fused to release prisoners 
who belong to groups that 
oppose the DoP- 

On the eve of massacre, 
tension was already high in 
both Hebron and Gaza, 
which were placed under 
night curfew, starting from 
seven p.m. and for Palesti- 
nian activists that situation 
was on the verge of explo- 
sion, especially if the lead- 
ership accepted the Israeli 
distinction between prisoners 
who support the DoP and 
those in the opposition. 

Hamas in particular was 
becoming more active in 
Hebron, and was rapidly 
gaining ground as Palesti- 
nians there were contrasting 
the Islamic Resistance Move; 
ment against the Israeli 
occupation with the apparent 
compromising PLO position. 

The (Feb. 5) Cairo agree- 
ment had only aggravated an 
already volatile situation. 
Again the PLO leadership 
seemed to accept the Israeli 
concept and definition of 
security without easing its 
control or practices. 

The argument in Tunis, in 
support of “progress” 
achieved at the talks, was as 
acknowledgement that the 
agreement was lacking but 
.'that the priority was to 
accelerate the implementa- 
tion of the DoP. 

Few officials in Tunis now 
use this argument to defend 
the recent tentative agree- 
ment. Mr. Arafat does not 
seem to have the support of 
some of his closest aides who 
appear to be distancing them- 
selves from his decisions. 



P al esti ni ans taking shelter behind a barricade 
throw stones at Israeli sotdkrs during a mourn- 
ing held Tuesday for six Palestinians shot dead 


by Israeli troops In the Gaza Strip on Monday 
(AFP photo) 


Jordan seeks speedy solution 


(Omtinued from page j) 


Arab- Israeli peace process and 
die effects of the international 
sanctions imposed against Iraq 
following its invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990 were 
two separate issues. 

“We believe that the issue of 
Aqaba cannot be fully dis- 
associated from the peace pro- 
cess,” he said. “After all, the 
whole peace process was basi- 
cally generated after the Gulf 
war. Therefore, to say that 
there is no link is not a view 
that is necessarily shared by 
Jordan.” 

Dr. Anani said a recent 
escalation of the interceptions 
and inspection procedures 
adopted by the American-led 
warships patrolling the Red 
Sea could not but be seen as a 
form of indirect pressure on 
Jordan to accept an Israeli 
demand that the Kingdom sign 
a peace agreement and then 
negotiate the terms of the 
accord. 

“Jordan is not going to suc- 
cumb to pressures of this 
kind,” the minister said. “We 
want the peace process to pur- 
sue a rational path.- -Jordan 
does not need to give any 
further evidence to its positive 
attitude and its important and 
key role in the peace process 
itself.’’ 

The Jordanian position that 
the Kingdom’s participation in 
the peace process binged on a 
satisfactory end to its economic 
losses resulting from the en- 
forcement of the sanctions did 
not come out of a vacuum, the 
minister said. He pointed out 
that Jordan had proposed mov- 
ing inspection of Aqaba-bound 
steps from the 71 ran Straits to 
the port of Aqaba but was 
disappointed that the proposal 
was not given the proper speed 
and attention it deserved. 

The Jordanian proposal, 
presented during King Hus- 
sein’s visit to the U.S. and 
meeting with President Bill 
Clinton at the White House in 
January, calls for the stationing 
of an independent internation- 
al agency at Aqaba to check all 
incoming and outgoing cargo 
for violations of the sanctions 
against Iraq. 

Dr. Anani suggested that 
Llyods Register of London 
could be the “neutral third 
party” which could undertake 


this task. Llyods Register is 
known for its experience in 
inspecting international cargo 
upon the request of consignors 
and consignees to check 
whether consignments meet 
with the required technical and 
other specifications. 

The proposal was “relatively 
well received” by U.S. admi- 
nistration officials and that Jor- 
dan had replied to some of the 
queries raised by Washington 
over the implementation of the 
proposal. Dr. Anani said. 

“We need a third interna- 
tional party, without jeopardis- 
ing Jordan's territorial integri- 
ty and sovereignty and with the 
fall cooperation of Jordanian 
officials, to look at the goods 
when and where they are un- 
loaded at the docks of Aqaba 
to make sure they are not 
contraband and in violation of 
the sanctions resolutions,” Dr. 
Anani said. 

Dr. Anani, who estimated 
that Jordan lost up to $1.3 
billion in extra freight costs 
alone as a result of higher 
charges levied Ijy shipowners 
sending their vessels to and 
from Aqaba since the sanctions 
against Iraq were imposed in 
August 1990, noted that in- 
spectors have not been able to 
find a single violation of the 
sanctions after checking more 
than 1,700 vessels. 

Despite such a record, he 
said, Jordan continued to suf- 
fer from the modalities of the 
inspections. The minister said 
the Kingdom reserved the right 
to demand compensation for ' 
the losses it incurred. 

“The final effect of the 
method of inspections on 
Jordan-bound ships is not justi- 
fied by the method of applica- 
tion of sanctions against Iraq,” 
Dr. Anani said. “Alternatives 
were offered and we think they 
should have been studied but 
that should not have taken so 
much to be finalised and 
approved. 

“Therefore, when the num- 
ber of ships that were inter- 
cepted escalated in the last 
month while there was a con- 
structive proposal that has 
been discussed but not ratified, 
we had to draw a conclusion 
that Jordan is targeted econo- 
mically and politically...,” said 
Dr. Anani. 

Things came to a head-on 
clash when an Aqaba-bound 
ship was inspected four times 


and still refused permission to 
proceed to the port last week. 
Dr. Anani said, referring to 
the German vessel Skyman, 
which was turned away eariy 
Monday upon its return to the 
Tiran Straits following a tacit 
agreement that its cargo would 
be inspected at the port. 

Shipping agents said the 
13.000-tonne Skyman was car- 
rying 3,000 tonnes of general 
cargo for the Jordanian mar- 
ket. 

The denial of entry to the 
vessel was “another example 
of how this whole operation is 
singling ont Jordan as a coun- 
try which is being inspected 
and its economy is being nega- 
tively influenced by this modus 
operandi,” Dr. Anani said. 

The information minister 
welcomed a statement by U.S. 
State Department spokesman 
Michael McCnrry that the 
Jordanian proposal was under 
study and said Jordan hoped 
that “this matter will be very 
very soon resolved.” 

“If that happens, then we 
think it would iron out a major 
problem which is not. only 
affecting the Jordanian eco- 
nomy but also inflaming popu- 
lar response to tbe whole situa- 
tion,” Dr. Anani said. 

The minister was referring to 
. a call issued by Parliament last 
week for the government to 
refuse to return to peace talks 
with Israel until tbe siege of 
Aqaba is lifted and the lifting is 
formally announced at the 
Security Council. 

Dr. Anani said the Jorda- 
nian call for an end to the 
“modus operandi” of inspect- 
ing Aqaba-boand vessels was 
not linked to the overall sanc- 
tions against Iraq although Jor- 
dan strongly felt that the situa- 
tion of -the Iraqi people was 
worsening due to lack of 
enough food and medicine. 

Dr. Anani also reiterated 
that Jordan would not accept 
the stationing of international 
forces in its territory since such 
a move ... will be in violation 
of Jordan's sovereignty and 
territorial integrity." 

Asked whether Jordan 
would attend an April 7 round 
of multilateral talks on the 
environment, which is part of 
the Middle East process. Dr. 
Anani said: “We hope that tbe 
concerned parties will arrive at 
a speedy decision to solve tbe 
problem” of the siege of 
Aqaba. 


Media magnate wins Italian polls 


(Continued from page I) 

economist Fabrizio Mennella. 

Umberto Bossi, abrasive 
leader of the Northern League, 
insisted Mr. Berlusconi's vast 
basin ess interests disqualified 
him from becoming prime 
minister. 

He also struck out at the 
National Alliance, whose per- 
formance appeared to have 


made it Italy's third biggest 
party with 13.5 per cent of 
votes. 

Mr. Berlusconi’s Forza Italia 
polled 21 per cent and Mr. 
Occhetto’s ex-communist 
.Democratic Party of the Left 
(PDS) 20.4, according to re- 
turns for a proportional section 
of the lower house vote. 

. No percentages were avail- 
able for individual alliance 


members in tbe more impor- 
tant constituency voting. 

It would be difficult tot Mr. 
Berlusconi to form a cohesive 
government without the 
league, which polled 8.4 per 
cent.- 

“We are the political force 
which brought down the old 
regime,” the gravel-voiced 
Bossi declared. 


WE HAVE MOVED .... 

United Travel Agency 

UU United Airlines 

Cr. S. A 

Moved to its new offices to: 

Third Floor, Kalbouneh Building 
Opp. Tower Building, Prince Moh’d St. 
Tel: 641959 
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Balawi briefs Majali, says no dispute 


(Continued from page 1) 

to prejudge the outcome of 
IsraeH-Palestinian negotiations 
on the future of the occupied 
lands. 

Jordan has criticised the 
PLO over the resolution saying 
the document was mishandled 
since it opened the door for the 
U.S. to state what could be a 
precedent-setting position by 
abstaining on the reference to 
Jerusalem as occupied terri- 
tory. 

Information Minister Jawad 
AJ Anani, one of tbe officials 
who met on Tuesday with Mr. 
Balawi, who was sent there by 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
agreed with Mr. Balawi that 
there was no “fundamental 
rift” with the PLO. 

“In essence the difference is 
not a political one because 
what is demanded first and 
foremost is guaranteeing the 
Arab rights in Jerusalem,” Dr. 
Anani said. 

Dr. Anani told reporters 
that Mr. Balawi had brought a 
“positive approach” in the 
sense that he reaffirmed that 
“Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions are strong and should 
remain strong and should not 
be negatively affected by a 
difference here or a difference 
there.” 

Dr. Anani said Jordan’s 
foremost concern in tbe con- 
text of Jerusalem was to de- 
fend the Arab rights to tbe 
Holy City. “Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion should not differ over 
Jerusalem because we have a 
right in Jerusalem and we 
should restore them,” Dr. 
Anani said. 

“Differences in opinion 
sometimes lead to exaggerated- , 
political implications rf those 
differences are overread,” Dr. 
Anani said, emphasising the 
need for coordinating Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian stands to- 
wards Jerusalem, “an issue 
that concerns the Arabs, 


Jordanians, Palestinians, Mus- 
lims and Christians..." 

It was dear from Mr. Bala- 
wi's comments to reporters af- 
ter the meeting that the PLO 
was anxious to avert any dis- 
pute with Jordan. Jordanian- 
FLO differences were “some- 
tiling of the past” he said, 
adding “Jordanians and 
Palestinians share the same 
objectives and goals and we 
are working together to 
achieve them.” 

Mr. Balawi avoided direct 
questions on a statement israed 
by the PLO early this week 
oiticising Jordan and defend- 
ing the organisation's handling 
of Resolution 904 at the Secur- 
ity Council. 

Jordan said that it was a 
mistake to have insisted on 
including a reference to Jeru- 
salem in Resolution 904 after it 
became dear that 'Washington 
would abstain from voting on 
any reference to the Holy City 
as occupied territories. In- 
stead, Jordan said, the wording 
of the resolution could have 
been amended to include a 
genera] reference to the terri- 
tories Israel occupied since 
1967 without mentioning Jeru- 
salem. 

Jordan pointed out that for 
all practical and technical pur- 
poses Washington always rec- 
ognised Jerusalem as occupied 
territory and the door would 
not have been open for the 
U.S. to signal a shift in its 
stand by abstaining on a speci- 
fic reference to Jerusalem if it 
was not included in the resolu- 
tion. 

But the PLO stand was that 
every U.N. resolution issued 
on the Middle East since 1967 
included a reference to Jeru- 
salem and dropping such a 
reference would have implied 
an abandoning of the Palesti- 
nian daim to the city as the 
capital of their future indepen- 
dent state. 

Mr. Balawi indirectly repe- 
ated the same position on 


Tuesday. “Jerusalem is the ; 
capital of the independent ; 
state of Palestine,” be told ■ 
reporters. “At the same time it ! 
is also an issue of concern for ; 
Arabs, Muslims as well as ; 
Christians.” 

The PLO official looked vis- 
ibly uncomfortable answering 
repeated questions from jour- 
nalists focusing on the theme 
of Jerusalem and the restore- 
tion of holy shrines there. 

The question of restoring 
holy shrines in Jerusalem was t 
raised when last week's PLO - 
statement specifically referred 
to Saudi Arabia's "contribu-; 
tion to repairing and maintain- * 
ing" them but did not contain ■ 
any reference to Jordan, which ! 
continues to be the guardian of 
the Muslim shrines in the Holy ' 
City despite its severance of 
legal and administrative links 
with the occupied territories in 1 
1988. 

Asked what the PLO's stand - 
was towards the restoration of 1 
holy sites, Mr. Balawi skirted a ; 
direct answeT and said: “Any ; 
development of any sites in tbe : 
occupied territories is not 
different from developing any 
sites elsewhere in Palestine or 
in Jordan... Karak, Maan. 
Qalqiliya, Gaza or Nablus...” ! 

Answering other questions, 
Mr. Balawi said he briefed the 
Jordanian government on die 
status of negotiations with 
Israel “following the massacre . 
in Hebron and the adoption of 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 904." 

He stressed that the- talks 
that the PLO launched with 
Israel after Resolution 904 was 
adopted were not a continua- 
tion of tbe negotiations on 
self-rule as envisaged in the 
Sept. 13 Isracl-PLO accord bat. 
covered only "security 
arrangement for the Palesti- 
nians living under occupa- 
tion.” 

If these talks produced a 
satisfactory arrangement, he 
said, the PLO would resume 
the self-rule negotiations. 


Officer dismissed call 


’ (Continued from page 10) 

be called before the commis- 
sion, which has subpoena pow- 
eii. 

Eddstein, who lives hi a 
settlement adjacent to Kiiyat 
Azba, was asked about a pic- 
ture of Goldstein that be post- 
ed on his kitchen waft after the 
massacre, captioned with the 
acronym for the Hebrew 
phrase, “God will avenge his 
blood.” Goldstein was beaten 
to death by worshippers. 

Edelstein, who acknow- 
ledged friendly relations with 
Goldstein, said the acronym 
should be read “God will 
avenge their blood," and refer- 
red to all victims of violence, 
Jewish and Arab. 

He said the picture was an 
attempt to help his children 
reconcile their earlier image of 
Goldstein as a healer and 
“father figure” with the killer. 
He has since taken tbe photo 
down, be said. 

Also Tuesday, Police Com- 
missioner Rafi Peled testified 
that one of police’s main func- 
tions in the occupied lands was 
to contain the settlers, as 
opposed to the army, which is 


responsible for containing the 
Palestinians. 

Four policemen failed to 
turn up for guard duty at the 
mosque on the morning of the 
massacre, and army officers 
have said their presence may 
have prevented the killing. 

Mr. Peled and Deputy Com- 
mander Mosbe Mizrahi, the 
chief police officer in the 
southern West Bank, both ack- 
nowledged the breach of disci- 
pline in the lower ranks, but 
they added that even if the 
police had been in place, their 
presence might not have deter- 
red Goldstein, as the police 
were positioned outside. 

That was because “most in- 
cidents (of Jewish attacks on 
Arabs) occur outside the cave, 
or on the road leading to the 
cave,” Mr. Peled said. 

Mr. Peled said that because 
the police are severely under- 
staffed — there are only 49 
policemen assigned to Hebron 
— their presence represented a 
show of force, rather than a 
real deterrent. 

Mr. Peled denied that the 
police were lax on Jews. 


Ciller urges 
right to unite 

(Continued from page 1) 
under pressure in a volatile . 
market, . 

"Despite these interest 
rates, the dollar is in an up- 
ward trend,” one banker said. 
“Markets want to see Ciller’s 
economic package, but there is 
still a demand for dollars.” 

The Muslim fundamentalist- - 
Welfare Party meanwhile de- \ 
dared its election victory in the . 
capital of Ankara after taking ; 
the mayorship of the country's * 
largest city, Istanbul. 

The victories by the party in 
more than 22 mayoral races ; 
countered the nationwide sup- ; 
port in other races for the party * 
of Ms. Ciller, who supports ! 
increasing ties with Europe ; 
and other modernisation plans. 

The Welfare Party is strong- 
ly anti-Israel and opposed Tur- 
key’s bid for membership in 
the European Union. Many 
women are also afraid Welfare 
could try to push for Islamic 
rules concerning dress and be- 
haviour. 




( . VACANCY ~Z) 

A newly established exporters association is seeking to fill the position of 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CANDIDATES SHOULD MEET THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS : 

1- Jordanian Nationality ( Male or Female). 

2- Minimum Education level, B.S. degree in Agri-Business. 

Post-Graduate degree in business administration would be a plus. 

3 - Excellent command of both Arabic and English languages. 

4- Vision for Jordan's Future as a fust grade exporter of fresh agriculture 
products. 

5- Demonstrate excellent planning (Budget & Activities) and 
communication skills (verbal - to large and small groups - & Writing). 

6- Must have a valid driving license. 

Applicants who meet the above mentioned qualifications are kindly 
requested to forward their C.V. along with a one page statement in English 
addressing the potential future for Jordanian fresn produce Exports . 

Alkpplications will be dealt with stria confidentiality. Deadline for 
accepting application is Tuesday April 5th, 1994. 

Please send applications to the following address : 

AMDP 

ADMINISTRATOR 
P.O. BOX 9145 
AMMAN -JORDAN 



Economy 



Japan faces tough task to 
deliver on trade package 


TOKYO (R) — Japan Tues- 
day. unveiled a package of mea- 
sures to boost the economy, 
open markets and cut its huge 
trade surplus but some analysts 
said.it lacked new initiatives to 
reopen stalled trade talks with 
Washington. 

"The package is full of ab- 
stract words." Fuji Research 
Institute chief economist 
Masaru Tukagi said. “The gov- 
ernment should set more speci- 
fic goals for boosting domestic 
demand." 

Tokyo promised to boost 
domestic demand hv taking 
“necessary fiscal and monetary 
steps", the phrase it has used 
to allay U.S. criticism and 
combat the recession in recent 
years, as well as to take steps 
improving access to specific 
markets. 

firime Minister Morihiro 
Hosokawa called President Bill 
Clinton earlier to give him a 
preview of its contents and 
Foreign Minister Tsutomu 
Hata handed a thick copy of 
the package to Ambassador 
Walter Mondale. 

“1 hope this maximum effort 
by Japan will help smooth 
U.S. -Japan ties and reopen the 
economic framework talks." 
Mr." Hosokawa was quoted by 
chief cabinet secretary 
Masayoshi Takemura as telling 
Mr. Clinton. 

Tokyo says the package was 
the best one possible for now 
while Washington has not yet 
given any major response. 

But cu'iTency dealers in Asia 
pounded the dollar to 103.50 
yen from Monday's 104.05 yen 
close in New York on expecta- 
tions that the United States 
would react coolly. 

While the package was short 
on details and specific targets, 
such items would be addressed 


in a follow-up package to be 
announced before Mr. Hoso- 
kawa meets Mr. Clinton in July 
at the Naples summit of the 
Group of Seven industrialised 
nations, Mr. Takemura told 
reporters. 

“The government has put off 
the bottom line for core issues 
until June — how to top up 
■ public works spending and fi- 
nance continued income tax 
cuts." said Atsushi Miyawaki. 
senior economist at Japan Re- 
search Institute. 

The package acknowledged 
U.S. suggestions by promising 
to put more cash into a 10-year 
programme for public works 
projects. The programme, 
which started in 1991/2. at pre- 
sent calls for spending of 430 
trillion yen (S4.13 trillion). 

The amount of new money 
will be decided by June. 

Japan also nodded to U.S. 
pressure and promised con- 
tinued income tax cuts to spur 
consumer spending. A decision 
will be made by year-end. 

But expens see difficulties 
ahead. 

“A tax overhall will be im- 
possible under the current 
coalition." said Minoru Meri- 
ta. a leading political commen- 
tator. “The Socialist Party will 
never say yes to a (indirect) tax 
hike." 

In February, Mr. Hosokawa 
failed to force through a higher 
consumption tax as a means of 
financing permanent income 
tax cuts. He faced strong 
opposition from the Socialists, 
the biggest partner in the rul- 
ing coalition. 

Parties in the coalition plan 
to work out guidelines for a 
drastic reform by end-June and 
final 'accord by the end of 1994. 

Other points in Tuesday’s 
package were: 


— Deregulation of trade, 
distribution and other business 
activities, to be decided by the 
end of June. 

— Establishment of a third- 
party organisation soon to 
monitor deregulation. 

— Stricter enforcement of 
anti-trust laws and strengthen- 
ing of the fair trade commis- 
sion. 

— Ways to prevent bid- 
rigging including guidelines on 
public works contracts. 

— Fulfilling previously 
pledged measures to boost im- 
ports and to promote foreign 
investment in Japan. 

— Ensuring open and fair 
access to the four sectors under 
discussion in tne "framework" 
talks (government-procured 
computers and medical equip- 
ment. insurance, and cars and 
car parts). 

Japan's trade surplus with 
the world grew to SI 20 billion 
in calendar 1993 and with the 
United States alone to $50.2 
billion, prompting angry de- 
mands from Washington for 
action. 

Mr. Hosokawa promised to 
draw up the voluntary package 
when his February summit 
with Mr. Clinton collapsed af- 
ter Japan refused to set numer- 
ical targets to measure how far 
its markets were opening to 
imports. 

The breakdown triggered 
heated verbal exchanges across 
the Pacific and brought fears 
that Washington would retali- 
ate. 

Mr. Takemura said the 
latest measures were designed 
to reduce Japan's trade surplus 
to about 2.8 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) dur- 
ing the next fiscal year, down 
from 3.1 per cent in the year 
ending March 31. 


Yeltsin believes 
new import taxes 
need correction 


MOSCOW (R) President 
B9ris Yeltsin has voiced con- 
cern about possible ‘ negative 
effects of new Russian import 
tajees on a wide range of goods 
including white sugar and be- 
lieves they should be cor- 
rected, ITAR-TASS said Tues- 
day. 

■;The official news agency said 
Nlr. Yeltsin, at a meeting with 
the head of the upper chamber 
of parliament. Vladimir 
Shumeiko. questioned the 
taxes which went into effect on 
March 15. 

• TASS quoted Mr. Yeltsin as 
saying he had discussed the tax 
&Sue with Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin and that 
*thcy shared the opinion about 
the need for corrections ... 
without dropping the principle 
bf ^reasonable protectionism." 
„_Thc agency gave no further 
details. 

The levies, including a 2U 
per cent tax on imported white 
sugar and 111 per cent on mar- 
garine and some vegetable oils, 
came under fire from the in- 
fluential mayors of big import- 
ing cities such as Moscow . Si. 
Petersburg and Yekaterinburg. 
. jThe Moscow region imports 


_mQie than 500,000 tonnes of 
, white sugar annually. 

'Critics say the tariffs, intro- 
duced after months of debate 
within the government and 
backed by top agriculture offi- 
cials, will boost inflation and 
could lead to social unrest. 

Big Russian sweet producers 
say the sugar tax will push up 
prices and may force some 
import contracts to be cancel- 
led. 

But agriculture officials de- 
fend the taxes, saying they will 
help curb food imparts and 
save badly needed hard curren- 
cy. 

Sugar industry bosses say the 
white sugar import tax will 
help protect Russian refineries 
which have been hit by a flurry 
of cheaper imports last year, 
but sugar traders say the tariff 
is not high enough to make raw 
sugar business attractive. 

Deputy Prime Minister Ale- 
xander Zaveryukha, who had 
lobbied hard for import duties 
to protea domestic producers, 
has said that the taxes are 
temporary and will run until 
Sept. 1 after which they can be 
altered if necessary. 


Malaysia scraps export 
duty on crude palm oil 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — 
Malaysia, the biggest producer 
arid exporter of palm oil. is 
abolishing export duties on 
.crude palm oil (CPO I to gain a 
niche in large foreign palm oil 
rparkets. ii was announced 
Wrc Tuesday. 

I ••It s plain marketing 
s&rategy to gain a stronger 
foothold in our (foreign) mar- 
kets." Primary Industries 
Minister Lim Keng Yaik told a 
press conference." 

; The duty exemption will be 
granted on a case-by-case basis 
to Malaysian companies that 
have constructed palm oil re- 
fineries abroad, he said. 

*1 Malaysia's export duty on 
CFO is” pegged to the price of 
palm oil, based on a complex 
formula. Duty is. however, 
waived if the price falls below 
650 ringgit ($260) per tonne. 

Export duly based on the 
current price of palm oil — 
about 1.030 ringgit (S412^per 
tonne — would fall to SO ring- 
git (S32). official said. 

Industry 1 analysts said that 
the move to scrap CPO export 
duties was pan of a move by 
Malaysia to check competition 
from its rival Indonesia, which 
enjoys a lower cost of produc- 
tion and does not impose duty 
on exports. 

Malaysia researchers say 
that Indonesia, with its rapid 
growth in cultivation and abun- 
dant labour supply, could over- 
take Malaysia to become the 


world's biggest producer by 
2010 . 

Officials said that Indone- 
sia's production was expeaed 
to reach 11.9 million tonnes by 
that year compared to the pro- 
jected output of II million 
tonnes by Malaysia. 

Malaysia's CPO output was- 
16 per cent higher at 7.4 mil- 
lion tonnes last year. 

"We hope that our exporters 
can use this export duty ex- 
emption to negotiate with con- 
suming countries which still 
have high import duties for 
both crude and processed palm 
oil," Mr. Lim said. 

“There is no point (granting) 
exemption on duties for crude 
palm oil as an incentive, (if it 
is) to be negated by high tariffs 
on import of processed palm 
oil," he said. 

Malaysia has palm oil re- 
fineries in China, the United 
States. Mexico and Egypt, and 
is planning facilities in Pakis- 
tan. Iran. Tanzania and Tur- 
key. 

Mr. Lim said the export duty 
exemption would also encour- 
age more Malaysians to set up 
refineries abroad, as local re- 
fineries were over-loaded. 

Malaysian refineries have an 
installed capacity of 10 million 
tonnes, but supply is limited to 
only about eight million ton- 
nes', he said, adding that duly 
exemption could help bring ab- 
out a “shake-out” of local re- 
finers. 


United Arab 
Shipping plans 
to build up 
to ten vessels 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait- 
based United Arab Shipping 
Company said Tuesday it plan- 
ned to build up to 10 new 
container vessels in Asian or 
European shipyards. 

“The company has 
approached the leading ship- 
yars in the Far East as well as 
Europe and has asked indica- 
tions about the earliest possi- 
ble berth availability and deliv- 
ery period for the proposed 
new buildings,” it said in a 
statement to Reuters. 

Chief executive Abdulla 
Madi A1 Madi was reported by 
the official Kuwait News 
Agency as saying the total cost 
of the vessels would be be- 
tween S600 million and $600 
million. 

The new vessels will save the 
company the $65 million it 
spent at present each year or 
chartering foreign vessels, the 
agency reported Sheikh A1 
Madi as saying. 

"The company is consider- 
ing options lo build six contain- 
erships with an option for four 
additional container ships." 
the company's statement said. 

“The new container ships 
will be deployed in the contain- 
er services between the Far 
East and Europe, partially to 
replace the existing charter 
vessels,” the company said. 

The company at present uses 
10 chartered vessels in addition 
to the 47 container and general 
cargo vessels it owns. 


Business 
software 
publishers 
lose billions 
to piracy 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
bad news for software pub- 
lishers is that the industry lost 
£7.4 billion worldwide in 1993 
from business software being 
pirated. The good news is the 
industry is losing less money to 
piracy than it did in 1992. 

This information, released 
Monday, will be contained in a 
study the Software Publishers 
Association plans to issue in 
June. The association represents 
1,100 software publishers in 
the United States and abroad. 

The industry appears to be 
making inroads in combating 
piracy on a global front. Re- 
venues lost to piracy decreased 
23.7 per cent in 1993 from 
1992. In 1992, total revenues 
lost to piracy were $9.7 billion. 

Still, last year's $7.4 billion 
loss to piracy is sizeable, eclips- 
ing, in some cases, revenues 
from sales. For instance, in 
1993 $6.3 billion was made in 
software sales in North Amer- 
ica. said the association's 
spokeswoman Terri Childs. 

“To put our industry's losses 
in perspective, the United 
States* sales of recorded music 
totalled $9 billion in 1992,” 
said the association's research 
director David Tremblay. 

The most frequent forms of 
piracy are when a company 
buys one programme and 
makes it available (h rough a 
network of computers, copies 
the programme or passes the 
programme around to others, 
Ms. Childs said. 

The association has had 
programmes in place — like its 
anti-piracy hotline — to fight 
such theft for years. 

Last year alone the associa- 
tion reported 245 audits or 
lawsuits against companies.' 
None went to court. Through 
settlements, the association 
last year received $3 million, 
which was given to member 
companies. 

The piracy losses in the up- 
coming report account only for 
business software, such as 
spreadsheets, electronic mail, 
accounting and data base prog- 
rammes. It does not indude 
entertainment software, such 
as video games. 

The upcoming report tracks 
software products made by 
domestic and foreign com- 
panies. Because U.S. com- 
panies produce the bulk of 
software for personal compu- 
ters, they are the hardest hit, 
Ms. Childs said. 

The U.S. had the largest 
dollar loss of $1.57 billion from 
piracy in 1993. followed by 
Japan with $650 million and 
France with $435 million, the 
assodation said. 

Piracy is growing at the high- 
est rate in India and Pakistan 
with a 95 per cent rate, fol- 
lowed by Korea and Brazil, 
with 89 per cent and Malaysia 
with 88 per cent, aocording.to 
the association. 

The assodation said it plans 
to expand anti-piracy activities 
in the Far East, Latin America 
and Europe. 



Developing countries 
call for lowering 
trade barriers 


NEW DELHI, India (AP) — 
Fifteen developing countries 
called Monday for lowering of 
protectionist barriers by indus- 
trialised nations, urging them 
to open talks for greater mar- 
ket access and technology 

The Group of 15, or G-15, 
nations opened a three-day 
conference, attended by six 
heads of state and top officials 
from nine other countries, de- 
manding that the rich nations 
grouped as G-7 address them 
about creating a more equal 
world trading system- 

The G-7 comprises the Un- 
ited States, Canada. Japan, 
Italy, France, Germany and 
Britain. 

Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimba Rao said he feared 
that trade barriers to be re- 
moved under the worldwide, 
agreement of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade will be replaced by new 
regulations against poorer 
countries “in the guise of non- 
economic concerns.” 

The leaders discussed ways 
to combat protectionism 
“packaged in legitimate con- 
cerns of human rights and en- 
vironment.” Shiv Mukherjee, 
a conference spokesman, told 
reporters at the end of the first 
day's deliberations. 

Many industrial countries 
have threatened to block ex- 
ports from countries like India 
and Pakistan, where child 
labour is common, and to use 
of human rights and environ- 
mental issues as a factor in 
their trade policies. 

Speaking at the inaugura- 
tion, Mr. Rao called for “up- 
holding the rule of law in inter- 
national trade.” 

The G-15 nations from Asia, 
Africa, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, are meeting in New 
Delhi for their fourth summit. 
It comes at a time when the 
group's relevance is being 
questioned. 

The G-15 was formed by the 


Non-Aligned Movement to 
foster economic cooperation 
among the poorer nations and 
speak with one voice at world 
forums. 

But since 1989, the political 
glue of non-alignment was 
weakened with the end of 
East-West rivalries, and many 
G-15 countries have joined re- 
gional trade blocs. 

The summit was postponed 
from December because only 
four heads of government 
could attend, a further indica- 
tion of its low priority on their 
agendas. 

Monday’s inaugural was 
attended by President Suharto 
of Indonesia; President Robert 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe; Presi- 
dent Abdou Diouf of Senegal; 
President Sani Abacha of 
Nigeria; Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad of 
Malaysia and Argentina’s Pres- 
ident Carlos Menem. 

“The one-fifth of the world’s 
population which lives in the 
developed countries controls 
four fifths of the world's re- 
sources,” President Suharto 
said. 

The leaders, meeting at the 
first plenary session of the con- 
ference, decided to approach 
members of the G-7 separately 
and canvass for talks with the 
poorer nations, Mr. Mukher- 
jee said. 

The G-15 will be dealing 
with issues such as Western 
quotas for Third World textile 
exports, technology transfers, 
and keeping open the markets 
of richer nations despite the 
widening of the European Un- 
ion and- the creation of the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement. 

Delegates also suggested 
'that a revamping of the G-15’s 
function was in order to make 
it more efficient. 

"The system of working has 
to change,” Brazilian Foreign 
Minister Celso Lutz Nunes told 
the Associated Press. 


HOROSCOPE - 

FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 30, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The morning pulls together well 
but the afternoon finds you with 
some limitations that require a 
lot of thought but conditions 
trend upward as the Moon con- 
juncts Pluto and objectives can 
be gained. 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
Don't be taken in by some situa- 
tion that looks good but may be 
deceptive and could cause you a 
great loss in time and money. Be 
wise. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to -May 20) 
The situation at home could be 
deceiving, but say little now and 
plan how to handle problems 
wisely for peace fullness there. 
You can profit from this. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Concentrate on how to econo- 
mise more instead of spending 
money like there's no tomorrow 
or you could be in the poor- 
house. Don't let others impose 
on you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 lo 
July 21) You have to use much 
care in handling money at this 
time if you wish to avoid possible 
heavy losses in any financial en- 
deavour. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
make think you can do more 
than you actually can. so be more 
practical and logical. Use your 
fine intuitive faculties now. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) A private matter is not 
just what is seems to be, so check 


and double -check all facts and 
figures before making a derision 
on what to do. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Accept the best of invita- 
tions for later in the day. and 
show others that you have wis- 
dom. Strive for increased happi- 
ness on your pan. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Make sure you 
don’t take any risks in career 
affairs or you could regret it 
later. Strive for more harmony at 
home towards your own happi- 
ness. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You are able to 
engage in new outlets that could 
produce added income in the 
future. State your aims dearly to 
associates who could help. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Study both assets 
and disbursements well so that 
you know exactly where you 
stand. Sidestep a troublemaker 
or otherwise there could be prob- 
lems. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Obtain the data 
you need from the right sources. 
Then look into new avenues of 
expression that can add to your 
income. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Get busy and 'remove what- 
ever is not suitable in yoor en- 
vironment. Handle all the tasks 
ahead of you in a positive fashion 
so you will succeed. 


Andy Capp 


BI6 BROTHER! 
WAKE UP! YOUR 
00 6 15 IN THE 
HOSPITAL! 


PAP TOOK 
HIM IN EARLT 
iTHiS MORNING! 



YE5,MA l AM.HlS 
NAME IS SNOOPY.. | 
VISITORS? HE 
ALREADY HAS 
SOME VISITORS? 
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Indian car makers 
lament high price tags 


BOMBAY (AFP) — Indian 
auto makers, having seen off a 
two-year recession, wish their 
assembly lines could turn out 
an affordable car for customers 
scared off by expensive show- 
room price-tags. 

But production costs are so 
high, and the infrastructure so 
inadequate, that it is impossi- 
ble to make a car for the 
“common man” at volumes big 
enough to make it profitable 
industry spokesmen say. 

The cheapest, no-frills car 
made in India costs at least 
180,000 rupees ($6,000), the 
equivalent of three years' sal- 
ary for a modestly-paid execu- 
tive. said Sudhakar Shah of the 
Association of Indian Auto 
Manufacturers- 

“In the Indian family 
budget, cars are -still very ex- 
pensive," lamented Mr. Shah, 
tracing the reason to the high 
cost of credit, formidable taxes 
and costly components. 

Taxes make up 64 per cent 
of the showroom price of a car, 
putting it beyond the reach of 
all but the affluent. Import 
tariffs on vehicles are 100 per 
cent. 

Mr. Shah said such negative 
factors stifled the growth of the 
automobile industry, blocked 
new manufacturers, and ham- 
pered attempts to meet the 
country’s burgeoning need for 
transport services. 

“Interest rates average be- 
tween 15 and 16 per cent here, 
while it is around six per cent 
overseas,” be complained. 
"Our raw material costs are. 
high, often doable the world 
prices.” 

“Electricity is expensive and 
supply erratic. There is no road 
space and there is bad traffic 
management,” Mr. Shah said. 
"We still have a high-cost 
structure so we cannot yet have 
a mass market going into 
several million vehicles.” 

The industry estimates that 
India would need 145 million 
vehicles by 1995 and 240 mil- 
lion by 2000. India's roads car- 
ried 25 million vehicles in 1993, 
with 48 million projected by 
the tarn of the century at the 


current growth rate. 

As part of its 1991 liberal 
industrial policy, the Indian 
government lifted tough licenc- 
ing controls on the automobile 
industry. 

Auto makers no longer need 
government permission to exp- 
and their capacity. New manu- 
facturers no longer need to 
wait interminably for a govern- 
ment licence to set up an 
assembly line. 

“Technically, the field is 
open now, anybody can en- 
ter," said Mr. Shah. 

But the entry of new manu- 
facturers is restricted by the 
high initial investment needed 
to set up a plant — the rupee 
equivalent of nearly $350 mil- 
lion, Mr. Shah said. 

No significant new invest- 
ments have been made in auto- 
mobiles by Indian entrep- 
reneurs and the field continues 
to be dominated by such estab- 
lished names as Maruti Udyog, 
Premier Automobiles, Hindus- 
tan Motors and Tata Engineer- 
ing. 

While fast growth is still 
distant, the industry has lifted 
itself out of a recession with 
the help of tax concessions and 
cuts in interest rates, though 
small, announced last year. 

Total vehicular sales in fiscal 
1993-94 ending March 31 are 
projected at 2.17 million, up 
from 1.83 million in the pre- 
vious year. 

Exports have picked up as 
well, projected to increase by 
8,000 vehicles to 62,000 in the 
year to March. 

Not all segments of the - in- 
dustry have performed well. 
Sales of medium and heavy 
vehicles have not kept pace 
with the increase in sales of 
passenger cars, light commer- 
cial vehicles and two-wheelers. 

The low sales’ volume is- 
seen as an obstacle to foreign 
makers. 

However, some of them, 
such as General Motors, Rov- 
er, Peugeot and Benz, have 
formed technology tie-ups with 
Indian manufacturers with an 
to the future. ■ 


1 THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mtk» ArgJrion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four onfinary words. . 


SABS 


I 
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LIXEE 


□ 

□ 
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FRYLU 

IR 



□ 



GAYNI 

P 

r ' 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“ mm - nmry 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: GIVEN RURAL 


(Answers tomorrow) 
AVENUE POPLAR 


Answer They trusted the carpenter because he 
seemed — ON THE -LEVEL' 


THE Daily Crossword ■*»,*»* rn™. 


ACROSS 
1 Wart 
S Plantpest 
10 Appeal 

14 Asian sea 

15 Tasty tidbit 

16 Trumpet-shaped 
flower 

17 Difficult word to 

pronounce 

19 Pleural 

20 Reveal 

21 Maltreats 

' 23 Alongside of 

24 Frighten 

25 Street kku 
28 Hot depute 

30 Award-winning 
actor 

31 "The March 
King" 

32 Burin or 
Beethoven 

34 Hit hard 

35 Ring up 

36 Location 

37 Asian holiday 

38 Transplant 

39 Cotfeo kind 

40 Yelps 

42 Sylvan area 

43 Wagon type 

44 Pro — pubtoa 

45 Taiwanese 
capital 

47 Stronghold 

51 Incdeevfl 

52 Prized rodent 

54 Somewhat, 
musically 

55 Shading 

56 Bout closers 

57 Litigant 

58 Was upright 

59 Evergreens 

DOWN 

1 — California 

2 Person Gutf 
land 

3 Beginning 

4 NBA foul 

5 Emissaries 

6 Hunt 
fltegaBy 

7 — up (be corny) 

8 Chemical ending 



W3 Rtwrei 


9 Orange men's 
school 

ID Lung membrane 
ft Insincere talk 

12 Pan ol a 

Southern 

signature 

13 Voice votes 
18 Undermines 
22 Rum cake 

24 Turn aside 

25 Central idea 

26 City on the 
Rhone 

27 Hood's lawyer 

28 Coverings 

29 Spas 

31 Unsteady 
|3 Shipshape 

35 Uses 
faresigtit 

flroup 

38 Author Andre 

39 Calendar 
page 

41 Bird of prey 
Comoutacry 


Yesterday's Pupte Snhu,rf. 
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Financial 

Jordan Tunes 

A 

Markets 

in co-operation with 



Cairo Amman Bank 

w 

US. Dollar in 

International Markets 



Currency 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss franc 


Japanese Yen 


European Curreny Unit 


■ IS» PW S1U 

■■ tRRMaa Opntae Or HM m.m. GMT 
Eunxunwqr i n tere st Rates 


Nttur ! folk 
CtoM 
natr 2S/3/94 

Tokyo 

Ctoae 

, **29/3/94 

1.4961 

1.4965 

1.6722 

1.6705 

1.4 215 

1.4177 

5.7720 

5.7057** 

104.05 

103.80 

1.1520 

1.1562** 

Dote: 

29/3/1994 


Cnrreacy 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

ILS. Dollar 

HSJiU 

3.6250 

3.9375 

4.4375 

Sierttng Pound'- 

• £0000 

5.0625 

5.0625 

5.3125 


5.5025 

5.4375 

5.3750 

5.1875 

Swiss Franc 

3.9375 

3.S750 

3.8725 

3.7500 

French Franc 

6.0625 

6.0000 

5.8750 

5.8125 

Japanese Yea 

2.0000 

2.0625 

2.0625 

2.7475 

European Currency Unit 

6.2500 

6.IS00 

6.0600 

5.9300 


lairtuS Ud nla tbr smooth nccmfinc IS. Dotan I JJflo.ooo « cqgMeat. 


Pm d wu Marais 


29/3/1994 


Metal 

I'SD/Oz 

Cold 

388.55 
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USD/Oz 
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5.68 
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Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate BnBetin 

Rate: 29/3/1994 



Belgian Franc 


4 Per 100 

Other Currencies 


9/3/1994 





Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Rival 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Rival 


LAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 


Cypriot Pound 


0.2685 


1.32 SO 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


i on DON fR) — Following are the buying Mid selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at imdsesaon 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


U,s. SI. 00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of goM 


1.3752/62 

1.6664/74 

1.8738/48 

1.4160/70 

34.34/38 

5.7020/70 

1633.8/5.3 

103-36/46 

7.8750/50 

7.2600/50 

6.5660/10 

S 1.4956/66 

$387.90/388.30 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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S. Korean economy registers 
5.6 per cent growth in 1993 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
South Korea's economy grew 
by 5.6 per cent in real terms in 
1993. a performance that sig- 
nals an economic recovery, the 
Bank of Korea has said. 

Bank officials said die 1993 
growth shows the economy is 
coming out of its recent slump. 
After years of high growth, the 
South Korean economy ex- 
panded only five per cent in 
1992, its lowest rate in 12 
years. 

Exports, the engine of past 
economic growth, were slug- 
gish for much of 1993, restrict- 
ing economic expansion to an 
annual rate of 3.9 per cent 
during the first quarter and 4.8 
per cent in the second quarter. 

But exports picked up in the 
-latter part of 1993, bringing 
growth to 6.8 per cent in the 
third quarter and 6.4 per cent 
in the final quarter, bank offi- 
cials said. 

Exports slowed in the first 
half because of falling interna- 


tional competitiveness in 
labour-intensive industries 
such as shoes, textiles and clo- 
thing, the central bank said. In 
the latter half, there was an 
increase in remittances from 
serivce exports, especially 
overseas construction work 
and transportation fees, bank 
officials said. 

The economic recovery that 
began in the final months of 
last year continued into 1994, 
and officials said they were 
hopeful that this year's growth 
could reach seven per cent, 
higher than the 6.3 per cent 
originally forecast. 

“The economy seems to 
have begun recovering and ex- 
panding, and if the trend con- 
tinues, the growth rate for this 
year will be slightly higher than 
we expected,” said chief bank 
researcher Kim Si-Dam. 

In 1993, South Korea's per 
capita gross national product 
(GNP) was estimated at 


OAPEC hurt by Gulf 
war, world recession 


$7,466, up from $7,007 in the 
previous year, the central bank 
said. It predicted that this 
year's per capita GNP would 
hit the S8.000 level. 

A steady increase in exports 
and modest growth in the 
domestic service and construc- 
tion sectors led the 1993 econo- 
mic recovery, officials said. 
But doubts remain about 
“quality of the growth,” as the 
two vital sectors of manufac- 
turing and facility investment 
were sluggish, they said. 

The agricultural and fishery 
sector was hit hard by unusual- 
ly cold weather that affected 
most of East Asia, and con- 
tracted by 2.4 per cent last 
year, the officials said. 

The service sector growth 
rate rose from 6.9 per cent in 
1992 to 7.8 per cent last year, 
while the construction sector 
grew by 5.3 percent, helped by 
government deregulation, they 
said. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf war and world recession 
have hurt the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting . 
Countries (OAPEC). sharply 
depressing business of its main ■ 
ventures and prompting with- 
drawals from others. 

In a report obtained here 
Tuesday, the 10-nation group 
said its Arab Shipping Com- 
pany for Oil Transport 
(ASCOT) was forced to switch 
operations to the spot market 
because of low demand on 
regular routes. 

“The Gulf war repercussions 
are still overshadowing the 
companies affiliated to 
OAPEC.” the Cairo-based 
organisation said. The report 
does noi provide any figure. 

"World economic recession 
has adversely affected the oil 
and gas transport market and 
this affected ASCOT in 1992 
and 1993. Demand for tankers v 
sharply declined, pushing fees 


to low levels and forcing 
ASCOT to operate most of its 
tankers in the spot market.” 

It said ASCOT, set up in 
Kuwait in 1972. have eight 
tankers. Expansion of the fleet 
stilt requires approval from the 
shareholding countries, it 
added. t 

Another major venture, the 
Bahraini-based Arab Ship- 
building and Repair Yard 
(ASRY), is also suffering from 
recession following expansion 
projects. 

“The sudden deterioration 
of the ship repairing market in 
the second half of 1992 de- 
pressed business at ASRY and 
consequently its profits in the 
first half of 1993. But it expects 
recession will not be long." u.c 
report 'aid. 

OAPEC has established 
several joint ventures since it 
was created in Beirut in 1968 
by Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Libya. The other oil producing 


states that joined later are 
Algeria, Bahrain. Qatar, 
Syria. Egypt. Tunisia, Iraq and' 
the United Arab Emirates- 
(UAE). 

Other main ventures include 
the Dammam-based Arab 
Company for Petroleum In- 
vestment (ACPI), the Tripoli- 
based Arab Company for Pet-' 
roleum Services and the 
Baghdad-based Arab Oit 
Training Institute. 

OAPEC was created with 

the primary goal of promoting 
energy cooperation in the re- 
gion. It has staged four major 
energy conferences since its 
establishment nad the fifth' 
gathering would be held in 
Cairo in May. 

The organisation produces - 
around a quarter of the worlds ■ 
oil output but unlike OPEC, it 
is not involved in production 
and pricing policies. Seven of 
its members are producers in- 
the Organisation of Petroleum ' 
Exporting Countries. 


Bahrain foreign trade deficit narrows in 1993 


Egypt expects low inflation 


MANAMA (R) — A surge in 
non-oil exports and lower im- 
ports have helped narrow 
Bahrain's foreign trade deficit 
in 1993 despite a drop in oil 
exports, official figures have 
showed. 

The deficit narrowed to 51 
million dinars ($135 million) in 
1993 from 274 million (1727 
million) in 1992. 


Bahrain Monetary Agency 
(BMA) figures showed it ex- 
ported oil and non-oil goods 
worth 1.387 billion dinars 
(S3.68 billion) in 1993 while its 
imports totalled 1.438 billion 
(S3.81 billion). 

In 1992. total exports stood 
at 1.284 billion dinars (S3.41 
billion) and its imports at 1.558 


billion (S4.13 billion. 

Non-oil exports in ivy3, in- 
cluding provisional fourth 
quarter figures, stood at 469.9 
million dinars (51.25 billion), 
up from 305.6 million ($812 
million) in 1992. 

Bahrain exported oil worth 
917.1 million dinars ($2.43 bil- 
lion) in 1993, down from 979.2 
million ($2.60 billion) the pre- 


vious year. 

It imported oil worth 515.4 
million dinars ($1.37 billion) in 
1993 compared with 568.5 mil- 
lion ($1.51 billion) in 1992. 

Bahrain, which produces 
1 around 42.000 barrels of oil per 
day (b/d) also imports about 
200,000 b/d of crude oil from 
Saudi Arabia for refining. 


CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
minister of state for interna- 
tional cooperation aid Egyp- 
tian inflation would fall to be- 
tween three and five per cent 
by the end of 1995. The minis- 
ter. Yousef Boutros-Ghali, 
also told the government news- 
paper A1 Ahram in an inter- 
view that as a consequence of 
the government's economic re- 


forms 400,000 new jobs could 
be created in 1995. "Our dead- 
line is the end of 1995.’* he 
said. “We confirm the inflation 
rate will stabilise and settle at a 
rate between three and five per 
cent, which is the international 
average.” Inflation has been 
falling and it reached a three- 
year low of 7.4 per cent in the 
year to the end of January. 
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ALWATS CHOOSE 
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MCKMG.AK FREIGHT 
FOtNMROMG, DOOR-fo 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AAftIN KAWARASONS 

N^TBV 604676 GQ4696 ^ 
7806 
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FOR RENTS- SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. _ 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 



AfUan... 

to tfie injfCace to be 

tfo ... 



Hozena Inn 


'BfcHSE/raOSn hr Q0572 
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RESTAURANT 


Real Chinese Cuisine 
and Greai Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


&MMWUZE 

V- S/>Qr^s pUB 

Sports & programmes - 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D, Each 


Jjll, . yin J*n. _ j 1 yS 

2nd- Circle - Jabal Amman 
npp. Frcnchloaf 

Tel.653482 jsu 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


.Swefflyeh. 

816S9Q 
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Flat .O.T»! 
“ Serviced Stifles In 
Grand Hotel Style I * 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 6S6 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 



MAIMITEL 

il^2«|l|la 


Amman - Tel 668193 - 
P-0-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriate**!*! 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

. Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight . 



12 am -v. Late 


-"TIT 

IKTiR'C: VIIS E VTAl 
J.'ISU 




Restaurant Tapes 

ry t/tsfr j 

Jebel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 hi 


The first 8 best 
- Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Code. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girts School 

Taka away Is avsOaMe 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 639968 



The Best In 
Indian Cvisinl 


Q\y\k(ham 


On sfiik I.t M-n x IIiwi k 
F or reservation* call 6-11351 


SZECHWAN GARDENS 
EflINESE RESTAURANT 
TVpfcal Chinese Foods 
Chinese Chefs 




Take away is available 

Shot AhArnb Snwl 
Urn Utheineh Commerce! Centre 

Tel.: 861174 
luce lasted Muuyi until 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Op«n From MOP* to IMAM 

Excspt Sondq From4.00 PJI to3J# AJI ( 

Tuesday Closed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 ' 

Middle East Hotel - Shmcaui 







SELECT HOTEL 


@ Superior Hold Services for 

Businessmen & Families & ils 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

<$) Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks . 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A1 Webdeh/Tei.637101/637102 


LARASALON AND 




Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 
SweMeh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 



ll:iy Hi] fill 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 



SOI K I.M.M I HI. UNA 
AMMAN TEL. N15TS7 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: S23891 


Dally Lunch 

7Xc*€C 


—NIGHTLY— 
Fixe Diomg 
and 

Live Music 


Parole 




Vmk'ijn - Jordan Supermarket HI DO 
-'>■<! Tet: 824677 
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S. African peace summit bid collapses 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
Scr,uth African peace 
summit called to halt spiralling 
violence collapsed Tuesday 
when- the Zulu king said his 
people needed time to bury 
their dead after Monday's car- 
nage in Johannesburg. 

Police said at least 51 people 
were killed and 173 wounded 
in ..Johannesburg and its 
townships after a march by 
rojajfef Zulus in support of 
KirfceGoodwill Zwelirh ini’s de- 
mands for a sovereign state 
ended in a bloodbath. 

King Goodwill said the sum- 
mit-planned for Wednesday. 
shqpSd not be held until after 
easi<*l> in early April to allow 
the* ;ZuIu bereaved to burv 
their ‘dead. 

"it; is unlikely the meeting 
wifl-gtkc place." Kwazufu gov- 
ernment spokesman T.C. 
Memela said from the home- 
land capital LMundi. 

President F.W. De Klerk 
called the summit with ANC 
chief Nelson Mandela, the 
king, and the king’s uncle. 
Inkatha Freedom Party leader 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi. to 
stem violence threatening the 
country's first alJ-race elections 
only four weeks awav. 

Police said the full scale of 
Monday's bloodshed, in which 
at least three policemen were 
killed, was only becoming 
apparent as hospitals sent in 


casualty reports.' 

The king said it would be 
most inappropriate to enter 
talks after the mayhem in 
Johannesburg “even before 
the Zulu bereaved have buried 
their dead." 

The summit would have 
been the first face-to-face 
'meeting between the country's 
four key political leaders. 

, King Goodwill said in a let- 
ter dated March 28 that a 
summit the week after Easter 
was possible "provided the vio- 
lence has abated and the sim- 
mering anger in our communi- 
ties has sufficiently subsided 
and the dead have been laid to 
rest." 

Political analyst Richard 
Cornwell said even if the sum- 
mit went ahead, there was no 
guarantee violence would 
diminish and create conditions 
for free and fair elections in 
areas where bloodshed was en- 
demic. 

More than 150 people have 
died in the Zulu heartland of 
Natal and the adjoining Kwa- 
Zulu homeland in the past 10 
days in political battle between 
supporters of Mr. Mandela's 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and Inkatha. 

Mr. Buthelezi accused the 
ANC Tuesday of planning the 
massacre of Zulu marchers 
outside its Johannesburg head- 


quarters Monday. ’ 

“The killing was pre- 
planned. The ANC had lo- 
cated sharp-shooters on top (of 
its headquarters) and other 
buildings in the immediate pro- 
ximity. They were carefully 
placed so that they could do 
the hideous deeds that took 
place,'* he said in a statement 
sent to Reuters. 

“No reasonable person 
could possibly doubt whar took 
place near the Shell House 
headquarters of the ANC... 
was a wilful I slaughter of peo- 
ple who had every democratic 
right in the world to be where 
they were and doing what they 
were doing.'' said Mr. 
Buthelezi. 

"I am outraged that people 
exercising the same democratic 
right that the ANC claims for 
themselves — to air views and 
express themselves politically 
— should be shot at by sharp- 
shooting snipers." the Inkatha 
leader said. 

Meanwhile, gunmen in a 
minibus fired at the ANC 
headquarters in Johannesburg 
Tuesday, close to where the 
eight Zulu marchers were kil- 
led. 

“Shots were fired at the ANC 
building but there was no dam- 
age and no casualties,'* a 
policeman at the scene said. 

Police said several shots 


were fired. 

They were searching for the 
minibus but it was not known 
how many people were in the 
vehicle, which sped past the 
corner where eight Zulu mar- 
chers were killed. 

The window of a parked car 
was shattered. Police briefly 
cordoned off the area and a 
spokesman. Major Eugene 
Opperman, said police were 
investigating. 

Earlier Tuesday, police re- 
versed a decision to launch a 
weapons raid on Shell house 
despite having search war- 
rants. 

In a prepared statement, 
police called the incident a 
"non-search." 

Warrant Officer Andy 
Pi eke, a Witwatersrand police 
spokesman, said the police had 
obtained a number of search 
warrants "to gather evidence 
necessary to investigate the 
happenings in Johannesburg 
yesterday." 

"The South African Police, 
however, did not search ANC 
Shell House in Plein Street, for 
which a search wan-ant had 
been issued," Mr. Pieke’s 
statement said. 

It gave no further details, 
but independent Radio 702, 
quoting a “highly-placed 
source", reported that Mr. 
Mandela had intervened. 



Armed policemen take positions with automatic the ANC Headquarters in Johannesburg (AFP 
rifles while Zulus take cover daring a g unbatlle at photo) 


S. Korea 
hopes talks 
(fan settle 
ttiiclear 




crisis 

BERING (R) — South Ko- 
$aiK President Kim Young- 
said Tuesday he was 
hopeful intensive negotiations 
abnlfh solve the crisis over die 
North Korea's nuclear prog- 
ihidate. 

* Jin". contrast to his wanting 
afjfy; - days ago that South 
Korea's patience might be run- 
iflng-Out. Mr. Khn told a news 
a&jfeTence in China he would 
persist in efforts "to resolve 
thra&ue through dialogue and 

‘fllr. Kim said the United 
Snaths, Japan and Russia 
wph)d be involved m trying to 
Qnd-4 solution to the impasse 
4^; inspection by a U.N. 
of Pyongyang's nuclear 


£;lhe West suspects Pyon- 
£KiBg is building a bomb, 
^ihbagh the North denies it. 
^Through consultation and 
dialogue I believe we can solve 
this ■problem smoothly," Mr. 
Kim said. He repeated his 
offra.to meet North Korea’s 
Muter Khn IJ-Sung for talks on 
ihi£ issue. 

South Korean presi- 
dent; in Beijing as part of an 
A&ri tour to defuse tension 
oyerl Pyongyang’s nuclear 
piano; urged China to play an 
acfejfe role in persuading North 
K(nta to end its confrontation 
wfllrimost of the world. 

>^<toid an audience at Beij- 
ing Universiry that North Ko- 
rcS*t-was at a crossroads and 
China and other Asian neigh- 
bours should help bring it into 
the family of nations. 

r-'I ardently hope that China 
will play an active role in this 
cffj&rt," Mr. Kim said. “We 
hire never wanted the North 
to$c isolated and wc will spare 
n<£ effort to help Pyongyang 
jofaihe International commun- 
ity;^ a responsible member." 

SKlm told South Korean jour- 
ndfete in a separate meeting 
hi<£ country would help North 
Korea develop its hard-hit eco- 
nomy once it dropped its nuc- 
lear, ambitions. 

North Korea said Tuesday it 
would not launch an attack on 
Sopth Korea, despite recent 
warnings that the row over its 
nOclear weapons programme 
cquld lead to war. 

;An emphatic “no" was how 
the North's ambassador to 
T&dland, Li Do Sop, re- 
scinded when asked about the 
possibility of attack. "We are 
defensive only." 

."We have built many things 
fin. North Korea). We don’t 
want to destroy anything," he 
told a news conference in 
Bangkok. 

Sir. Li criticised comments 
by South Korean Defence 
Minister Rhee Byoung-Tae 
that his 650.000-strong armed 
forces, aided by U.S. forces, 
could easily defeat North 
Korea's army of more than a 
million troops. 

Tensions have risen on the 
Korean peninsula since Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA) inspectors returned 
from North Korea this month, 
saying they had been pre- 
vented from completing checks 
at a nuclear site. 



Sinn Fein office attacked in Belfast 

BELFAST (R) — Protestant guerrillas launched a rocket 
attack on key offices of the IRA's political wing Sinn Fein in 
Belfast Tuesday, but there were no immediate reports of 
casualties, police said. The outlawed Ulster Freedom Fighters, 
determined to keep Northern Ireland British, said they carried 
out the attack on the building in Falls Road, a staunchly Irish 
nationalist area in the west of the city. They threatened to 
continue targeting Sinn Fein offices and members until the 
party, led by Gerry Adams, accepted an Anglo-Irish peace, 
plan which calls on the Irish Republican Army to end its 
25-year armed struggle to oust British troops from the territory 
and reunite Ireland. Protestant extremists have attacked Sinn 
Fein offices and its headquarters deep inside national stron- 
gholds in Belfast several times this year in a show of strength. 
Security sources say they fear the Protestant guerrillas, whose 
violence has in the past mainly been retaliation against IRA 
attacks, are stepping up their campaign in order to scupper the 
! same Anglo-Irish peace plan launched in December. • 

■I * 

Sikh militant leader surrenders 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Ramesh Kanwar Singh, a leader of 
the flagging Sikh separatist campaign in the northern Indian 
state of Punjab, has surrendered to the authorities, the Press 
Trust of India (PTI) reported Tuesday. The news agency said 
Punjab police announced Singh's surrender Tuesday and 
presented him before journalists. He was described as one of 
the brains behind the waning campaign for a Sikh homeland 
called Khaliscan (Land of the Pure) in Punjab, the rich fanning 
state bordering Pakistan. Punjab Police Chief Kanwar Pal 
Singh GiU, who has led a two-year police fight in which 
hundreds of suspected militants have been killed or captured, 
attended a news conference in the state capital Chandigarh 
where Mr. Singh was presented. The squrrender was another 
blow for the Khalistan campaign. Reporters were told thgt Mr. 
Singh had become disillusioned with the Khalistan campaign, 
which flared into violence in 1983 and went on to claim an 
estimated 25.000 lives, and decided to surrender. 

44 die in U.S. after storms 

ATLANTA (R) — A series of tornadoes and violent 
thunderstorms that ripped through five southern states Sunday 
killed at least 44 people, injured more than 350 and wreaked 
havoc on scores of rural communities, officials said Monday. 
The governors - of Alabama and Georgia are expected to call 
on the federal government for economic assistance for the 
hardest-hit areas, where many residents who lost their homes 
arc poor and have no insurance. Special damage-assessment 
teams in both states spent the day combing through communi- 
ties blasted by storms to assess the damage. Government 
officials said it will be weeks if not months before life returns 
to normal for many people. The biggest death toll was in the 
northeastern Alabama town of Piedmont in Cherokee County, 
where a tornado slammed into the Goshen United Methodist 
Church during a Palm Sunday service, devastating the brick 
structure with about 140 worshippers inside. Authorities said 
20 people died from injuries received when the church’s roof 
collapsed. 

Husband visits Aung San Suu Kyi 

RANGOON (AFP) — The husband of opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi is in Burma to spend the Easter holidays 
with his wife, who is in her fifth year of house arrest, reliable 
sources said Tuesday. Military authorities made no comment 
other than to say that the visit of British academic Michael 
Aris had been scheduled. The official press did not report Mr. 
Arts’ arrival. Aung San Suu Kyi was arrested in 1989 as part of 
a military crackdown on a nationwide pro-democracy move- 
ment. At first held incommunicado, she was later allowed to 
receive regular family visits from her husband and two sons. 
After her arrest, her National League for Democracy (NLD) 
went on to win national elections, but the junta — known as 
the State Law And Order Restoration Council (SLORC) — - 
did not hand over power. 

Hosokawa under attack again 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime Minister Morihiro Hosokawa 
came under fresh attack Tuesday over allegations of more 
shady financial deals, prompting shriller opposition calls for 
him to step down or call snap elections. Communist lawmaker 
Zenmei Matsumoto said Mr. Hosokawa was not telling the 
truth about a 1986- 19S7 transacti on in shares of giant Nippon 
Telegraph and Telephone Corp (NTT) that the prime minister 
claims was conducted by his late father-in-law. Mr. Hosokawa 
told parliament he knew little about the 300 shares of NTT, 
bought in 1986 just after NTT went public. "That is a lie." said 
Mr. Matsumoto, a veteran scandal watcher in parliament who 
has embarrassed previous governments. "The share deal was 
done through an aide of Governor Hosokawa and arranged at 
the governor's office." he told Reuters. "I have the testimony 
of the investment consultant who arranged it." Mr. Hosokawa 
was formerly governor of Kumamoto prefecture in southern 
Japan. The latest accusation comes on top of a three-week-old 
opposition boycott of parliamentary budget business over a 
murky loan Mr. Hosokawa took from a and as a 

new opinion poll showed the Hosokawa , 
larity slip below 50 per cent for the fy 


Parliamentary crisis looms in Ukraine 
as only 49 candidates win seats 


U.K. 
accepts 
EU voting 
compromise 

LONDON (AFP) — The Brit- 
ish government Tuesday 
accepted the so-called “Greek 
compromise," in the row over 
European Union (EU) voting 
powers, the Press Association 
and the BBC reported. 

Prime Minister John Major's 
office declined comment, 
saying only that the premier 
would address the House of 
Commons on the question. 

■ T nqfllMWfe wy jgfc l 

aal cabinet, meeting at wfnch I 
Foreign Secretary' Douglas 
Hurd outlined the Greek for- 
mula. 

Foreign ministers meeting at 
loannina, Greece, Sunday set 
a 1600 GMT Tuesday deadline 
for European governments to 
formalise their positions on a 
deal that would end the dispute 
over where a blocking minority 
should be set in EU voting. 

The deal worked out in 
Greece was designed to meet 
British demands that blocking 
threshold remain at 23 votes 
even after enlargement of the 
EU to 16 members, with the 
entry of Austria, Sweden, Fin- 
land and Norway at the start of 
next year. 

Under the proposal the four 
new nations will have it written 
into their membership terms 
that 27 votes out of 90 will be 
the minimum required for a 
veto. 

Earlier Tuesday. Employ- 
ment Secretary David Hunt 
said the European Commission 
had given Britain assurance 
that it would not use the new 
system as a way of introducing 
social policy changes through 
the back door by disguising 
them as health and safety leg- 
"islation. 


KIEV (AFP) — Only 49 candi- 
dates won seats in the first 
round of voting for Ukraine's 
first post-Soviet parliament, 
forcing more than 400 races 
into ran-offis and raising fears 
of Anther instability in the 
troubled nation. 

Electoral Commission 
Chairman Ivan Yemets said 
the second round of voting for 
remaining seats in the 450- 
member legislature could take 
place as soon as Sunday. 


Under Ukrainian electoral 
law, the second round of vot- 
ing to the remaining 401 seats 
must be held by April 10, with 
the two top vote-getters from 
the first ballot facing off. 

Mr. Yemets told a news con- 
ference that dozens of candi- 
dates came dose to reaching 
the 50-per cent cutoff marie for 
victory, but it was undear if a 
second round .would be suffi- 
cient to decide all remaining 
races. 


He said that 226 seats must 
be filled to allow the new 
parliament to convene and 
pass laws, while 300 deputies 
were needed to form the 
quorum necessary to vote on 
constitutional amendments. 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk has warned that if 
the 300-deputy threshold is not 
reached after a second round 
of voting, the old Soviet-era 
legislature would continue the 
function of voting. 


Clinton climbs 10 points in latest poll 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Clinton's job 
approval rating climbed 10 per- 
centage points after his prime- 
time news conference last 
week, the latest ABC News- 
Washington Post poll found. 

Fifty-seven per cent of those 
polled on March 25-27 approve 
of Mr. Clinton's job perform- 
ance, compared with 47 per 
cent in a poll dated March 22 
and 52 per cent on March 8. 
Forty-one per cent disapprove, 

; down ; ftojtn ,45 peF .jcent ron; 
March 22, tbut-.up slightly from, 
40 per cent on March 8. 

The poll also found a major- 
ity of the respondents — 56 per 
cent — believe the Whitewater 
affair is not an important issue. 
Forty per cent said it is impor- 
tant. 

Mr. Clinton, on vacation in 
Coronado, Calif., gave a 
thumbs-up signal when asked 
about the poll, and said he was 
“in good shape." 

“He was veiy encouraged 
when I showed him the poll 
numbers, both on the approval 
rating and on how he's hand- 
ling Whitewater," said White 
House spokesman Jeff Eller. 

The poll showed that 69 per 
cent believe the Whitewater 
affair is distracting the federal 
goavemment from important 
work, and 71 per cent believe it 
has been over-reported by the 
news media. 

Nonetheless, 44 per cent 
said Mr. Clinton is “holding 
back something important" ab- 
out Whitewater, and 46 per 
cent said he has not revealed 
enough about his personal fi- 
nances. 

The survey was conducted 
from March 25 to March 27 
among a random sample of 


1,029 adults. The results have a 
margin of error of 3.5 percen- 
tage points. 

Meanwhile, The House 
Banking Committee chairman 
said Monday he's “not in- 
terested in protecting anyone" 
in the Whitewater affair, and 
defended his derision to cancel 
what would have been the first* 
House hearing on the subject 
which has bedevilled the Clin- 
ton White House. 

Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez 
fin told ■ a news' 7 conference the 
•■‘T committee >w.ouIcL conduct.;- 
bearings “at the proper time 
and under proper circumst- 
ances’’ — not, he said, while 
Republicans planned to get 
maximum publicity and inter- 
fere with a special counsel. 

Mr. Gonzalez' comments 
did not concern the broad, 
Whitewater hearings the 
House voted to hold if the 
bipartisan leadership agrees on 
a time and format. 

The Texas Democrat refer- 
red to legally required hearings 
on the savings and loan 
cleanup agency, which were 
scheduled on March 24 and 
then cancelled by Mr. Gon- 
zalez. 

Republicans, citing a House 
rule that allows the minority 
party to call witnesses, had 
invited a list of witnesses that 
read like a who’s of the 
Whitewater affair. 

Mr. Gonzalez said that 
under his interpretation, the 
Republicans could not conduct 
an investigatory hearing if the 
majority Democrats did not 
plan to do so. 

"I’m not interested in pro- 
tecting anyone... Only in pre- 
serving the integrity of the 
committee," Mr. Gonzalez 
said, adding he only has met 


President Clinton on one occa- 
sion and never talked to the 
White House about Whitewa- 
ter. 

Meanwhile, the ranking Re- 
publican on the committee said 
Sunday he cannot conclude 
two top White House aides 
acted illegally when they com- 
plained to a Treasury official 
about the hiring of a former 
Republican-appointed pro- 
secutor in the Whitewater 
case, 

“The White-. House may 
> have made a mistake, but I 
think it'd be premature to draw 
any extraordinary conclu- 
sions,” Rep. Jim Leach, R~ 
Iowa, said Sunday on televi- 
sion. 

“It’s natural that they would 
be upset” with a decision by 
the Resolution Trust Corp. to 
retain former U.S. attorney 
Jay B. Stephens 10 investigate 
the failed Madison Guaranty 
Savings and Loan, Mr. Leach 
said of senior White House 
aides Harold Ickes.and George 
Stephanopoulos. 

In a separate development, a 
Newsweek magazine article 
quoting a tax expert as saying 
Hillary Rodham Clinton didn’t 
use her own money in a suc- 
cessful investment scheme was 
based on a “misunderstand- 
ing” with the source and the 
magazine may apologise to the 
White House, an editor said 
Monday. 

Newsweek, in its April 4 
edition appearing on news- 
stands Monday, quoted Profes- 
sor Maorin A. Chirelstein of 
Columbia University Law 
School as saying Mrs. Clinton 
did not invest any money of 
her own to realise roughly 
£100,000 in cattle futures trad- 
ing profits in 1978 and 1979. 


Yeltsin’s wife says Russians better off than ever 



MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin’s wife Naina, in a 
rare newspaper interview, de- 
fended her husband's reforms 
Tuesday, saying Russians were 
better off than ever. 

"You can buy whatever you 
want." she told the daily Kom- 
somolskaya Pravda. ‘ "Look 
back 10 years: Now when did 
we ever have such abundance 
in the shops?” 

Her description contrasted 
sharply with the picture 
painted by opposition politi- 
cians of a decaying nation, 
where all but a criminal fringe 
are fighting off poverty. 

Naina, who has no record of 
involvement in politics herself, 
complained newspapers gave 
the impression her husband 
was not interested in impro- 
ving the people's lot. 

Interviewed Iasi week in the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi. 
Naina was asked whether she 
supported her husband’s poli- 
cies. 

"Tell me. are you personally 
any worse off?" she retorted. 
"I suppose not,” came the 
response. 

"You know, we have our 
acquaintances." continued 
Russia's first lady. "Believe me 
these are not high-ranking offi- 
cials, they are ordinary people 
and none of them are com- 
plaining." 

“I was in. ..Yekaterinburg 
(the Yeltsins’ home town) ana 
I cannot say they are any worse 


off there. For some, things are 
difficult, for some, things are 
hard. But no worse.*’ 

“In my view people have 
won the most important thing, 
their freedom. Now there is 
nobody looking over your 
shoulder and you have a 
chance to earn as much money 
as you are able.” 

Politicians all pay lip service 
to “economic reform”. But 
much of the parliament say 
Mr. Yeltsin’s rush towards 
capitalism is destroying pro- 
duction and beggaring the na- 
tion. 

Naina dismissed the view 80 
per cent of Russians were on 
the threshold of poverty, 
saying it was impossible all the 
commercial activity she saw 
was for a mere 20 per cent of 
the population. 

“Unfortunately nobody 
bothers to mention that the 
situation in Russia is better 
than in the other republics of 
the former (Soviet) Union.” 
she said. "That doesn't fit into 
the opposition scenario." 

Naina also denounced spe- 
culation about Mr. Yeltsin’s 
health as "dirty politics'* aimed 
at the 1996 presidential elec- 
tions. 

"There isn’t a single country 
in the world where they specu- 
late about the president's 
health as they do here.” she 
said. 

"Heis healthy, he’s healthy. 
All this talk about his health is 


just dirty politics.*' she told 
Komsomolskaya Pravda. 
"Why are they suddenly mak- 
ing a fuss about this? It’s be- 
cause 1996 is getting close and 
they have at. any cost to show 
that Boris Nikolayevich is ill.” 

Naina stopped short of 
saying that Mr. Yeltsin, who is 
63, would run for a second 
five-year terni in 1996. 

The president has avoided 
committing himself. His 
spokesman Anatoly Krasikov 
Tuesday denied a report in the 
daily Izvesria that Mr. Yeltsin 
had derided not to stand. 

“Boris Nikolayevich has not 
taken any derision on that mat- 
ter, whether to stand or not 10 
stand, it is still too early." he 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s health has 
been the subject of intense 
speculation, especially abroad 
and in financial markets, since 
a bout of nervous exhaustion 
confined him to hospital in 
1987. 

Last week a U.S. television 
network, quoting unnamed 
sources, reported that he had 
been suffering from potentially 
fatal cirrhosis of the liver for 
years. 

Naina said she was fed up 
with all the rumours. 

"'Hie re is no defence against 
gossip. But sometimes 1 want 
to go out into the street and 
shoot: ‘People, stop and think, 
they do you say such hurtful 
things.'" 


“What illnesses won’t they 
invent for the president?” she 
said. "He gets flu — they say 
he's seriously ill. He works at 
home — they say he’s ill 
again." 

“He arrived in Sochi, a 
change of surroundings is 
already a rest. He played ten- 
nis, bathed in the sea.” 
“Boris Nikolayevich does 
not treat his health lightly and 
if he was seriously ill he would 
have retired long ago.” 
Meanwhile, the prosecutor 
general’s office launched a cri- 
minal probe Monday into re- 
cent media reports about plots 
to overthrow President 
Yeltsin. 

Wrf sta * emen i ^med by the 
Interfax News Agency, it said 
an inquiry has shown that 
newspaper stories about a 
£f° u P high-ranking officials 
wh ° al Hegedly intended to 
°££ bTOW Yeltsin were 

The group of yet unknown 
people who spread this in- 
“™ tl0n .‘Apparently com- 
to entail re- 
spons.bihty for slander, accom- 
panied ^by the charges of 

u the P rose curion said. 

. 111e c . ha ^ges carry a max . 
imuiti prison term of five years 
Russian arch-nationalist 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, asked 
about charges by l £23 
of a conspiracy to 
P° wer - said Tues- 
day- Hes absolutely right" 


Hand dryers blow 
food^polsoning . 
bacteria— ■ study 

LONDON (R) -7 Nine? five 
per cent of public washroom 
hand dryers tested emitted 
bacteria which could cause 
food poisoning or broncho- 
pneumonia, a British study re- 
leased Tuesday showed. Tlie 
survey, carried out by the Uni- 
versity of Westminister in Lo® - 
don, said the number of dis- 
ease-causing bacteria on the 
hands could be multiplied by 
more than 600 per cent when a 
hot air hand dryer was used. 
“The university’s report sug- 
gests that where hot air dry era 
are used in sensitive locations 
such as hospitals, their use 
should be seriously reconsi- 
dered on health grounds," a 
statement released with the 
study said. “It shows that 80 
per cent of the hot air dryers 
tested in hospitals blew ool 
bacteria which could cause 
broncho-pneumonia," it 
added. The study included air 
dryers in 35 locations in pubUc 
washrooms in hospitals, fast 
food restaurants, shops and 
railway stations. Sixty- three 
per cent of the devices in aH 
locations tested blow out gMt 
bacteria which indicated faecail 
contamination. The study said 
pull-down linen toweb reduced 
.the total number of bacteria on 
people's hands by more than 
40 per cent and paper hand 
towels by nearly 60 per cent, 1 

Norwegians 'in 
secret talks’ over 
Munch picture 

OSLO (R) — A group ;6f 
Norwegian investors are 
secretly discussing paying' a 
ransom for one of the world’s 
most famous paintings stolen 
in Oslo last month, a Norwe- 
gian newspaper said Tuesday. 
The independent Dagbladcf 
said the anonymous group had 
been negotiating with thieves* 
representatives over a five mil- 
lion crown (5680,000) ransom 
for the 1983 Norwegian mas- 
terpiece, “ The Scream” by 
Edvard Munch, which would, 
then be given back to the 
National Gallery. "The 
Scream”, showing a waif-like 
figure wide-mouthed in terror 
beneath a blood-red sky, was 
stolen from the gallery by two 
tnieves on Feb. 12. Jens Kris- 
tian Thune chairman of the 
gallery’s board, told Dagbladet 
he bad been informed by the. 
investors of the ransom talks 
and that be had told Norway's 
Culture Ministry of their plans. 
“I have not received signals 
(from the ministry) that will 
nuke such a solution more 
difficult,'' be' was quoted as- 
saying. 

Woman receives 

compensation 

from 

Bonn for cow loss 

GOMEL, Belarus (AP) — 
German authorities, acting on 
a receipt issued by the Nad 
occupation administration 
more than 50 years ago, have 
compensated for a Belarussian 
woman's loss of a cow, a news 
agency said. Anna Voro- 
payeva, whose cow was re- 
quisitioned by German troops 
in 1942, presented the docu- 
ment to a representative of a 
German relief agency this 
year, ITAR-TASS reported. 

’Cheats 
undermine 
top China resort* 

CEDING (R) — Cheats in one 
or Uuna s top resorts are flew 
mg tourists with swindles tike 
the “free” 500 karaoke s» 
non a newspaper reported 
Monday. The China consume* 
news said the scenic southern 
mountain town of Guilin hsd 
become such a haven fot 
tricksters that its future as • 
holiday spot was in danger. 
When will Guilin stOpripri£g 
off its customers?” the new? 

asked. The town 1. 
Guangxi. Province « the centre 

tool «S°£j? ng Ptolar with 
™^and foreign travellers fot 
jjs spectacular mountains and 
winding rivers. But now tail 
drivw and tour guides mmm 

eoodwln J? ependin 8 
Swi ? ** to* 8 *** have dc- 
^ded to rob them instead. 

people are read- 
' ' h _ ra,ted »" one Chinese 

quoted a I r0m - AnShan 
quoted as saying. The China 

°" s “ rner News said on£ 
SSL*? 0 * 1 from sS 


ftT pay aw 

rarabowl of nc 

robbed of 500 yuan 

AfthSf*? dy " searc,! 
Although author! 

Jned to reassert 1 
imposing fi nes ^ , 

? usine ^ licences 
J5S? asin 8 and threj 
^stourismincom 


*1 


Sports 


Pacers rout Clippers 


&nits score? 1 27 ^tT Sd , 0 ^ inwon “spended 

New 7 0rt 

93 viaory MondaS St „ ? ird i cad,n 8 scorer and re- 

.1 I t * “02y flight over bounder, was ■rusrvnrL.H hu th. 


A n g etes Clippers. 

Ine Pacers, who broke a 
tWC^game losing streak, were 

87-9 points in their 
last* 12 games. 

They broke loose for 66 
points in the first half against 
the yhppers, five more than 
they scored in a 93-61 loss at 
Cleveland last Tuesday. 

fir Seattle, Gary Payton 
wred 23 points and Seattle . 
forced 23 turnover in beatine 
Denver. 6 

The Sonics shot less than 40 
per cent for the third time this 
season but their defense car- 
ried them. to their fifth straight 
victory and 14th in their last 17 
games. 

Lapbonso Ellis led the Nug- 
gets-with 20 points on 10-of-16 
shooting. Dikembe Mu tom bo 
had * 21 rebounds and nine 
points for the Nuggets, who. 
had their four-game winning 
streik snapped. Seattle con- 
verted 34-of-43 free throws to 
the- Nuggets’ 20-of-31. 


third-leading scorer and re- 
bounder, was suspended by the 
NBA for one game Monday 
for hitting referee Bill Sponer 
in the stomach with an open 
hand during Sunday night’s 
game in Phoenix. The incident 
occurred with 7:26 left in the 
113:98 loss. The 7-foot (2.14- 
metre) Nigerian centre was 
gesturing at Spooner to protest 
what he thought shook! have 
been a foul on the Suns’ A.C. 
Green when he struck the offi- 
cial. 

Olajuwon was ejected two 
seconds after Dan Majerile 
scored on an offensive rebound 
to put Phoenix ahead 90-78. 
Olajuwon had 21 points, 11 
rebounds and five blocks. 

“Spooner felt a shot in the 
solar plexus,” said NBA super- 
visor of officials Darell Garret- 
son, who was at the game but 
did not work it. “That can 
happen with a guy running by, 
it can happen a thousand ways. 
I think he knew he bad done 
something wrong by the way 
he left the floor.” 


14 Arab teams to take part 
in ART basketball tourney 


Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Fourteen teams 
will take part in the Arab 
Racfio and Television (ART) 
Basketball Championship 
which will take place in Am- 
man on May 5th through May 
15th, acconfing to President 
of the Jordan Basketball Fed- 
eration (JBF) Awwad Had- 
dad. 

He said 14 teams from 
seven countries have thus far 
agreed to participate in ART 
championship. 

Two teams will be from 
Saudi Arabia, one from the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), two from Qatar, one 
from Bahrain, two from 
Lebanon, two from Egypt, 
two from Syria in addition to 
Jordan's top two teams AI 
Ahli and Al Orthodox!, said 
Mr. Haddad, who is »i«> 
member of the tournament’s 
organising committee. 

He said the championship. 


which is organised by the 
Amman-based Daflah Cor- 
poration for Communica- 
tions, aims to promote rela- 
tions between Arab states 
and to boost die performance 
of basketball players in the 
Arab World as a whole. 

According to Mr. Haddad, 
the or ganising committee of 
ART, winch mil. be headed 
by Minister of Youth Abdal- 
lah Oweidat, will include as 
members in addition to Mr. 
Haddad, Secretary General 
of the Ministry of Youth Ma- 
jid Quteishal, Secretary of 
die Jordan Olympic Commit- 
tee (JOC) Mnwaffaq Al Faw- 
waz, representatives of Al 
Ahli and Al Orthodoxi dubs, 
the director of the Jordan 
Radio and Television Cor- 
poration, the director of Al 
Hussein Youth City and rep- 
resentatives of ^Jordanian 
newspapers and Dallah cor- 
poration. 


NBA STANDINGS 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Atlantic Division 


Hectic life in 
the fast lane 



W 

L 

Pet. 

GB 

* New York 

49 

19 

.721 


Orlando 

40 

28 

-588 

9 

Miami 

37 

31 

.544 

12 

New Jersey 

36 

31 

.537 

1216 

Boston 

24 

42 

364 

24 

Philadelphia 

21 

48 

.304 

2846 

Washington 

19 

49 

379 

30 

9 \ 

Central Division 


■it Xtianta 

48 

20 

.706 

t— 

Chicago 

45 

24 

.652 

316 

Cleveland 

39 

30 

365 

946 

t«yKam 

36 

32 

-529 

12 

Charlotte 

31 

36 

.463 

1646 

Detroit 

19 

49 

.279 

29 

Milwaukee 

18 

50 

365 

30 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 

Midwest Division 



fr, Houston 

48 

19 

.716 

* 

☆San Antonio 

• 49 

20 

.710 

— 

Vp* ... 

44 

26 

.629 

5V5 

Mp4 ve T/jt twvb. • 


315 

13% 


14| 03i<& 

' .279 

29% 

Pallas 

-a • 

60 

.118 

40% " 


Pacific Division 


☆Seattle 

51 

17 

.750 

— 

^-Phoenix 

45 

23 

.662 

6 

Portland 

41 

28 

394 

10% 

Golden Slate • 

39 

28 

.582 

11% 

L.A. Lakers 

29 

38 

.433 * 

21% 

C^A. Clippers 

25 

43 

368 

26 

Sacramento 

23 

45 

338 

28 

☆ Clinched playoff berth. 


PARIS (R) — Swimmers who 
have just dimbed out of the 
water at the end of the World 
Cup series could soon be di- 
ving in more often for major 
championships. 

The International Swimming 
Federation (FINA), intent on 
raising the profile of the sport, 
has signalled renewed interest 
in the World Cup and is also 
considering holding its long- 
course world championships 
every two years instead of ev- 
ery four. 

More frequent world cham- 
pionships — the biggest event 
in swimming after the Olympic 
Games — would have disturb- 
ing repercussions for continen- 
tal championship in an already 
crowded competition calendar. 

FINA’s introduction of short- 
course world championships, 
first staged in Palma de Mallor- 
ca last December and next set 
for Rio de Janeiro in 1995, has 
already cut across the Euro- 
pean sprint championships to 
the annoyance of European 
administrators. 


they would need to be resche- 
duled to avoid clashing with 
the Olympics. 

The two-yearly European 
championships, with a tradi- 
tion dating back to 1926. and 
the Pan-Pacific Games at pre- 
sent fill the years in between 
the Olympics and the worlds, 
so something would have to 
give. 

“Always in life we have 
priorities,” Cornel Mar- 
culescu, director of the FINA 
office, said at the Paris meeting 
which concluded the World 
Cup series. 

“To increase the image of 
swimming we need a high stan- 
dard of events. In short-course 
we have made a big step for- 
ward.” 

A federation commission is 
working on the calendar and 
looking into the possibility of 
changing the long-course world 
championship schedule. 

FINA, which took over the 
running of the short-course 
World Cup series in 1992, now 
shares the organisation with 


The long-course^ world- national federations and-origi— 


championships, first -freld in- 
Belgrade in 1973, are currently 
staged midway between Olym- 
pics with the next edition set 
for Rome this September. If 
they were held every two years 


rally planned to shed responsi- 
bility in 1995. 

But, with records tumbling 
and meets successful, the inter- 
national body has had a change 
of heart. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

€>1903 Trtwna IMW 5crvcW- "c 

' ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
—As South, vulnerable, you Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 


task •" 
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sie ^ 
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Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: . 

*&87 7QJ83 0Q86 *A76 
Ttoe' bidding has proceeded: 

Nbrth East South West 

Eass 1 v Pass Pass 

1.* 2* ? 

What do you bid now? 

JL — You hare a pretty good band, 
but don't -hang partner for not sell- 
ing out to one diamond. North is a 
passed hand and couldn't reopen 
with a double. Therefore, be con- 
tent with a raise to two spades. 
Since North has already bid your 
cards, any further action will have 
to come from partner. 

Q.2 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4AQJ43 v7 $AK865 *A4 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the .bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

^Normally, we don't recom- 
xfaend a takeout double on a two- 
spised- hand, but this hand is too 
stxpngi for a simple overcall. The 
action we recommend is a double, 
planning to bid spades over a dub 
response from partner. 

«« - 

Q;3 — -Both vulnerable, as South 
♦KQJ? 993 0K984 *343 

I'NT ■ Pass 2 * PaM 

. Fans ? 

What do vou bid now? 

Z— Normally, with 9 points and a 
balanced hand you would mvite 
nine by bidding two no mirnp. 
Here, however, your high cards are 
•o&centrated in your king nuts, 
ajvidmg two possible sources of 
eta. -Irani* to three no trump. 


Q.4 — As South, vul n erab l e, you 
hold: 

*K6 7KQ4 0X52 *AK765 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do you take? 

A. — With the king-queen of heads 
weD placed behind the opening bid 
and a fair five-card amt, we think 
thin hand is too strong far an imme- 
diate one-no- trump overcaO. Our 
choice would be to double, then bid 
no trump as cheaply as possible at 
oar neat: turn. That shows a bal- 
anced hand worth more than a one- 
no-trump Opening bid. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AK5 <39643 v8 *109873 
Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump. What do you respond? 
A. — There's no question that 
you’re going to play in game, but 
since your band is unbalanced, a 
suit contract might be safer than 
three no trump. To check on wheth- 
er partner has a four-card heart 
suit, use the Stayman -Convention. 
Bid three clubs. 

Q.6 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South yon hold: 

9QJ1085 v^Void 0AX983 *Q98 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 * 1 NT Pass 3 NT 

9 , 

What action do you take? 

A.— If you have a regard for your 
bank balance, pass. The auction 
marks partner with heart length, so 
there's a good chance that introduc- 
ing your second suit could land you 
in four spades doubled on a 5-2 fit 
and a heart lead would threaten loss 
of trump control immediately. 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 

* Two bedrooms - living - dining room - kitchen & bath. 
☆ One bedroom - living room - kitchen & bath. 

With C. heating & telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles, near 
Khaldi Hospital. 

Call owner tel. 667862, 642351 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Four-bedroom ground floor apartment with 400 
sq.m, garden. JW1CO built-in kitchen. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

Call tel. 827537 

JOB OPPORTUNITY ~ 

Wanted to work in Beauty centre in Um Uthainah 
for manicure, pedicure, waxing, depilation with 
sugar. 

Experience is a must 

Call: 661217 


FOR RENT 

Furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, salon, living 
room, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, car park, ground floor, in 
yery good state. 

Call: 631526 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and unfurnished new flats, located 
in a quiet area in Jabal Amman, 5th Circle. 

For more details please call 628307, 
Amman, Mr. Fou’ad, from 9-1 and 3-6. 
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Becker crashes out of Osaka Open 




OSAKA, Japan (R) — Third 
seed Boris Becker crashed out 
of the 5650,000 Osaka Salem 
Open tennis tournament Tues- 
day at the first hurdle, going 
down to American Robbie 
Weiss in three sets. 

Weiss, ranked 113 in the 
world, pulled back from 0-3 in 
the thin! to beat the German 
4-6 6-3 6-4. 

There were comfortable vic- 
tories in first round matches 
for four other Americans — 
top-seeded Pete Sampras, 
Michael Chang, Andre Agassi 
and Ivan Lendl. 

Sampras defeated Stephane 
Simian of France 7-5 6-3, 
Chang beat Joem Renzenbrink 
of Germany 6-1 6-0, Agassi 
overcame compatriot Doug 
Flach 6-1 7-5, while Lendl dis- 
posed of Thomas Shimada of 
Japan 6-2 6-1. 

Becker, troubled by a slow 
court and cold, wmdy condi- 
tions, squandered his lead in 
tbe final set to give 27-year-old 
Weiss one of the biggest wins 
of his career. 

“I was surprised to come 
back... It's a great win for 
me,” said the American. 

Becker, whose greatest 
triumphs have been on the 
lightning fast grass of Wimble- 
don, said be found the -hard 
surface in Osaka almost as 
slow as clay. 

“It was difficult to play in 
the cold, but I tried my best,” 
he said. “He came up with 
some good shots and played a 
good match.” 

Weiss felt beating Becker 
was bis third best victory in pro 


Tapie faces 
suspects in 
bribes probe 

VALENCIENNES, France 
(R) — Marseille soccer boss 
and politician Bernard Tapie 
confronted other figures in 
France's soccer bribery scandal 
at a showdown in an investigat- 
ing magistrate's chambers 
Tuesday. 

Justice sources said the 
meeting was meant to shed 
light on the background to an 
alleged attempt by Marseille to 
bn^rea^^'oppohehiS^Men- 
dermes to lose a key matchJasc 
May. 

In a first confrontation, 
Tapie and bis former right- 
hand man, Jean -Pierre Bernes, 
were questioned along with 
Valenciennes Chairman 
Michel Coencas, Mayor Jean- 
Louis Borloo and two -other 
Valenciennes directors. 

A second meeting was due 
later Tuesday between Tapie 
and former Marseille midfiel- 
der Jean-Jacques Eydelie, who 
has admitted handing over a 
250,000 franc (544,000) bribe 
to a Valenciennes player 



Boras Bicker 

tennis after wins against Stefan 
Edberg. when the Swede was 
world number two. and against 
Lendl, when he was ranked 
sixth. 

He said Becker, who has 
now slipped to 14 in the world 
rankings, failed to produce his 
fearsome serve of old. 

Chang, seeded second, 
cruised through his opening 
match against Lanky Renzen- 
brink. engaging in a succession 
of baseline rallies before deftly- 
passing him time and again.' 

On the brink of defeat, Ren- 
senbrink finally dug in his 


heels, saving five break points 
before Chang served out the 
match. 

“In rhe last game I made a 
couple of errors and that kind 
of opened the game a little bit 
for him." Chang said. 

“For me it was important to 
dose that game. I didn’t want 
to give him any confidence on 
my serve at all.” 

Fifth seed Agassi, recently 
returned to the dreuit after 
five months out with a wrist 
injury, rocketed through the 
first set only for spirited Flach 
finally to find his rhythm in the 


second at a perilous 2-5 arid- Ji 
15-40 down. t'r 

“1 kind of took it easy.'* 1 
Agassi said. “I didn't really* 
think he was going to make the “*■ ■ 
effort und then I lost the poifa " 4 - 
and that can really change the' 
momentum. 

“I’m glad that I got out it irt : 
two sets." '•* 

In other matches Tuesday, 
sixth seed Aaron Krickstein' ’- £ 
trounced Australian Darren' 
Cahill 6-1 6-2, while numWrV* 
seven seed Brad Gilbert 
downed Japanese Rvuso Tsu- v - 
jino 7-5 6-7 (4-7) 6-2. - ‘ 


Australian Open final 
heads for five sets 


MELBOURNE (R) — Au- 
stralian Open organisers said 
Tuesday next year’s women's 
singles final would be the best 
of five sets, although Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation (ITF» 
offidals stressed the move 
needed their final approval. 

“Given the athletidsm and 
professionalism of the elite 
women players today, rhe time 
is right.” said Tennis Australia 
President Geoff Pollard. 

Pollard and the tournament 
director, Paul' McNanlee'. 
announced in a statement that 
the change from three sets 
would be brought in next Janu- 
ary. 

But ITF offidals emphasised 
that the move needed to be 
approved first by their annual 
assembly in Hong Kong in 
September. 

“The press release makes it 
appear a fait accompli but in 
fact it does need a chang e to 
the rules to do it.” said ITF 
spokesman Ian Barnes. 

Tennis Australia would 
propose a genera) amendment 
to the ITF's rules at the 


September meeting. If that 
failed, they would 'ask to be 
granted a' spuria! exception 
similar to the one given to the 
year-ending Virginia Slims 
championships, the only 
women’s tour even which 
already has a best-of-five-sets 
final, Barnes said. 

"As a precedent has been set 
at the Virginia Slims finals I 
should think Tennis Australia 
would be confident of getting 
it.” Barnes added. • - 

« » - ... »* ; .. *:,)u 3 

McNamee said the move 
would give spectators greater 
value for money. 

At this year’s open in Janu- 
ary, Steffi Graf earned 
5325.000 by defeating Spain’s 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in a 
best-of-three-set final which 
took only SS minutes. 

“I think the public would 
have been very happy to see 
Steffi play another set the way 
she was playing,” McNamee 
said. “And perhaps someone 
as strong as Arantxa might 
have been able to claw her way 
back into the match." 



LOOKING FOR A JOB 

A Sri Lankan lady with a diplomatic visa and very good 
command of English looking for a job with an English 
family. 

Please call 668790 Liyanage 


EMPLOYEES REQUIRED 

Contracting/development company requires following staff: 

1. Civil Engineer: minimum five years experience in 
building construction. 

2. Experienced Accountant 

Both positions require good knowledge of English and 
computer skills. 

Send complete CV, Including references and 
photograph to P.O.Box 930327, Amman 11193. 


9-Caya Cultured Center » 

Is pleased to announce that 
registration for the following Kaya RBSSr 
courses are still open. 

Music, Painting, Arabic hand- 
writing and French Language. 

- Don’t forget our Russian school of Art and Sports 
were you can enjoy Aerobic, Yoga, Acrobatics, 
Gymnastics, Modem Dance, Courses to reduce 
weight and special training to relieve bones and 
muscules. 

For more information please call Haya Cultural Center 
665 195 - 665 194. 
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Smart’z 


GALLERY RESTAURANT 
INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


DINNER& 
LATE NIGHT 
WITH 
MANET 


DINNERS, SNACKS 
SANDWICHES 
& DRINKS 

i 7:00 TO 12:00) 


OPEN DAILY 
NOON TO MIDNIGHT 




i 



EXCLUSIVELY SMART 


AMMAN . SOL k l MM UTIIAINA . TEL 81SVS7 



Cinema TeL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


INDECENT PROPOSAL 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. 830. 10-J0 


Cinema'' 


TeL: 699238 1 Cinema 


TeL: 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


Holly Floria & Alicia Anne 
in 

BIKINI ISLAND 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. 5. &30. 8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD ‘1’ 
DEMOLITION MAN 

. Show 1230. 3:00. «JO. 8 JO. 10 JO 

CONCORD *2? 
THE FUGITIVE 

SfaQWK 12-30; 3:45, 6H», 8:15. 10:15 


TeL: 618274 - 618275 ! 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Opening Soon 


Forhftddan X Forbidden 


TeL: 675571 1 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre ; 


Watch for the surprise — 
The next play..,. 


Nabil & Hisham's TeL: 625155'! 

AHLAN THEATRE I 


Since tbe actors are abroad the theatir 
is closed 

It will re-open on April 6, 1994 for two. 
weeks in tbe last performances of: 

“Arab Summit Conferenca” 










NEWS IN BRIEF 


Crown Prince, Princess Sarvath return home 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and Princess Sarvath Tuesday returned home at the 
end of a private visit to Austria. Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath were received upon arrival by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid. Private Chamber- 
lain Prince Ali Ben Nayef and senior civil and military 
officials. 


Malhas leaves for ministers meeting in Cairo 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Abdul Rahim Malhas 
Tuesday left for Cairo to take part in the two-day session of 
the Council of Arab Health Ministers, which starts here today. 
The Arab health ministers will discuss several issues, including 
health conditions of Palestinians in the occupied Arab 
territories, coordination with the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), and reports about activities of Arab Council for 
Medical Specialisations and the Arab Council for Health 
Documentation and Publications. 


Child killed in shooting accident 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 18-month-old Badia girl who has shot 
accidentally by her 5-year-old brother died Monday, according 
to police reports. The victim's father told police that he took 
his family to graze their sheep, and when they returned home, 
his son took the rifle to place it in a safe place, and the rifle 
went off accidentally hitting the baby in the chest. Hospital 
sources S3id the girl, identified only as N.H.S., was declared 
dead on arrival. Police said they are investigating the incident. 
In another accident, in Mafraq, a 43-year-old man Monday 
was killed when the steam-roller he was driving turned over. 
According to traffic officials, the victim, Farouq Salpineh, was 
driving too fast on a surface that could not accommodate the 
vehicle. 


France urges speed-up in Mideast talks 


PARIS (AFP) — France Tuesday deplored violence which left 
several Palestinians in the occupied Gaza Strip and called on 
parties to the Mideast peace talks to speed up negotiations. 
Foreign ministry spokesman Richard Duque said Monday's 
violence in Gaza “once again shows the urgency of the need to 
bring into force the Sept. 13, 1993, accord of principle on 
allowing the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and Jericho and the 
redeployment of forces." France, the spokesman added, “calls 
oa all parties to exercise the necessary re st r ai nt and to 
accelerate negotiations to achieve rapid implementation of the 
interim autonomy" accord. 


Armenia awaits crash communique from Iran 


MOSCOW (R) — Armenia withheld any substantive com- 
ment on Tuesday about the downing of an Iranian plane which 
Tehran says was brought down by Armenian forces over 
disputed Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenian presidential spokes- 
man Levon Zurabyan, speaking by telephone from Yerevan, 
said: “We are aware of the statements circulated by various 
news agencies about the plane which is alleged to have been 
shot down. But the Armenian government has not had any 
official notification and we cannot react until we have received 
the communique from the Iranian side." Iran's official news 
agency IRNA, quoting a Foreign Ministry statement, said the 
military Hercules 0130 cargo plane wass shot down by a 
missile fired by Armenians in Karabakh shortly after the plane 
had contacted the Yerevan consol tower. All 32 people. ojn 
board, including a number of relatives of Iranian diplomats 
based in Moscow, were killed in the March 17 incident. The 
mamlv-Armenian populated Karabakh, which is administra- 
tively inside Azerbaijan, has been at the centre of an 
undeclared war between the two former Soviet republics for 
the past six years. Thousands have died in fighting. The 
Armenian government denies any direct involvement in the 
fighting, but it provides diplomatic and logistical support for 
the Karabakh Armenians. 


Kuwait Islamists angry at traffic curbs 


KUWAIT (R) — About 50 Islamists gathered at Kuwait 
University on Monday to protest against the introduction of 
tougher penalties for women who endanger traffic by driving 
.'with veiled faces, newspapers reported. “Such a decision does 
: not serve the political stability that the ministry of interior 
authorities should maintain," Al Watan newspaper quoted 
Kuwait University Islamic studies teacher Abdul Razaq Al 
Shayeji as saying. “We are against the decision... for the 
unjust imposing of it as if it was a type of a challenge to the 
feelings of the abiders (by Islamic rules) and honestly I regard 
it was a type of provocation," he said. Some students said they 
■would go on strike for two days this week if the rules were not 
withdrawn. The students held their meeting after police visited 
the campus for two days running and handed out traffic tickets 
to veiled women driveis. Traffic authorities this week decided 
■to withdraw for up to four months the driving licences of 
-anyone caught driving with their faces covered with veils or 
'male Arab head-dresses. Car licence plates could also be 
*withdrawn for up to four months and repeat offenders may be 
jailed fo nip to a month. Such drivers were previously subject 
-to court fines. 


Motorbike gang kills watchman in UAE 


i DUBAI (R) — Police have arrested 10 glue-sniffing motor- 
• bike riders accused of clubbing a night watchman to death in 
| the first recorded slaying by an organised gang in the United 
i ' Arab Emirates (UAE). “It is the - first time tha t a gang of 
1 youths actually agreed on and executed a murder with so much 
indifference.'' said Captain Abdullah Mubarak, head of 
internal security affairs in the UAE state of Sharjah where the 
killing took place. Members of the gang, some as young as 15 
1 and one aged 20, were charged with killing Pakistani watch- 
man Bazit Zotari, 35. at a municipal car pound on March 25 
and stealing five motorbikes. The gang members — six UAE 
nationals, three Iranians and one Yemeni — had wanted to 
reclaim motorbikes confiscated by police from under-age or 
unlicensed riders. Police said the killing was cold-blooded. 
The guard had locked himself inside a room after he was 
attacked on the head with an iron bar. But the youths smashed 
their way into the room and hit him on the head again, Capt. 
Mubarak said. He died on his way to hospital. Capt. Mubarak 
said the crime “signalled the beginning of organised crime 
•rnong youth,*' in the country. He said the youths were regular 
"•vr-shiffers and severs! had previous convictions. Two aged 
. ' d CO have been referred to a criminal court. The rest aged 
15 and 16 will be tied in a juvenile court. 


Iranian foreign minister on African tour 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Vclayati arrived in the West African nation of Guinea 
Tuesday, the first stop on a six-nation tour of Africa aimed at 
boosting ties- Tehran Radio quoted Mr. Velayati as saying in 
the Guinean capital, Conakry, that the aim of his visit was to 
“expand relations in various fields." Mr. Velayati made a brief 
stopover in the N'djamena. capital of Chad, en route to 
Guinea, the radio said. It said he met at the airport with his 
counterpart from Chad. The agencys said that Mr. Velayati 
m also visit Burkina Faso. Zimbabwe. Uganda, Kenya 
-.-.•it" • News Agency 

. . v:\:i seemed “very 

M ,it " and were aiir.cdat boosting political, economic and 
cultural ties as well as regional and international cooperation. 
Noting that the six nations were rich in natural resources. 
IRNA said “Iran can have favourable cooperation with the 
said countries and can invest in their mineral and agricultural 
sectors in favour of common interests.” It said the major 
drawback ro promoting trade was the lack of direct air or sea 
links with Africa. 


hold truce talks 


ZAGREB (Agencies) — 
Croatian officials and rebel 
Serbs poured over maps on 
Monday during ceasefire talks 
called to try to halt fighting in 
Croatia's breakaway Krajina 


region. 

International mediators said 


before the talks began that the 
two sides were dose to signing 
a mice, but after several hours 
it appeared the process would 
move more slowly than antici- 
pated. 

U.S. Ambassador Peter Gal- 
braith said the discussions on 
demarcation lines were “com- 
plicated" and probably would 


continue into the evening. 
Russian envoy Vitaly Chur- 


Russian envoy Vitaly Chur- 
kin urged agreement to avoid 
losing momentum. “What we 
want is not progress, we want 
agreement," he said. 

Internationa! mediators 
hope the ceasefire accord 
would be a first step to resolv- 
ing the dispute over the Serb- 
held breakaway Krajina region 
in Croatia. 


“The border, is long, the 
terrain is difficult, the maps are 
many and the history is very 
unpleasant," Mr. Churkin told 
reporters earlier outside the 
Russian embassy, where the 
two sides met for the second 
time in a week. 

U.S. special envoy Charles 
Redman joined Mr. Churkin at 
the talks to press rebel Serbs 
and Croats into agreeing a 
lasting truce that would end a 
three-year-old conflict 

Diplomats say resolving the 
Krajina conflict is a key ele- 
ment to any overall settlement 
in die former Yugoslavia. 

Asked if he expected a ceas- 
efire agreement, Slobodan Jar- 
cevic, who led the Serb delega- 
tion, said: “Yes, probably." 

The Serbs and Croats are 
discussing a permanent truce 
with each side withdrawingin- 
fantry by one kilometre and 
heavy weaponry by 20 
kilometres, diplomats involved 
in the talks say. 

A spokesman for the 
mediators, John Mills, said an 
hour into the talks that the 


I ran wants 


to send 


120,000 
pilgrims 
to Mecca 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran hinted 
Tuesday it would try to send 
120,000 pilgrims to Mecca this 
year, more than double the 
number Saudi Arabia says it 
will allow. 

Tehran Radio quoted the 
head of the pilgrimage orga- 
nisation, identified only as Re- 
zaie, as saying, “this year Iran 
has complete readiness to send 
more than 120,000 pilgrims." 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted him as saying 
that the number was based on 
an agreement signed between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia three 


years ago. 

The pilgrimage issue and 
Iran's displeasure at Saudi 
Arabia's huge OPEC quota, 
which Tehran blamed for the 
plunging world oil prices, are 
at the centre of a simmering 
feud between the two coun- 
tries. 

In recent weeks Iranian offi- 
cials have lashed out at the" 
Saudis, accusing them of 
"creating obstacles" for Ira- 
nian pilgrims. 

The feud appears to be com- 
ing to a head following three 
years of cool but correct rela- 
tions between the two titans of 
the Muslim world, who are 
also the top. producers inside 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries. 

The Iranians, whose eco- 
nomy has been reding under 
the oil price collapse, are espe- 
cially indignant about Saudi 
Arabia's refusal to trim its 
giant S million barrels a day oil 
production. 

At a weekend meeting in 
Geneva the 12-member cartel 
failed to reach agreement on 
cutting its 24.5 million barrels a 
day production cdling after 
Saudi Arabia opposed the 
move. 

Iran's oil minister, Gholam- 
reza Aqazadeh, said in Tehran 
Monday that the Saudi move 
had forced prices even lower. 
Prices fell by more than $1 per 
barrel over the weekend. 

Relations between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran plummeted in 
!9S7 after '02 pilgrims, most 
■ii them Iranians, died in 
clashes with police and they 
tried to march on the grand 
mosque in Mecca. 

In 1988, when the Iranians 
ended the boycott, they were 
allowed a provisional quota of 
115,000, more than double 
their entitlement of 55.000- 


mood was “optimistic" as the 
two sides studied maps with 
U.N. military officers. 

In the afternoon, the leader 
of the Croat delegation, 
Hrvoje Sarinic, head of 
Croatia's national security 
office, left briefly, presumably 
to consult with Croatian gov- 
ernment officials. 

Mediators insist the prop- 
osed accord focuses Only on a 
separation of forces and does 
not address political or econo- 
mic issues. 


Serbs rose up against 
Croatia's declaration of mde- 
pendence from Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia in 1991 
and captured a third of Croa- 
tian territory in bitter fighting. 

Croats and Rebel Serbs 
signed a ceasefire in 1992 and 
the United Nations deployed 
14,000 troops to patrol volatile 
areas. But the truce has been 
violated many times. 

If the truce pact is signed, 
the two sides would begin 
negotiating the reopening of 
roads and telephone lines as 
well as questions over Kra- 
jina's political status, - 
mediators said. 

Despite a U.N.-brokered 
cease-fire signed in January 
1992, there has never been a 
formal end to die six-month 
war in 1991 between Croatia 
and- its Serb minority. The war 
left at least 10,000 people dead 
and Serb rebels in control of 
one third of Croatia. Without a 
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VICTOR: Media baron Silvio Berlusconi leaves 
a polling station after casting his vote on late 
Monday, the second day of Italian general 
elections. Final results announced Tuesday 


showed Mr! Berlusconi's “Forza Italia” won an 
absolute majority in the Chamber of Deputies 
(see page one) (AFP photo) 


Israel has new water plan 


final end to hostilities, sporadic 
skirmishes between the two 


have persisted. 

Russia and the United 
States, working together on 
solving the war in neighbour- 
ing Bosnia, have been pressur- 
ing the two warring parties in 
Croatia to reach a final truce. 
Mediators know that a lasting 
peace in Bosnia cannot be 
achieved as long as Croat-Serb 
tensions simmer just across the 
border. 

Attending Tuesday's talks 
along with Mr. Churkin were 
Mr. Galbraith, as well as U.N. 
and European Union repre- 
sentatives. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
Military Industries bave prop- 
osed a desalination project that 
would include construction of a 
new, artificial Jordan river to 
provide Israel and Jordan with 
water in the 21st century, an 
official confirmed Monday. 

The proposal was made to 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
at a meeting called last week to 
rethink Israel' water and ener- 
gy problems m light of the 
peace talks, a political source 
said. 

Four proposals were discus- 
sed at the meeting, among' 
them a longtime plan for a 
Dead Sea-Mediterranean Sea 
canal that would produce hyd- 
roelectric power for desalina- 
tion, the source said. The cost 
of the project has been consi- 
dered prohibitive. 

At the meeting, head of 
Israel Military Industries Dan 
Shomron presented the “new 
Jordan river'* plan that in- 
volved building a 120- 
kflometre pipeline and a long, 
narrow dam bridging the 
Jordanian Israeli border. 

According to the plan, water 
would be drawn from the 


Mediterranean Sea then piped 
to a desalination ate in the 
Beit Shean area in northern 
Israel. 

The water would flow down 
a 320-metre incline, yielding 
power for desalination. 

The clean water would then 
be piped to the dam and the 
new river along the border. 
About a billion cubic metres of 
water would flow through the 
dam annually. Israel now used 
about 1.8 billion cute- metres 
of water a year. 

The cost of the project, S3 
billion, is to be financed mostly 
by its German partners. 

According to the plan, the 
cost of the desalination would 
be cut in half, to 50 cents per 
cubic metre. 

Israel Ministry Industries 
spokesman' Avishai Ben? 
Yaacov confirmed details of 
the project that were published 
Monday in the daily Yedioth 
Ahronot. 

But the political source 
stressed that the plan was 
brand new and no decision had 
been taken to take it Amber 
than discussions. 

Water expert Dan Zaslavs- 


ky, a former head of the Israel 
water commission, said the 
proposed plan was worthless 
and said the idea that it would 
cut desalination cost in half 


was nonseme. 

“This is not a new Jordan 
river, they are just trying to 
make an impression with the 
words. I can't see how it could 
be worthwhile,” Mr. Zaslavsky 
said. 

Mr. Zaslavsky, also a former 
top official in the energy minis- 
try, said many similar plans 
had proved unfeasible. 

Water is one of the issues 
being discussed in the multi- 
lateral peace talks between 
Israel, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon 
and the Palestinians. 

A recent study by Wori- 
dwatch Institutes in Washing- 
ton reported that 26 nations 
were short of water, 14 of them 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa. Many are expected to 
double their populations with- 
in 30 years. 

Most experts feel that de- 
salination is one of the most 
feasible ways to approach the 
problem of dwindling water 
resources. 


Officer dismissed Goldstein 
caB mmutes before massacre 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM' 
(AP) — A duty officer said on 
Tuesday that he did not think a 
call he received from the kil- 
ler’s wife minutes before the 
Hebron massacre was signifi- 
cant, although she may have 
hinted at her husband's inten- 
tions. 

Shlomo Edelstein’s testi- 
mony came as the commission 
of inquiry into the Feb. 25 
mosque massacre began its 
fourth week of hearings. 

Miriam Goldstein called 
Edelstein, on duty as security 
officer for the Kiryat Arba 
settlement, and asked him to 
track down her husband just 10 
minutes before he entered in 
the Ibrahimi Mosque and shot 
dead dozens of Palestinian 
worshippers. 

Goldstein, a physician, had 
called Edelstein at 5 a.m,, 
asking him to send a jeep over 
to the medical centre where he 
worked, Edelstein said he tried 
Goldstein on a special line at 
the medical centre, while keep- 
ing Mrs. Goldstein on hold. 

When no one answered, 
Edelstein said he called the 
jeep driver, Moti Unger, who 
told him he had just dropped 
Goldstein off at the mosque, a 
site holy to both Muslims and 
Jews. 

"I told (Mrs. Goldstein), 
“Moti says he dropped him off 
for prayers at the cave," Edel- 
stein told the co mmis sion, us^ 
ing the Hebrew term “cave” 
for the site. “So she said to me, 


“he didn’t go to pray.” 

Edelstein said the remark 
prompted him to ask Mrs. 
Goldstein if anything was 
wrong, and that she said no- 
thing was wrong. She then 
asked him to beep Goldstein 
on his emergency medical 
beeper, and he did so. He did 
not think the call significant. 

That version of events con- 
tradicted an earlier report in an 
Israeli newspaper, where Edel- 
stein was quoted as saying Mrs. 
Goldstein sounded highly emo- 
tional. 


Anti-Rabbani alliance 

■v r»V T- . 

announces ceasefire 


She had apparently sus- 
pected her husband's inten- 
tions when she woke up after 
he bad left the house, and had 
found be had left his prayer 
shawl behind. Goldstein had 
returned home the night be- 
fore in a fury, after Muslims 
bad shouted “slaughter the 
Jews" during services for the 
Jewish Purim holiday. 

Edelstein said Shishi had 
misquoted him, but judge 
Abdul Rahman Zoabi revealed 
that the panel had a copy of the 
recording of Shishi’s phone in- 
terview with Edelstein. 

“What would you say if I 
asked to listen to the record- 
ing?” Mr. Zoabi asked. 

Edelstein shifted in his wit- 
ness chair and said, “I don't 
understand the question." 

Miriam Goldstein may still 


(Continued on page 5) 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — The 
Afghan four-party alliance!^ 
opposing President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani said Tuesday it 
would observe a six-day cease- • 
fire to aid the visit of a U.N. 
peace mission to Kabul. 

The announcement was 
made here late Tuesday by . 
Afghan Premier Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar’s personal repre- 
sentative Man gal Hussain. 

Mr. Hussain said the forces 
opposing Mr. Rabbani would 
implement a ceasefire from 
Friday through Wednesday. 

The Afghan embassy here 
also said the Rabbani side was 
“willing” to declare a ceasefire 
in Kabul, but it did not specify 
a timeframe. 

U.N. sources said Monday 
the factions of Mr. Hekmatyar 
and Mr. Rabbani were ready 
for a temporary ceasefire to 
allow the U.N. mission, 
headed by former Tunisian 
Foreign Minister Mahmoud 
Mestiri, to visit the Afghan 
capital. 

Mr. Hussain said the deci- 
sion had been taken by the " 
Supreme Coordination Council 
(SCC), the main components 
of which are Mr. Hekmatyar’s' 
Hezb-e-Islami and the faction 
of Uzbek warlord Abdul 
Rashid Dostum. 

The SCC “whole-heartedly 
welcomes” the U.N. delega- 
tion, Mr. Hussain said. 

The Afghan embassy said in 
a statement that Mr. Rabbani 


and Former Defence Minister 
'Ahmad Shah Masoud had ex- 
pressed their “eagerness” for 
restoration of peace in mes- 
sages sent to Mr. Mestiri. 

The “state” would support 
any “reasonable plans based 
on the realities and typical 
conditions of Afghanistan" for 
achieving a durable peace, the 
embassy said in a statement. 

Mr. Mestiri arrived here 
Sunday at the head of a delega- 
tion appointed by U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Gfaali. He is expected to reach 
Kabul at the end of the week. 

Meanwhile, state-run Radio 
Kabul said in a broadcast mon- 
itored here that General Dos- 
tum’s planes made bombing 
sorties in northern Balkh pro- 
vince Tuesday, destroying an 
unspecified number of houses. 

The radio also reported 
dashes in Faxyab province, 
claiming that 14 Dostum sol- 
diers were killed and six were 
taken prisoners by the pro- 
Rabbani forces. 

Iran said Tuesday it was 
ready to resume mediation to 
end the civil war in Afghanis- 
tan and help achieve recon- 
ciliation. 

Iran’s news agency IRNA 
quoted Foreign Ministry' 
spokesman Mahmoud Moham- 
mad! as saying Iran was “ready 
to continue its peace efforts as 
before to help bring the bel- 
ligerent parties to the negotia- 
tion table." 


Panic in Istanbul night- life district after Islamic win 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — Panic 
took hold of Istanbul's night- 
life district Tuesday as the Isla- 
mic Welfare Party — which has 
made no secret of its desire to 
crack down on “excess” — was 
set to win the city’s municipal 
vote. 

Though Prime Minister Tan- 
su Ciller's True Path Party held 
die overall lead across Turkey 
as counting continued after 
Sunday's municipal elections, 
the Welfare Party (PP) was 
confirmed as the winner in the 
capita] Ankara and there was 
little doubt it would also take 
this ancient capital on the Bos- 
porus Strait straddling 
Europe and Asia, now Tur- 
key’s biggest city. 

The latest results, 
announced by -he Turkish 
news agency Anatolia, said PP 
candidate Melih Gokcek had 
won the mayor’s post in Ank- 
ara and his counterpart in 
Istanbul, Tayyip Erdogan, was 
ahead with 25.48 per cent. 

The charismatic and fiercely 
anti-Western PP leader, Neo- 


mettin Erbakan, had forecast 
his party would take Istanbul, 
proudly speaking of a “second 
capture of Constantinople," 
the city’s name when it was the 
last bastion of the eastern Ro- 
man empire before it was 
taken by the Turks in 1453. 

Businessmen in the Beyoglu 
district m the heart of old 
Istanbul were bracing for the 
final results, voicing open con- 
cern about what might happen 
next as a few hundred PP 
supporters were already celeb- 
rating victory at the district’s 
PP headquarters. 

Umit Firat. the owner of one 
bar on Istiklal Street, the dis- 
trict's main drag, told AFP he 
and his local colleagues in the 
restaurant and night club busi- 
ness felt they were facing an 
"Islamic threat" and were 
“worried about their fate." 

He said they feared the PP 
victory might encourage what 
be called “Islamic fanatics” to 
launch a campaign against 
what they deemed an immoral 
group of people selling alcoho- 


lic drums, 

Bey oglu is often seen as 
symbolising Istanbul's cosmo- 
politan standing in the modern 
secular Turkey. A concentra- 
tion of 19th-century Italian 
style buQdings, it houses some 
300 night clubs, bars and res- 
taurants, about 20 cinemas. 15 
consulates, 50 chnrchs and 
synagogues and 95 mosques as 
well as one of the city's red- 
light districts. 

In the election campaign the 
PP said it wanted strict control 
over the local businesses and 
locations where alcohol was' 
sold. 

Some people in the night-life 
business took this as forecast- 
ing a possible intimidation 
drive or even a wave of expul- 
sions from the district 

Mr. Firat, the bar owner, 
said several businessmen on 
Istiklal street got together just 
before Sunday’s vote and 
formed an association to “re- 
sist” any Islamic campaign that 
might be launched against 
them . 


The PP, which won the 
Beyoglu district, drew broad 
support from the local resi- 
dents. Though Christian 
minorities peopled the district 
for centuries, they have ' gra- 
dually been replaced in the last 
quarter-century by residents 
from Anatolia — a less edu- 
cated people from the country- 
side living here in extremely 
poor conditions who observers 
said were easily swayed by PP 
campaign promises. 


Slatkin succeeds 
Rostropovich at . 
National 
Symphony 

WASHINGTON (R) — Con- 
ductor Leonard Slatkin — 
named Monday successor to 
Mstislav Rostropovich as 
music director of the National 
Symphony — > promised to give 
the orchestra au American 
perspective. His appointment 
under a contract extending to 
the year 2000 was announced 
at a news conference by offi- 
cials of the John F. Kennedy 
Centre for the Performing 
Arts, where the orchestra is 
based. Now conductor of the 
St Louis Symphony Orchestra, 
Slatkin, 49, will take .over 
when renowned cellist Rostro- v 
povich, 67, retires at the end of • " 
the 1993-1994 season. Rostro- 
povich announced his retire- 
ment nearly two years ago, 
setting off a wide search for a ‘ 
successor. Boro of Russian pa- 
rents in Baku, in what is now 




Azerbaijan, be studied music 
at the Moscow Conservatory 


before going on to win numer- 
ous honours including both the 
Stalin Prize and the U.S. Pres- 
idential Medal of Freedom. 
Married to Galina Vishnevs: 
kay, the couple have two daugh- 
ters. Slatkin. with the St Louis 


Symphony since 1979 and 
acclaimed as one of America's 


top conductors, will be only 
the fifth music director of the. 


Washington-based symphony 
since 1931. He will hold the 


title music director-design ate 
until the 1996-97 season*when 
he will assume the title of 
director. 


'Australia settled 
for 60,000 years’ 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
scientists Tuesday said they 


scientists Tuesday said they 
had found new evidence con- 
firming that modem man set- 
tled Australia 60.000 years ago 
and spread across , the rugged 
continent within 20,000 years. 
Using new dating technology, 
scientists at the Australian 
National University (ANU) 
dated human settlement at a 
Sflfe in the Kakadu region of 
northerfi r : territory -"back 

60.000 years. They also found 
signs of civilisation dating back 

40.000 years in Allen’s Cave on 
the Nullarbor Plain near Cedu- 
na in South Australia. Richard 
Roberts, a member of the team 
which made the discoveries, 
said the new findings faint at a 
fantastic story of survival by 
early aborigines in some of the 
most hostile conditions on 
earth. “If people got to the 
Kakadu area 60,000 years ago 
and were already in the south 
sometime earlier than 40,000 
years ago, then aborigines had 
settled the continent in all its 
extremes in less than 20,000 
years,” said Mr. Roberts, a 
geocbronologist who dates 
geological deposits. “That’s a 
hell ' of an undertaking in a 
continent that goes from desert 
to tropics," Mr. Roberts told 
Reuters. “It shows an amazing 
ability to adapt to different 
environmental conditions.” 
The Kakadu finding confirms 
earlier research in the same 
region, reported in 1990, dat- 
ing human settlement to be- 
tween 50,000 and 60,000 years 
ago. “The new research con- 
firms that modem people had 
reached Australia 20,000 years 
before the end of the Neander- 
thals in Europe," said Profes- 
sor of Archaeology Rhys 
Jones, head of the university 


Rower was almost 
out of food when 
he quit voyage 


Nusret Bayraktar, the PP 
mayor-elect for Beyoglu, said 


i, ' r'v" 5*“* saia 

he would prohibit public new 
year’s celebrations in the quar- 
ter seeing this as a “Christian" 
-tradition. 

He also declared a “war” on 
bare and clubs where prostitu- 

^foleratedoranydrng 

Mr. Erdogan, the PP candi- 
date set to become Istanbul’s 
next mayor, has also wam^d 
he. will shut douTSie SJv 
brothels in Zurafa Stnit ™ 
by a well-known SenfaS 
madarne, Matild Mamikiam 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 

r °* er P«er Bird said 
Monday he was down to just 

he P Sr Sl ¥ pIy of fo°d when 
he gave up his attempt to row 
across the Pacific OeWafte" 
^ da y* alone at sea. 
andT rhf i h . e decBion to stop 

$ 

tricked h£?’ A merch *nt ship 
2S5 ? “P on March Ii 
“tang him to Japan when- 
spent a few daJ^™."® 


Mr. Bird set off ft?. F ? nc,K0 - 
tok, Russia °nn r vi 1 ^ at ® vo *“ 
year, S'. ™ M a y 12 h* 

first oersmf 1 ° the 

ha nded^£L SL ? W . 

Rus *a lo A^erica PaClfiC fr0m 
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